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JURNALUL ISTORIILOR UMANE a fost editat in cadrul proiectului , Dezvoltarea
deprinderilor de viata pentru prevenirea traficului de fiinte umane” implementat in 11
gimnazii internat (Cahul, Carpineni, Cazanesti, nr. 2 Chisindu, Leova, Falesti, Orhei,
Napadova, Tighina, Straseni, Vascauti) de catre Centrul de Informare si Documentare
privind Drepturile Copilului in parteneriat cu Secretariatul Consiliului National pentru
Protectia Drepturilor Copilului si Ministerul Educatiei, cu suportul Reprezentantei UNICEF
in Moldova si a Organizatiei Suedeze Radda Barnen/Salvati Copiii.

Proiectul s-a adresat copiilor si tinerilor cu scopul de a facilita integrarea psiho-
sociala a acestora prin dezvoltarea deprinderilor de viata in vederea diminuarii riscului
somajului si al traficului de fiinte umane.

Proiectul a constat dintr-un program complex de activitati pentru manageri, cadre
didactice si copiii din gimnazii internat: Stagii de formare de formatori, Seminare tematice,
Olimpiada Deprinderilor de Viata, Scoala de Primavara pentru Absolventi, materiale
didactice publicate.

Toate aceste activitati au fost organizate cu implicarea activd a managerilor si a
cadrelor didactice din gimnazii internat si a membrilor echipelor de animatori de la egal
la egal (elevi din clasele a VI-VIII, pregatiti sa transmita semenilor cunostinte,
comportamente si atitudini pozitive).

Materiale publicate in prezentul JURNAL vin sa prezinte istoriile de viata si experienta
a 28 de elevi din gimnaziile internat implicate in proiect si sa sensibilizeze opinia publica
fata de copiii institutionalizati si problemele cu care se confrunta acestea.
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Vreau sd trdiesc ca toti copiii —
{é}c Natalia Costa§> ?ntr -0 Casa cu P&r i";ii

ziarista

Doinita a venit la gimnaziu-internat acum sase ani. La inceput educatorii nu
puteau intelege daca e fata sau baiat. Purta doar haine baietesti, se batea cu
toti care-i treceau calea, juca fotbal si, chiar daca avea doar sapte ani, injura de
mama focului.

Pana a veni la internat Doinita a locuit impreuna cu maica-sa in casa unchiului
dintr-un sat din raionul laloveni. Pe tatal sau nu |-a cunoscut niciodata. ,, Am trait
in scarbe... De fiecare data cand mama se imbata, dar asta se intampla destul
de des, m& batea mar. imi gésea o mie de motive - ba c& n-am gatit mancare
gustoasa, ba ca nu am reusit sa sap in gradina ori m-am dus cu joaca la rudele
pe care nu le iubea. Aveam vreo 5 ani, dar mama ma trimitea in sat dupa vin pe
datorie. De refuzam - ma lovea cu picioarele”, spune Doinita. Doua lacrimi i se
rostogolesc pe fata smeadd cand isi aminteste de imbranciturile mamei de pe
scari, rezultate cu doua comotii cerebrale. Din cauza traumatismelor medicii i-
au interzis sa practice sportul. ,Nu-mi imaginez viata mea fara sport. Cand voi
creste mare vreau sa devin un bun fotbalist”, imi spune Doinita. in fiecare
dimineata se trezeste pe la ora sase ca sa alerge cateva cercuri pe stadionul
internatului. Nu e zi in care sa nu joace fotbal, baschet sau tenis, de cele mai
multe ori fiind printre invingatori. La cros n-o intrece nimeni. Fotografia Doinitei
se afla si acum pe panoul celor mai buni sportivi ai internatului.

h, ” LAlta datd mama m-a oparit cand imi facea baie. Si acum pielea de pe

piciorul drept e creata...”, continua Doinita firul povestirii. Din acest motiv se
jeneaza sa imbrace fuste. ,Din cauza mamei imi era rusine sa merg in clasa
intai. Se schimbase atat de mult, incat nu o mai recunosteau nici rudele
noastre..."”, zice fata.

O jumatate de an Doinita a frecventat scoala din sat. in acest rastimp maica-
sa a incercat sa uite de patima pentru bautura. Cand se parea ca viata luase o
alta turnura Doinita a ajuns la internat. ,S-a intamplat un caz despre care nu va
pot povesti, dar in urma caruia mama a hotarat sa ma aduca la internat, fara
voia mea... Totul s-a intdmplat din cauza unor fete... Urdsc fetele si spitalele. in
spital a murit sora mea, la cateva zile dupa nastere”, explica fata. Si-a dorit
intotdeauna o sora sau un frate, ca sa nu fie singura. De aceea dupa moartea
surorii Doinita zice ca a devenit indiferenta fata de viata si nu mai frecventa . . . .
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“I want to live like all children —

ziarista 8
Doinita came to the boarding school six years ago. At the beginning the
educators could not understand whether this child was a boy or a girl. She wore
only boy clothes, she fought everyone who crossed her path, played football and
even though she was only seven she swore hard.

Before coming to the boarding school Doinita had lived together with her
mother in the house of her uncle in a village in laloveni district. She never knew
her father. "I lived in sorrow. Each time mother got drunk, which happened quite
often, she used to beat the hell out of me. She could find thousands of reasons—
that the food wasn’t good enough, that | didn’t dig in the garden, or that | went
to play at some relatives’ she didn't like. | was about 5, and my mother used to
send me to buy wine on credit. If | refused, she kicked me"”, Doinita says. Two
teardrops roll down her wet face when she remembers how her mother used to
push her down the stairs, which resulted in two concussions. Because of the
traumas the doctors forbid her to do sport. “l can't imagine my life without sport.
When | grow up | want to become a good football player”, Doinita tells me. Every
morning she wakes up at about six to run several laps around the school sta-
dium. No day goes by without her playing football, basketball or tennis, and
most of the times she is the winner too. She has no equals in running. Doinita’s
photograph is still on the board showing the best sportsmen of the boarding

school. -
“Once my mother scalded me as she was bathing me. Now the skin on my &:?
left leg is wrinkled”, Doinita continues her story. This is why she is embarrassed \

to wear skirts. “Because of my mother | was embarrassed to go to school for the
first time. She had changed so much that even our relatives had a hard time
recognizing her”, the girl says.

For half a year Doinita went to the school in the village. During that period
her mother tried to quit drinking. When life seemed to have taken a good turn
Doinita found herself at the boarding school. “Something happened | can't tell
you about, and my mother decided to bring me to the boarding school, against
my will. It all happened because of some girls. | hate girls and hospitals. My sister
died in a hospital, several days after she was born”, the girl explains. She has
always wanted a sister and a brother, so she wouldn’t be alone. So, after her
sister’s death, Doinita says she became indifferent to life and stopped going to °
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scoala din sat. ,Nu mai invatam si nu mai ascultam de mama. Apoi mi s-a
intamplat ceva groaznic si am venit la internat ”, isi aminteste ea.

in clasele primare Doinita era inchistatd, baietoasa, facandu-si dreptate doar
cu pumnii. ,,Eram a doua batausa din internat. Pastrez si acum mentiunea , miss
boxer” pe care mi-au dat-o colegii mei”, spune in gluma fata. Schimbarea s-a
produs anul trecut, cand fiind in clasa a sasea devine voluntara de la egal la egal,
alaturi de alti 20 de copii din internat. De atunci a inceput sa participe la toate
activitatile extracurriculare din internat si sa lege prietenii cu alte fete. Chiar si
profesorii au ramas surprinsi de metamorfozele Doinitei. ,A devenit mai
cumpdtata si mai delicatd. Acum chiar se jeneaza sa frecventeze ansamblul
flueristilor, deoarece este unica fata de acolo”, imi spune psihologul de la internat.

,De cand am devenit voluntara ma gandesc la viitorul meu si invat mai bine,
recunoaste Doinita. Am inceput sa vorbesc frumos cu mama, s-o conving sa nu
fumeze si s nu bea, ca ceea ce face nu e bine. O iert, chiar daca m-a obijduit
mult”, imi spune ea. O iarta atunci cand n-o viziteaza cu lunile si atunci cand n-
0 ia acasa in vacantele lungi de vara. in aceasta vara va rdmane, probabil, tot la
internat. Maica-sa i-a spus ca va pleca la munca la Moscova, unde s-a stabilit de
un timp si tatal ei vitreg. ,,Nu trebuie sa ma imbrace, nu-mi trebuie bani. Vreau
sa traiesc ca toti copiii — intr-o casa cu parintii. Sa fie cald si frumos acolo. Cand
voi avea copiii mei n-o sa le spun niciodata ca am crescut in internat. Prefer sa
nu vorbesc nimanui despre aceasta. Cand imi este greu, scriu versuri”, spune
Doinita. Are compuse peste o suta de versuri, o buna parte din ele fiind dedicate
mamei sale. Anul acesta, de 8 Martie, pe langa versuri i-a daruit un ceas, un
lantisor, flori si un parfum, cadou ce a costat-o economiile de-un an.

Casi ceilalti voluntari, Doinita desfasoara mai multe activitati printre semenii
sai, le vorbeste despre bolile cu transmitere sexuala, despre traficul cu fiinte
umane, despre drepturile copilului. Dupa stagiul din aceasta iarna a devenit as
in aplanarea conflictelor. ,,Chiar mai deunazi am impdcat doi verisori care erau
gata sa-si sparga capetele dintr-un fleac. I-am asezat fata in fata si le-am explicat
de ce e bine sa trdiasca in pace. S-au despartit prieteni. Demult nu mai bat pe
nimeni, incerc sa rezolv conflictele altfel”, zice fata, plina de mandrie.

Cand va fi mai mare Doinita viseaza sa devina voluntara activa ca si fetele pe
care le-a cunoscut in timpul seminarelor. Mai viseaza sa-l cunoasca pe tatal sau,
sa stie cum arata si de ce i-a parasit. Vrea sa ajungd cea mai buna sportiva din
republica. Despre toate astea scrie in poeziile sale. Dar cel mai mult isi doreste sa
aiba o casa si o familie. Despre aceasta deocamdata stie doar Dasa, prietena si
confidenta sa din internat.
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school. “l stopped studying and didn't listen to my mother. Then something
terrible happened to me and | came to the boarding school”, she recalls.

In the primary grades Doinita was closed in, boyish, claiming her justice only
by her fists. “I was second best fighter in the school. I still have the reputation of
‘'miss boxer’ my peers gave me”, the girl says jokingly. The change took place last
year, when, in the sixth grade, she became a peer education volunteer along
with 20 other boarding-school children. Since then she’s started going to all
extracurricular activities at the school and make friends with other girls. Even her
teachers were surprised at the change. “She became more balanced and more
delicate. Now she is even embarrassed to play in the flutes band, since she is the
only girl there”, says the school psychologist.

“Since | became a volunteer I've been thinking about my future and I've
been better at school”, Doinita says. “l started to speak nicely with my mother,
trying to persuade her to give up smoking and drinking, to tell her that this is not
good. | forgive her, even though she’s done me a lot of harm”, she says. She
forgives her mother when she doesn’t visit her by the months and when she
doesn’t take her home for long summer vacations. This summer too she will
probably stay at the boarding school. Her mother told her she would leave for
Moscow to work, where her stepfather had settled a while ago. “I don't want
her to give me clothes, | don’t need money. | want to live like all the children—in
a house with parents. A warm and beautiful house. When | have my children I'll
never tell them | grew up in a boarding school. | don’t want to tell anyone about
this. When | don’t feel well | prefer writing poems”, Doinita says. She’s written
more than a hundred poems, a good part of which are dedicated to her mother.
This year, for March 8 she gave her, besides poems, a watch, a necklace, flowers
and perfume, which cost her a year’s savings.

Like other volunteers Doinita organizes many activities for her peers, tells
them about sexually transmitted diseases, human trafficking, children’s rights.
After a course this winter she became excellent at conflict resolution. “The other
day I had two cousins make up, who were ready to kill each other for a trifle. | sat
them down one facing the other and explained to them the advantages of living
in peace. They parted friends. | haven't beaten anyone up in a long time, now |
am trying to solve conflicts by other means”, the girl says brimming with pride.

When she grows up a little Doinita dreams of becoming an active volunteer,
like the girls she’s met during seminars. She also dreams of meeting her father,
see what he looks like and find out why he left them. She dreams of becoming
the best sports professional in the country. She writes about all this in her poems.
Her biggest wish however is to have a house and a family. But only Dasa, who is
her friend and confidante, knows about it for now.
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Imediat ce la radioul internatului rasuna fraza: ,,Buna ziua. Sunt lon si va
prezint rubrica felicitari” se lasa liniste. Elevii care se jucau pana atunci prin
curte, isi ciulesc urechea. La microfon vine cel mai tare DJ din internat.

lon stie zilele de nastere la toti cei 600 de copii din internat, carora niciodata
Nnu uita sa le spuna o urare de bine si de sanatate. De multe ori fiind unicul care
i felicita. Colegii lui il descriu ca un baiat haios, cu 0 memorie de invidiat si o
gratie de pisica. ,,Cand e in dusii cei buni poate sa spuna niste glume care fac sa
rada si mortii. Dar sa te fereasca sfantul sa te pomenesti in fata lui cand e prost
dispus. Atunci afli ce inseamna furia unui vulcan”, mai spun ei. lon povesteste
despre sine cu modestie. , imi place pantomima si dansul, ii invat si pe ceilalti
colegi elementele unor dansuri moderne. Interpretez la fluier si cant solo, dar in
ansamblul nostru mai sunt inc& zece membri care canta la fel de bine. imi place
sa joc teatru si sa spun glume spirituale, dar la internat mai sunt tineri talentati...”.
A invatat din mers sa cante si sa danseze de la niste tineri profesori care mai
veneau la internat. Acum invata si el pe altii. Nu e concurs sau competitie sportiva
la care n-ar participa si lon.

Datoritd modestiei si puterii de convingere, el aduna cu usurinta in jurul sau
toti copiii si tinerii din internat. De aceea, nimeni nu a ramas surprins cand lon a
devenit, acum un an, animator de la egal la egal. Toatd lumea insa a ramas
uimita cat de cumpatat si de ascultator s-a facut dupa aceasta. Acum cei mai
mici i poarta respectul, iar cei mari ii cauta prietenia.

. Cand am venit pentru prima data la internat, acum opt ani, in clasa intai,
mi se parea ca n-o sa rezist aici mult timp. Locuiam in oras. Mama isi pierduse
serviciul, taicd-meu nimerise in puscarie, apoi se recasatorise. in primii ani fugeam
deseori acasd, nu ascultam de nimeni si nu-mi placea sa merg la lectii”, isi
aminteste lon. El recunoaste ca si acum ia note proaste la obiectele ce nu-i plac,
in schimb, este unul dintre cei mai buni elevi la informatica, matematica si la
limba moderna.

Psihologul din institutie spune ca lon era nerabdator, impulsiv, nu suporta sa
fie contrazis si repede i sérea tandara. Imi vine greu s& cred c& e vorba de
baiatul zambitor si energic din fata mea. De trei ani de cand maica-sa a plecat la
munca in Italia, merge acasa in fiecare seard, imediat ce incheie activitatile din . . . ».
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@ The boarding school | o
Jack-of-All-Trades -

As soon as the radio at the boarding school announces: ,Hi,  am lon and |
am going to host the dedications”, the entire school falls silent. The pupils, who
have been playing in the yard, prick up their ears. It is the coolest DJ in school.

lon knows the birthdays of all the 600 children at the boarding school, and
he never forgets to congratulate any of them. Very often he is the only one
sending them congratulations. His peers describe him as a funny guy, with an
enviable memory and gracious like a cat. “When he is in the mood he can tell
jokes that will make the dead laugh. But God forbid you should face him when
he is out of mood. Then you learn what the fury of a volcano is like”, they say.
lon speaks about himself with modesty. “I like pantomime and dance, and |
teach my friends elements of a modern dance. | play the flute and sing solo, and
we have ten more people in our band who are as good. | like acting in theater
plays and telling good jokes, but there are other talented children too at the
boarding school...” He learned in one breath to sing and dance from some
young teachers, who used to visit the school. Now he is teaching others. There
is no quiz or sports contest lon would miss.

Due to his modesty and power of persuasion, he easily gathers around all
the children and young people from the school. Therefore, nobody was sur-

( Natalia Costas ) “:;é}

ziarista

prised when a year ago lon became a peer animator. But everyone was surprised s
at how balanced and well-behaved he became after that. Now the little ones \ &?
respect him, while the older ones seek his friendship. \6

-

“When | came to the boarding school for the first time, eight years ago, in
the first grade, | thought | couldn’t stand it here for too long. | was living in town
then. My mother lost her job, my father went to prison and later remarried. In
the first year | used to escape and go home quite often, | didn’t listen to anyone
and | didn't like going to classes”, lon recalls. He admits that today too he gets
bad marks at subjects he doesn’t like, but he is one of the best students in
computers, math, and foreign languages.

The school psychologist says that lon was impatient, impulsive, couldn’t stand
being crossed and easily lost his temper. | find it difficult to believe that this was
the smiling and energetic boy | am facing now. For three years now, since his
mother went to Italy to work, he goes home every evening as soon as he is done *
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internat. impreun& cu Andrei, fratele mai mare, gateste, spald rufe sau
trebaluieste prin gospodarie. Sora-sa de 14 ani vine acasa doar sambata si atunci,
fiind unica fata din familie, o cruté de treburile casnice. il intreb cum se descurca
din punct de vedere financiar. ,Mama ne trimite bani si fratele mai castiga la
constructii, in Chisinau”.

Setea de competitie I-a determinat intotdeauna sa lupte pentru a deveni
mai bun. lon spune cd participand la seminarele de pana acum a aflat mai multe
tehnici de a se afirma ca lider si a deprins cum trebuie sa comunice eficient.
Acum zice ca stie cum sa povesteasca simplu despre niste lucruri complicate,
cum sa fie mai tolerant si mai convingator. , Cred ca cele mai interesante si mai
utile lectii sunt cele despre drepturile copilului, deoarece multi educatori iti per-
mit sa abuzeze copiii, sa strige la ei, sa-i numeasca cu cuvinte urate sau chiar sa-
i loveasca. Impreund cu ceilalti colegi am hotarat s& discutdm acest subiect
deschis si sa nu le mai permitem profesorilor sa fie brutali cu noi”, spune lon. La
fel, 7i place sa le vorbeasca elevilor despre sexualitate si bolile cu transmitere
sexuala (BTS). Datorita seminarelor la care a participat, lon spune ca s-a apropiat
mult de colegii sdi si au format o echipa. De asemenea, a reusit sa-si faca prieteni
noi prin toata republica. Dupa ce si-a creat o pagina web, si-a deschis posta
electronica, lon comunica zilnic pe Internet cu vreo 15 persoane din toata lumea.
Chiar daca calculatorul e in topul preferintelor, in timpul liber lon mai canta in
ansamblul fluieristilor, frecventeaza cercul de basket si volei. Tocmai din acest
motiv nu poate decide ce facultate sa urmeze dupa absolvire. Pana atunci mai e
un an, timp suficient pentru a rezolva dilema. Una e cert - vrea sa urmeze o
facultate, sa devina un bun specialist si sa fie bine platit.



Huwman Stories
MAGAZINE 1 1

with his school work. Together with Andrei, his older brother, he cooks, does the
laundry and other chores. His sister of 14 comes home only on Saturdays, but
since she is the only girl in the family they spare her from the chores. | ask him
how he is doing moneywise. “Mother sends us money and the brother makes
some too working at constructions in Chisinau”.

His thirst for competition has always made him struggle to become better.
lon says that by participating in various seminars he has learned many ways to
prove he was a leader and how to communicate effectively. Now he says he
knows how to speak in simple terms about complex things, how to be more
tolerant and more persuasive. “I think the most interesting and useful classes
are the ones about the rights of the child, because many educators abuse chil-
dren, yell at them, call them names and even hit them. Together with other
students we've decided to discuss this issue openly and no longer allow teachers
to be harsh to us”, lon says. He also likes telling students about sexuality and
sexually transmitted diseases. Thanks to the seminars he has attended, lon says
he has become a lot closer to his fellow pupils and they’ve become a team. He's
also managed to make friends all over the country. After he’s made his own
Web page and set up an e-mail address, lon is now communicating via the
Internet with about 15 people from all over the world daily. Even though the
computer is his hottest passion, in his free time lon plays in a flute band, or goes
to the basketball or volleyball club. This is exactly why he can’t decide what to
study after he finishes school. He has one year to go before then, which should
be enough time to think this over. But one thing is certain—he wants to go to
university, become a good professional and be well-paid.

_
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Am dflat cd pot sd fiu
{é}'( Natalia Costas ) mai buna

ziarista

De un an Natalia este sufletul echipei de educatori de la egal la egal din
internat. Chiar daca e josuta si plapanda, cu parul prins in cateva agrafe, e toata
numai nerv. Organizarea seminarelor, a activitatilor culturale si a celor sportive
din internat alcatuiesc triunghiul obligatiilor sale cotidiene pe care le indeplineste
cu multa placere. Probabil ca aceasta este explicatia pentru care este iubita de
toti colegii sai, este un exemplu pentru elevii din clasele mai mici si o autoritate
pentru cei din clasele superioare.

Natalia este in clasa a opta si se numara printre cele mai bune eleve din
internat, in pofida faptului ca zilnic are un program supraincarcat care ii solicita
multa energie si creativitate. Ca sa le reuseasca pe toate isi imparte ziua pe
minute. Se trezeste odata cu zorii ca sa faca sport, dupa care merge la ore, apoi
isi pregateste cu multa sarguinta temele, face ordine in odaie, citeste, se
pregateste pentru activitatile de a doua zi. Serile organizeaza concursuri,
competitii sportive sau sezatori cu cantece si dansuri. De cand este voluntara de
la egal la egal spune ca a devenit mai responsabila si invata mai bine. Acum este
atentd la felul cum vorbeste si cum se imbraca. ,,Unii colegi mai mici incearca
chiar sa-mi copieze miscarile si gesturile”, spune fata. Desi nu recunoaste, aceasta
i face placere. ,Am inteles cum pot sa discut cu altii si cum pot deveni mai
. buna. Aceasta incerc sa le spun si celorlalti elevi”, zice Natalia. Chiar si sora sa

” mai mare care invata in acelasi internat nu o data a remarcat cat de mult s-a

schimbat Natalia.

A devenit voluntara de la egal la egal la sugestia unei profesoare din internat.
»Nu stiam ce inseamna asta, dar mi s-a parut minunat ca voi merge la o tabara
de vara in afara internatului, unde voi avea posibilitate sa vorbesc cu mai multi
copii din alte scoli”, spune fata. Dupa primul seminar era convinsa ca activitatea
de peer-educator este stihia ei. Or, seminarele au educat-o cum sa-si infranga
timiditatea si alte complexe, i-a oferit raspuns la mai multe intrebari, inclusiv si
la cele ce tin de sexualitate. ,Pana atunci imi era rusine sa intreb pe cineva
despre HIV/SIDA, de pilda. Am auzit de multe ori despre aceasta boala, dar nu
stiam aproape nimic despre ea si nu aveam de unde gasi literatura la aceasta
tema”, spune Natalia.
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For a year now, Natalia has been the soul of the peer educators team at the
boarding school. Even though she is short and slender, hair fixed by several
hairpins, she has a lot of stamina. Organizing seminars, cultural and sports events
at the school represents the triangle of her daily obligations, which she carries
out with a lot of relish. Perhaps this is why she is loved by all her mates, repre-
sents an example for the pupils in lower grades and an authority for the older
students.

Natalia is in the eighth grade and is one of the best students at the boarding
school, in spite of the fact that every day she has an overloaded schedule requir-
ing from her a lot of energy and creativity. In order to manage everything she
has to do, Natalia plans her day down to minutes. She wakes up at the break of
dawn to do sport, then she goes to classes, then she does her homework thor-
oughly, cleans her room, reads, and prepares for what she will have to do the
following day. In the evenings she organizes contests, sports competitions or
gatherings with songs and dances. She says that since she’s become a peer
educator she is more responsible and gets better grades. Now she is careful
about how she speaks and what she wears. “Some smaller pupils are even try-
ing to copy my movements and body language”, she says. Although she doesn't
admit it, she likes it. “I've understood how | can speak with others and how I can
become better. This is what | am trying to tell the others”, Natalia says. Even her &?
older sister, who lives at the same boarding school, cant stop mentioning how \\3
much Natalia has changed.

She became a peer educator volunteer when suggested by a teacher from
her school. “I didn't know what that meant, but | liked the idea of going to a
summer camp outside of the boarding school, where | would be able to speak
with many children from other schools”, the girl says. After the first seminar she
was convinced that peer education was her realm. The seminars taught her to
overcome her shyness and other complexes, offered answers to many ques-
tions, including questions related to sexuality. “Before then | was embarrassed
to ask anyone about HIV/AIDS, for instance. | had heard many times about this
disease, but | knew almost nothing about it and could not find any readings on
this topic”, Natalia says. .

notes




JURNALUL

Istoriilor Umane

impreuna cu alti cativa colegi din internat Natalia a participat la toate scolile
de vara si la reuniunile educatorilor de la egal la egal organizate de Centrul de
Informare si Documentare privind Drepturile Copilului. Tot ce a invatat acolo a
incercat sa le povesteasca semenilor sai. ,,Daca la inceput ma inroseam, pierdeam
firul povestirii si transpiram, acum sunt mai indrazneata si mai vorbareata”,
povesteste Natalia. Uneori ii mai vibreaza vocea, ii tremura picioarele si-i mai
trec furnici pe spate, dar asta se intampla destul de rar. Doar atunci cand elevii
nu-si dau randul la intrebari si o zapacesc cu subiectele pe care le abordeaza in
clasa. , Colegilor mei le place cel mai mult sa discutam despre comunicare,
solutionarea conflictelor, drepturile copilului..., informatii care nu sunt incluse
in programa scolara, dar sunt absolut necesare in viata de zi cu zi", zice ea.

Acum Natalia se simte utila. Noua sa activitate o ajuta sa uite si de vechea
durere... De cinci ani, de cand bunica a adus-o la internat, nu a mai vazut pe
nimeni dintre cei apropiati. Unicele sale rude de sange ramanand sora sa mai
mare care anul acesta absolveste noua clase la internat si fratele sau mai mic, in
clasa a sasea. Despre maica-sa nu stie nimic. Nici nu-si mai aminteste chipul ei.
Era mica de tot cand parintii s-au despartit. ,Bunica mi-a povestit ca dupa divort,
mama a ramas sa locuiasca cu noi in Tighina. Cand s-a inceput razboiul din
Transnistria era plecata la bunica, in Taraclia, iar pe noi ne lasase la Chisindu, in
grija surorii sale. Auzind despre razboi mama a hotdrat sa vina dupa lucrurile
noastre la Tighina, dar asa si nu a mai ajuns. Pana astazi nimeni nu stie ce i s-a
intamplat. Chiar si politia a fost neputincioasa...”, continua Natalia firul povestirii.
Copiii au rdmas sa locuiasca la bunica din Taraclia. ,Politia I-a gasit, in schimb,
pe tata. La insistenta politiei, tata a zis ca o poate lua doar pe sora-mea, dar
peste o saptamana a adus-o si pe ea inapoi, la bunica. De atunci nu l-am mai
vazut...”, spune Natalia, cu amardciune. Bunica n-a fost in stare sa-i creasca pe
toti trei. Natalia tine minte si acum sfatul pe care i |-a dat bunica inainte de
despartire — sa fie atenta la durerea altuia. Nu o data i-a prins bine. Asa a reusit
sa lege multe prietenii la internat si sa devina un bun animator. Ea sustine ca
cunostintele pe care le-a insusit si exercitiile pe care le-a practicat la seminare fi
vor fi de mare folos pentru a-si realiza visul - cel de a deveni profesoara. lsi
doreste sa fie mereu inconjurata de copii, sa le poata potoli curiozitatea. Un alt
vis al sau e sa mearga la un concert pe viu. Nu o data a urmarit spectacole si
concerte la televizor, dar vrea sa le trdiasca cu adevarat. La fel cum crede ca isi
va trai viata, atunci cand va porni in lumea mare.
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Together with several other fellow students from the school, Natalia went to
all summer schools and peer educators’ meetings organized by the Center for
Information and Documentation on the Rights of the Child. She tried to tell her
peers everything she had learned there. “At the beginning | blushed, lost the
flow of the story and sweated, but now | am more bold and talkative,” Natalia
says. Sometimes her voice still trembles, her legs shake and she gets shivers
along the spine, but this happens quite rarely now. Only when other students
fight with each other to put in a question to her and flood her with subjects they
talk about in class. “What my peers like most to talk about is communication,
conflict resolution, children’s rights..., that is what is not in the school curricu-
lum but is absolutely needed in everyday life”, she says.

Natalia feels useful now. Her new occupation helps her forget the old pain.
For five years now, since her grandmother brought her to the boarding school,
she hasn’t seen any of her relatives. The only relative remaining is her older
sister, who will finish the ninth grade this year at the Bender boarding school,
and her younger brother who is in the sixth grade. She knows nothing about her
mother. She can’t even remember her face. She was very young when her par-
ents separated. “My grandmother told me that after the divorce my mother
lived on with us in Bender. When the war in Transnistria started she was at our
grandmother’s in Taraclia and she had left us in Chisinau with her sister. When
she heard about the war, our mother decided to go to Bender to pick up our
things, but she never arrived. We still don’t know what happened to her. Even
the police haven't been able to find out anything”, Natalia continues her story.
The children remained with their grandmother in Taraclia. “But the police found
our father. He said he could take only my sister, but after a week he brought her
back to our grandmother’s. We haven’t seen him since”, Natalia says with bit-
terness in her voice. The grandmother was not able to raise all three of them.
Natalia still remembers the advice grandmother gave her before they parted—
to be considerate towards the pain of others. It has served her well many times.
It has helped her make many friends at the boarding school and become a good
animator. She believes the knowledge she’s gained and the exercises she did
during the seminars will help her make her dream come true—to become a
teacher. She wants to be always surrounded by children, to help them satisfy
their curiosity. Another of her dreams is to go to a live concert. She has seen
many plays and concerts on TV, but she wants to live through a real one. As she
will live her life when she starts into the world.

notes
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»Pana acum un an eram straina in internat, chiar daca am trait si am invatat
aici sapte ani. Aveam multi colegi, dar nici un prieten. Ma rusinam sa vorbesc cu
profesorii care mi se pareau niste persoane dure. Acum un an si jumatate
activitatile de voluntariat ne-au apropiat pe toti. Atunci am descoperit alaturi de
mine cei mai buni si mai deschisi oameni. De parca mi-am regasit familia”,
povesteste Svetlana, eleva in clasa a VI la gimnaziul-internat.

A acceptat sa devina voluntara din curiozitate, dar si pentru a scapa de
complexele din copilarie. De multe ori s-a simtit respinsa de semenii sai si cel
mai mult o durea faptul ca nu stia cum sa riposteze. ,,Uneori, cand ieseam la
joaca, fetele din mahala se susoteau pe la spatele meu si radeau pentru ca eram
prost imbracata sau pentru ca nu aveam jucarii ca ale lor. Atunci inima mi se
facea cat puricele si incepeam sa plang”, povesteste Svetlana. Pana a merge la
scoala, Svetlana a trait impreuna cu mama si cele cinci surori ale sale in casa
bunicii dintr-un sat din raionul Orhei. ,Dupa ce s-au casatorit, parintii au inceput
sa construiasca o casd, dar asa si nu le-au ajuns bani pentru finalizarea lucrarilor.
Tata ne-a parasit pe cand eram mica. De vreo sapte ani nu l-am mai vazut, cica
are alta familie...”, spune Svetlana.

Mama a adus-o la internat cand trebuia sa mearga in clasa intai. ,Nu avea

. puteri sa ne intretind de una singura pe noi toate sase. Oricum, mergem acasa
in fiecare sambata”, zice Svetlana. Despre familia sa vorbeste cu mandrie: ,,Doua

surori de-ale mele invata si ele la internat, una este in clasa a IX-a, iar cealalta
(mezina) - in clasa a IV-a. Ambele se numara printre cele mai bune eleve din
scoala. Celelalte trei surori sunt la Chisinau. Una lucreaza coafeza, alta —
profesoard, iar a treia - chelnerita”. Svetlana nu uita sa povesteasca cum sora sa
mai mica a calatorit vara trecuta in Germania. ,Sponsorul internatului este
originar din Germania si, in fiecare an, organizeaza astfel de excursii pentru cei
mai activi copii. Sora mea a avut noroc. Tare ma bucur pentru ea...”, zice fata.

Daca in primii ani de scoald Svetlana avea impresia ca unii colegi o neglijeaza
si evita sa vorbeasca cu ea, acum a invatat sa-si invinga complexele, inclusiv
timiditatea. Cu ajutorul voluntarilor si a celorlalti animatori a devenit o persoana
arhicunoscuta pe tot perimetrul internatului. Acum simte ca face parte dintr-o . . . .
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“| felt like a stranger at the boarding school until a year ago, although | had
lived and studied here for seven years. | had many mates, but not a single friend.
| was embarrassed to speak with teachers, who seemed to me very insensitive.
But a year and a half ago the volunteer work brought us all closer together. It
was then that | discovered that there were very good and open people next to
me. It was as if | had found my family again”, says Svetlana, an 8" grader at the
boarding school.

She accepted to be a volunteer out of curiosity, but also trying to get rid of
her childhood hang-ups. Very often she felt rejected by her peers, and what hurt
the most was that she didn’t know how to respond to this. “Sometimes, when
we went to play, the girls from the neighborhood whispered behind my back
and laughed because my clothes were not very nice or because | didn't have
toys like theirs. My heart sank and | would start to cry”, Svetlana says. Before
going to school, Svetlana lived with her mother and five sisters in the
grandmother’s house in a village from the Orhei district. “After they married,
my parents started building a house, but they didn’t have money to finish it. Our
father left us when | was little. | haven't seen him in seven years, and they say he
has another family now"”, Svetlana says.

Her mother brought her here when she had to start school. “She couldn’t &?
support the six of us on her own. But we go home every Saturday”, Svetlana & L
says. She is proud of her family: “Two other sisters of mine are also at the \“_/

boarding school, one is in the ninth grade, and the other (the smaller one) is in
the fourth. They both are among the best students of the school. The other
three sisters are in Chisinau. One of them is a hairdresser, another—a teacher,
and the third is a waitress”. Svetlana remembers to tell how her smaller sister
traveled last summer to Germany. “The school’s sponsor is from Germany, and
every year he organizes such trips for the most active children. My sister was
lucky. I am very happy for her”, the girl says.

While in the first two years of school Svetlana had the impression that some

of her peers ignored her and avoided talking to her, now she has learned to
overcome her complexes, including her shyness. Thanks to volunteers and other .

notes




JURNALUL ¢

Fs

echipa, simte ca este apreciata si necesara. ,Ma bucur cand copiii se saluta cu
mine pe coridor, cand ma opresc sa ma intrebe ceva sau sa-mi ceara un sfat.
Suntem ca intr-o familie”, spune ea si imediat continua: , Profesorii au participat
si ei la seminare asemanatoare cu ale noastre, de aceea ne sustin si ei. De multe
ori ne invitd sa citim lectii in timpul orelor lor educative”. Desi a citit cele mai
multe carti din biblioteca internatului si a conspectat sarguincios la toate stagiile
pentru formatori, Svetlana considera ca ,, mai are multe lucruri de facut pentru
a merita statutul de voluntar”. Planurile sale pentru viitor sunt legate de aceasta
activitate. I-ar placea sa-i invete si pe altii ceea ce stie, sa organizeze cu elevii
diferite activitati. ,Vreau sa devin profesoara, dar pentru aceasta trebuie sa
absolvesc scoala cu o medie inalta si sa continui studiile”. Si-ar mai dori sa aiba
0 casa a ei, unde sa poata sta impreuna cu parintii si cu surorile sale si ar mai
vrea sa se poata imbrdca frumos. Desi sunt niste planuri ambitioase, Svetlana
este sigura ca le va realiza poate intr-o perspectiva indepartata. Este convinsa
insa ca atunci cand isi va crea familia sa niciodata nu se va desparti de copiii sai,
oricat de greu i-ar fi.

Printre alte hobby-uri ale Svetlanei se numara dansurile si muzica. Probabil
ca aceste pasiuni i s-au transmis prin ereditate. Judecand dupa spusele Svetlanei,
in familia sa toata lumea are simtul ritmului si voce muzicalda. Acum Svetlana
spune ca se simte implinitd, deoarece nu duce lipsa de afectiune din partea celor
din jur, datorita firii sale sociabile si binevoitoare. Acolo unde este Svetlana,
buna dispozitie este garantata.
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animators she has become extremely well-known in the entire school. Now she
feels she is part of a team, that she is appreciated and needed. “I like it when
children say hi in the hallways, when they stop to ask me something or a piece
of advice. We are like a family”, she says, and goes on without stopping: “Teachers
have also participated in seminars like ours, so they support us too. Often they
invite us to hold lectures during their tutoring classes”. Although she has read
many books from the school library and took careful notes at all the training
events for trainers, Svetlana believes that she still has a lot to do to deserve the
position of a volunteer. Her plans for the future are linked to this activity. She
would like to teach others what she knows, to organize various events for pu-
pils. “I want to become a teacher, but for this | have to graduate school with a
high general grade and continue my education”. She also wants to have a house
of her own, where she could stay with her parents and her sisters, and she
would also like to be able to wear nice clothes. Although these are ambitious
plans, Svetlana is sure she is going to carry them out in the future. And she is
certain that when she creates her own family she will never separate from her
children, no matter how difficult the situation might get.

Dance and music are among Svetlana’s hobbies. These passions are prob-
ably inherited. As Svetlana says, everybody in her family has a sense of music
and a good voice. Svetlana says that now she feels fulfilled, as she doesn’t lack
affection from the people surrounding her thanks to her sociable and kind na-
ture. Wherever Svetlana appears, there can’t be but good spirits.
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Dumitru are 15 ani, dar se crede deja o persoana in varsta. Nu are riduri si nici par
carunt, in schimb, are o experienta de neuitat. De cinci ani se afla la gimnaziul-internat
si, in acest rastimp, a reusit sa invete mai multe lectii. Cel mai important lucru de care
va tine cont pe viitor este ca nimeni si nimic nu-i poate inlocui unui copil familia.

in clasa a treia bunica l-a adus la internat. Pan& atunci Dumitru frecventase o
scoald de cultura generala din oras. , Profesorii ne bateau cu si fara motiv. De aceea,
fugeam de la scoala. Cand bunica a aflat ca lipsesc de la lectii a hotdrat sa ma dea
la internat, chiar daca nu vroiam si o rugam cu lacrimi in ochi sa ma lase acasa”,
spune baiatul. Multi ani bunica le-a inlocuit parintii lui Dumitru, surorii si fratelui sau
mai mari. ,,Nici n-o mai tin minte pe mama. Pana a implini sase ani stiu ca facea
bisnita in Romania, apoi a plecat la lucru la Moscova si de atunci n-am mai vazut-o.
Tata facuse mare scandal ca sa nu plece, dar ea nu |-a ascultat. Peste doi ani, ne-a
spus ca el nu mai poate trai de unul singur si s-a recasatorit. A plecat sa locuiasca la
noua lui sotie, iar noi am ramas cu bunica. Apartamentul nostru si acum sta pustiu”,
povesteste Dumitru. Are un dar inndscut de povestitor si-mi descrie cu lux de
amanunte viata sa de pana la internat. ,,Uneori, ne ajutau matusele mele, cu un
sfat sau cu bani. Cateodata ne vizita si tata, dar bunica crestea de toate in gradina
si nu muream de foame”, spune baiatul, cu un usor accent rusesc. Mama l-a sunat
de doua ori in acest rastimp si, de fiecare data, ii spunea cat de mult regreta ca nu
este alaturi. , Ea s-a intalnit cu unchiul meu la Moscova si i-a promis ca va veni sa ne
2 vada, pentru ca-i este dor, dar asa si n-a mai gasit timp pentru noi”, zice Dumitru.

Acum doi ani, la 26 ianuarie, maica-sa i-a trimis o felicitare cu ocazia zilei de
nastere si de atunci nu a mai dat de veste. Acesta a fost singurul cadou de la ea in cei
sapte ani de cand lipsea de acasa. ,,Nu demult, stapana de la Moscova ne-a trimis
telegrama ca mama a decedat si ca putem veni s-o luam pentru a o inmorminta in R.
Moldova. Bunica, insa, a decis sa ramana pe veci acolo unde a trait pana acum....”.

Dumitru n-a varsat nici o lacrima, dar ii era jale si regreta ca n-a apucat s-o vada
macar o data pe cea care i-a dat viatd. Zice ca a iertat-o si ca inca o mai iubeste. Se
mangaie cu gandul ca o mai are pe bunica, pe sora sa, intoarsa de un an din Italia
si pe fratele sau, plecat si el la munca peste hotare.

Activitatile de la internat il ajuta sa mai uite de necazuri si sa-si umple golul
creat de lipsa celor dragi. ,Ma bucur ca sunt animator de la egal la egal. La inceput
nici un coleg de-al meu nu vroia sa participe la concurs. Se temeau de responsabilitati,
iar acum regreta. Unii chiar ne invidiaza”, afirma Dumitru. Asta pentru ca, impreuna « « « °
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@ Nothing can replace | o
a child’s family -

Dumitruis 15, but he already thinks of himself as a grown-up. He has no wrinkles
nor gray hairs, but he possesses an unforgettable experience. He's been at the
boarding school for five years now, and during this time he’s managed to learn
numerous lessons. The most important thing he is going to keep in mind all the
time is that nobody and nothing can replace a child’s family.

His grandmother brought him to the boarding school when he was a third-grader.
Before then Dumitru had attended a general school in the city. “The teachers beat us
with and without reason. So, we used to skip school. When grandmother found out
| was skipping classes she decided to bring me to the boarding school, even though
| didn't want it and implored her to leave me at home”, the boy says. For many years
the grandmother stood in the stead of their parents—for Dumitru and his older
brother and sister. “I don’t even remember our mother. Before | turned six | knew she
was a peddler in Romania, then she went to Moscow to work and | have not seen her
since. Father made a big row trying to make her stay, but she didn't listen to him.
After two years he told us he could no longer live alone and remarried. He went to
live with his new wife, while we stayed with grandmother. Our apartment is empty
to the present day”, Dumitru says. He is a born storyteller and he is describing to me
in great detail his life before the boarding school. “Sometimes, my aunts would help
us with advice or money. Father visited us sometimes too. Grandmother grew all
sorts of stuff in her garden, so we didn’t have to starve”, the boy says speaking with
a slight Russian accent. His mother phoned him twice since she left, and both times &?

( Natalia Costas ) “:;@}
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she said how much she regretted not being near him. “She met with my uncle in
Moscow and promised to come see us, because she missed us, but she never found \\3
the time to visit us”, Dumitru says.

Two years ago his mother sent him a postcard for his birthday, and since then she
never contacted him again. This was her only present for him in the seven years she
was not at home. “Not long ago her employer in Moscow sent us a telegram saying
that mother died and that we could go and bring her to Moldova to be buried. But
grandmother decided to leave her for ever where she had lived to that point”.

Dumitru didn’t shed a tear, but he did regret not seeing even once the woman
who had given him life. He says he's forgiven her and still loves her. He finds conso-
lation in the thought that he still has his grandmother, his sister, who has been back
from ltaly for a year now, and his brother, who is also gone to work abroad.

His activities at the boarding school help him forget about his troubles and fill in the
void left by the absence of the loved ones. “I am glad | am a peer animator. At the °

notes
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cu ceilalti animatori de la internat, el are posibilitate sa mearga la seminare, sa
invete lucruri noi si sa comunice cu tineri din alte scoli. ,Tot ce invatam noi la
seminare sau din cartile pe care ni le dau voluntarii le povestim si semenilor nostri
din internat. Astfel, colegii nostri au devenit mai uniti si se impaca mai bine”, spune
Dumitru. Din experienta sa stie ca elevilor le plac cel mai mult jocurile de cunoastere
si de energizare, la fel si discutiile despre abuzurile asupra copiilor, despre traficul de
fiinte umane, dar si bolile cu transmitere sexuala. ,,Uneori vin singuri cu initiativa de
a organiza vreun concurs sau lectie. Imi place ca-i pot uni si c& putem lucra impreuna.
Noi suntem expusi riscului de a fi amdagiti si traficati intr-o masura mai mare decat
cei din familii si cu o situatie materiala buna”, este convins Dumitru.

Scund, dar bine cladit si vanjos, rezultatul numeroaselor ore de antrenament,
Dumitru pare mai matur de varsta sa. Diminetile si le petrece in sala de forta a
internatului, deoarece vrea sa devina militar cu studii superioare, la fel ca unchiul
sau. li place disciplina si dreptatea, calitati indispensabile unui ofiter. Pana atunci
mai are de absolvit noua clase, dupa care vrea sa urmeze un liceu din oras. Crede ca
va reusi sa-si realizeze visul, deoarece are 0 medie nalta si este sarguincios. Chiar
daca are o pregatire fizica buna, a frecventat sectia de karate, si-i poate dobori la
pamant pe cei care sar la bataie, incearca sa rezolve conflictele pe cale pasnica.
.Eram nervos pe timpuri si repede imi sarea tandara. Acum, insa, am invatat sa fiu
mai rabdator si sa nu aplic forta”. Din literatura pe care i-au dat-o voluntarii la
seminare a deprins mai multe tehnici de aplanare a conflictelor. Nu o data a impacat
mai multi colegi luati la harta.

A mai deprins o lectie buna ca la tot raul trebuie sa raspunzi cu bine, lectie care
nu o datd a si dat rezultate. Astfel, Dumitru spune ca a reusit sa-si faca prieteni chiar
si din randul persoanelor care nu-I agreau. Niciodata nu a fost tentat sa bea sau sa
fumeze In gasca. Or, statutul sau de voluntar il obliga sa fie exemplu pentru ceilalti.
De aceea, in afara orelor, mai frecventeaza si o sectie de dans sportiv. Chiar daca fi
place educatia fizica si este as in materie de algebra, Dumitru spune ca este tot atat
de bun la istorie si limba franceza. ,, Anul trecut, la internat a venit cu un spectacol
o trupa de actori din Franta si am putut comunica liber cu ei. Mi-au spus ca la ei in
tara sunt mai multe flori decat la noi si mai putini criminali. De asemenea, ei au
observat ca tinerii nostri sunt rusinosi si zambesc mai rar”, povesteste baiatul.

Dupa ce a citit mai multe articole despre calitatea proasta a apelor din republica
si a privit un ciclu de emisiuni TV la aceasta tema, Dumitru considerd ca este de
datoria tuturor tinerilor sa se implice intr-o campanie ecologica. ,,Am inteles ca
rezervele de apa potabila ne vor ajunge pentru vreo 10 ani. Suntem noua generatie
siinseamna ca trebuie sa luptam pentru a opri poluarea apei din Nistru si din lacuri”,
spune Dumitru cu patos. Cel mai mult, insa, el isi doreste sa aiba o familie, la fel ca
toti ceilalti copii care macar o data au trecut prin internat. El spune ca ar vrea sa aiba
multi copii si toti sa creasca langa parinti.
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beginning none of my mates wanted to participate in the competition. They were
afraid of responsibility, but now they regret it. Some even envy us”, Dumitru says. This
is because he and other animators from the school can go to seminars, learn new
things and communicate with young people from other schools. “Everything we learn
during the seminars or from the books that volunteers give us we tell to our peers at the
school. In this way our mates have become more united and get along with each other
better”, Dumitru says. From his experience he knows that what pupils like most is
cognitive and energizing games, as well as discussions about child abuse, human traf-
ficking, and even sexually transmitted diseases. “Sometimes they themselves come up
with initiatives to organize a contest or a lecture. | like it that | can make them united
and that we can work together. We are exposed to a higher risk of being deceived and
trafficked than the children from better-off families”, Dumitru is convinced.

Short but well-built, which is the result of many hours of exercise, Dumitru
seems more mature than his age. He spends the mornings in the school gym,
because he wants to join the army and have higher education, like his uncle. He
likes discipline and justice—qualities indispensable to an army officer. But before
then he has to graduate nine years of school and go to a high-school in the city. He
believes he will be able to make his dream come true, since he has good grades and
is hardworking. Even though he is in good physical shape, has attended karate
classes and can throw to the ground anyone picking up with him, he tries to solve
conflicts peacefully. “I used to be touchy and lose temper quickly. But now I've
learned to be more patient and avoid using force”. From the literature he received
from volunteers during seminars he has learned many ways of solving conflicts.
Many times he has been able to appease his mates locked in a fight.

He learned another good lesson—one has to respond kindly to any evil, and
this lesson turned out to be useful repeated times. Thus, Dumitru says he managed
to make friends even among people who didn’t like him. He was never attracted to
smoking or drinking in a gang. For his position as a volunteers obliges him to be an
example for the others. Therefore, besides classes he also attends a club of sport
dances. Even though he likes physical education and is very good at math, Dumitru
says he is as good at history and French. “Last year, our school was visited by a
French theater group and | could easily communicate with them. They told me that
in their country there are more flowers and fewer criminals than here. They also
noticed that youth here are shy and smile more rarely”, the boy says.

After he has read many articles about the poor quality of water in the country
and saw a series of TV programs about this, Dumitru believes that it is the duty of
all young people to become involved in an environmental campaign. “As far as |
know there is enough drinking water for about ten years. We are the new genera-
tion and this means that we have to struggle against the pollution of the Nistru
river and lakes”, Dumitru says. But most of all he wishes to have a family, as do all
the other children who have been to a boarding school at least once. He says he
would like to have many children, all growing up with their parents.
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Nu existd tineri rdi, existd
o doar tineri care n-au fost
367 (Naala Cosas ) educati la timp

ziarista

Cu patru ani in urma, Valentin avea 12 ani, dar cu greu putea citi si
socoti. Din clasa intai nu mai trecuse pragul scolii. in timp ce semenii lui
invatau in clasa a patra, el muncea in camp, cot la cot cu mama. Acum insa
baiatul se numara printre cei mai buni elevi din internat.

Scoala a devenit un loc strain pentru Valentin si fratele sau geaman,
imediat dupa ce au absolvit clasa intai. Atunci parintii divortara si vandura
apartamentul din Chisindu. Taica-sau, originar din Rusia, revenise in patrie,
iar maica-sa cu cei trei copii s-a mutat cu traiul la parinti. ,,Cat am stat la
bunei nuam mers la scoald. Ne duceam impreuna cu mama la cules struguri,
la prasit sau la strans roada de pe deal. O jumatate de an am fost la lucru si
in Romania. N-am castigat multi bani acolo, dar ne-au ajuns pentru ca sa ne
imbracam pentru doi aniinainte”. Valentin spune ca mama i-a adus la internat
cand a inteles ca badietii trebuie sa aiba carte, ca sa nu-i repete soarta. Fiind
capabili si bine facuti, fratii au mers direct in clasa patra si in scurt timp au
recuperat toate lectiile pierdute.

Sunt doi ani de cand tata s-a intors in familie. Baietii insa au hotarat sa-si
continue studiile la internat. Valentin si Igor se simt bine aici, pentru ca pot
merge acasa in fiecare vacantd, pentru ca pot povesti colegilor despre familia
lor si, de sarbatori, primesc intotdeauna cadouri, ceea ce nu li se intampla
: altor colegi de-a lor. ,, Parintii mei nu se mai cearta ca pe timpuri. Acum traiesc

” in apropierea municipiului Chisindu si se descurca bine din punct de vedere

financiar. Sora mea care locuieste impreund cu sotul la parinti, lucreaza
vanzatoare la Piata Agricola din Chisinau si castiga bine, iar copilul il lasa in
grija mamei. E cald si liniste in casa noastra acum”, povesteste Valentin.

El mai spune ca atunci cand merge acasa este de mare ajutor parintilor.
Or, in fiecare vara munceste laolalta cu ei pe deal - ba la prasit, ba la cules
struguri sau la strans porumb. Cumpatat la vorba, Valentin analizeaza fiecare
cuvant si-l spune indesat, ca un adevarat gospodar. ,, Mosul nostru ne-a dat
in arenda vreo 2 hectare de pamant, pe care crestem vita-de-vie, porumb si
legume. Avem intelegere in casa, de aceea ne sporeste si lucrul”, zice baiatul.
inalt, cu fata ars& de soare si mainile vanjoase si batatorite, Valentin pare
mai matur de varsta lui. Anul trecut tatal sau I-a invatat sa conduca
automobilul. De atunci visul sau e sa devina sofer sau mecanic si sa-si castige
singur painea. , Totul prinde bine in viata. La timpul potrivit imi va prinde
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| “Tiwere are no bad kids, there are 1 @
@ only kids who haven't been | A
taught right on time” ~ (e \’@I"a

Four years ago Valentin was 12, but he could hardly read and count. He hadn’t
been to school since the first grade. While his peers were in the fourth grade he
was working in the field alongside his mother. But now the boy is among the best
pupils of the boarding school.

School had become for Valentin and his twin brother an alien place as soon as
they finished grade one. Their parents divorced then and sold their apartment in
Chisinau. His father, a native of Russia, went back, and his mother and the three
children moved in with her parents. “I didn’t go to school while we were living with
the grandparents. We would go together with our mother to pick grapes, work the
land or harvest in the field. For six months we also worked in Romania. We didn't
earn there a lot of money but enough to buy clothes for two years ahead”. Valentin
says their mother brought them to the boarding school when she realized that the
boys needed education if they wanted to avoid her fate. As they were smart and
healthy, the brothers went straight into the fourth grade and in a short time made
up for all the classes they'd missed.

Two years ago their father returned to the family. But the boys decided to
continue their education at the boarding school. Valentin and Igor feel well here,
because they can go home on vacation, tell their peers about their family, and
always receive presents for holidays, which doesn’t happen to the other pupils.
“My parents no longer fight as they used to. Now they live in a suburb of Chisinau, &&?
and are doing well in terms of money. My sister, who lives with her husband at our h
parents’, works as a sales assistant at the food market in Chisinau and has a good \\?%

income, while our mother takes care of her baby. It's warm and quiet in our house
now”, Valentin says.

He also says that when he goes home he helps his parents a lot. Every summer
he works along with them in the field—hoeing, picking grapes or harvesting corn.
Speaking thoughtfully, Valentin weighs every word and utters it emphatically, as a
true man of the house. “Our uncle rented out to us some two hectares of land,
where we grow grapes, corn and vegetables. There is understanding in our home,
this is why the work moves on well”, the boy says. Tall and well-built, his face burnt
by the sun and his arms strong and callous, Valentin seems older than his real age.
Last year his father taught him to drive. Since then his dream has been to become
a driver or a mechanic and earn his own living. “Everything will come in handy one *
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bine si informatia obtinuta la seminarele de la Soroca si Chisinau. De exemplu,
despre bolile cu transmitere sexuala, despre metodele de protejare, teme despre
care profesorii evitau sa ne vorbeasca pana acum, iar noi nu aveam de unde sti”,
afirma el.

Calitatea sa de animator il obliga sa fie mai disciplinat. Numai astfel, spune
Valentin reuseste sa-si pregateasca temele si sa organizeze diverse activitati i
concursuri pentru copii. ,in clasa a patra invatam cel mai rau dintre elevi. Acum
sunt cel mai bun la matematica si la limba romana si ma numar printre fruntasii
clasei”. Cele mai dificile obiecte pentru el sunt istoria si fizica. ,, Nu-mi place istoria,
pentru ca nu inteleg unele evenimente despre care scrie in manuale. De exemplu,
cum poate sa scrie ca omul a provenit de la maimutd, daca eu stiu ca l-a creat
Dumnezeu? Fizica nu-mi place pentru ca analizeaza fenomene complicate. Le
invat, insa, pe ambele, pentru ca profesorii imi spun ca-mi vor prinde bine candva.
in schimb, imi plac cartile cu versuri, revistele si ziarele pe care le pot citi ore in sir”.
De cand a devenit animator, Valentin zice ca este mai dezghetat, cunoaste drepturile
si stie cum sa lupte pentru ele. ,,Eram mai rusinos pe timpuri. Nici nu indrazneam sa
intreb vreun profesor ceva. Acum ne stim drepturile, nu le permitem sa ridice vocea
la noi sau sa ne numeasca urat. Vorbim cu ei de la egal la egal, iar uneori sunt curiosi
sa participe si ei la activitatile noastre. De cateva ori ne-au invitat sa facem in locul
lor orele educative”.

in zilele de odihna Valentin, impreuna cu ceilalti animatori, organizeaza
concursuri, energizante sau mese rotunde. Temele propuse spre discutie fiind HIV/
SIDA si infectiile cu transmitere sexuala (ITS). ,, Mai inainte bdietii din clasele superioare
radeau cand vorbeam despre sexualitate, acum insa asculta atent si chiar ne adreseaza
multe intrebari”. Valentin considera ca o alta tema utila pentru tinerii din internat
este cea despre prietenie, rezolvarea conflictelor. La intrebarea ,cum te pregatesti
pentru activitati?”, raspunde:, Adun multa literatura la temele ce le discutam in
clasa si citesc, pentru ca sa fiu bine informat si sa pot informa si pe altii”. Valentin
spune ca a aplicat in practica cunostintele acumulate la seminare. ,Mult timp am
fost certati cu tinerii din internatele din Cazanesti si Leova, deoarece faceau curte
fetelor noastre. Dupa ce am participat impreund la seminarele de la Soroca si Chisinau

X

ne-am imprietenit si acum organizam activitati impreuna”, povesteste baiatul.

Valentin considera ca multi copii din internat sunt complexati, fiind respinsi de
satenii din localitate care ii numesc ,rai” si ,,destrabalati”. De aceea prin activitatile
lor animatorii fi ajuta sa-si invinga complexele. ,,Nu exista tineri rai, exista doar tineri
care nu au fost educati le timp. Incercdm sa informam colegii, s& le vorbim despre
dragoste si respect si majoritatea colegilor s-au schimbat in ochii nostri”, spune baiatul
cu mandrie. Daca la inceput putini elevi au manifestat dorinta de a deveni animatori,
acum fiecare isi doreste sa intre in ,,gasculita” lor. Si loc este pentru fiecare.




Huwman Stories

MAGAZINE

day. At the right time | will be able to use what I've learned at the seminars in
Soroca and Chisinau. For example, about sexually transmitted diseases, protection
methods, which are topics our teachers had avoided and we had no way of know-
ing about”, he says.

His role of animator makes him be more disciplined. Only in this way, Valentin
says, he manages to do his homework and organize various activities for children.
“In the fourth grade I was the worst student. Now | am the best at math and the
Romanian language, and | am generally among the best in the class”. History and
physics are the most difficult subjects for him. “I don't like history, because | don't
understand some events in textbooks. For example, how can they say that man
developed from monkey, while | know that man was created by God? | don't like
physics because it analyses complicated phenomena. But | study both, because my
teachers tell me they’ll serve me well one day. | like books with poems, magazines
and newspapers, which | can read for hours on end”. Since he became an anima-
tor, Valentin says he’s become more active, he knows his rights and knows how to
fight for them. "I used to be shier. | wouldn’t even dare ask a teacher something.
Now we know our rights, we don’t let them raise their voice or call us names. We
speak with them as equals, and sometimes they are also curious to participate in
our activities. Sometimes they let us hold their tutoring classes.”

On weekends Valentin and other animators organize contests, energizers or
round tables. They discuss HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted diseases. “Before, the
boys in higher grades used to laugh when we spoke about sexuality, but now they
are listening carefully and even ask us many questions”. Valentin believes that an-
other useful topic for the kids in the boarding school is friendship and conflict
resolution. When | asked him how he was preparing for his activities, he said: “I
collect information on the topics we will discuss in class, and | read it so | am
informed and can inform others”. Valentin says he’s already applied in practice
what he's learned at seminars. “For a long time we didn’t get along with the
students in the boarding schools of Cazanesti and Leova, because they were court-
ing our girls. After we participated together at the seminars in Soroca and Chisinau
we became friends and now we are organizing joint activities”, the boy says.

Valentin believes that many children at the boarding school have hang-ups
because they are rejected by villagers, who call them “bad” and “dissolute”. There-
fore, by their activities the animators are trying to help them overcome their com-
plexes. “There are no bad kids, there are only kids who haven’t been taught right
on time. We are trying to inform our fellow pupils, we speak to them about love
and respect, and the majority of them have changed before our eyes”, the boy says
with pride. While at the beginning few pupils wanted to become animators, now
everyone wants to be part of “the gang”. And there is room for everyone.
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Mi-am fdcut mai multi
prieteni de incredere

) &

{@i’( Natalia Costas )

ziarista

Istoria Marinei este la fel ca a altor zeci de copii de la internat. De parca ar fi
trasa la indigo. Parintii au divortat, iar mama, ramasa singura si fara serviciu stabil,
a fost nevoita sa-si dea unul dintre copii la internat. Chiar daca are 15 ani, Marina
isi da seama ca dupa absolvirea internatului are numai doud perspective. Una - sa
faca o scoala de meserii, asa cum au procedat majoritatea colegilor inaintea ei, sa
se angajeze intr-un atelier de croitorie sau salon de coafurd, cu un salariu mizer, si
sa stea multi aniin gazda. A doua - sa mearga la munca peste hotare. Marina, insa,
e decisa sa se rupa din acest calapod si sa urmeze propriul scenariu.

Marina avea noua ani cand parintii ei s-au despartit. Atunci, ca si celelalte trei
surori mai mari, trebuia sa aleaga cu cine dintre parinti sa ramana dupa divort. Ca
sa nu supere nici pe unul a decis sa stea la bunica si sa-i poata vedea pe ambii.
, Doar taicd-meu m-a vizitat de cateva ori. in rest, bunica imi purta de grija singura.
Mama pierduse serviciul, a vandut apartamentul sia cumparat o casa in sat, iar tata
s-a intors la prima lui sotie. Cand am implinit 13 ani, bunica a decedat si eu am
ramas a nimanui”, povesteste Marina, o fetita agera, slabuta, cu ochii mari si visatori.
isi aminteste ca dupa moartea bunicii nu a putut rdmane cu parintii sai. ,Mama imi
purta pica si nu o data mi-a reprosat: ,,acum de ce nu te duci la bunica-ta?”. Mi-a
SpUS Ca Nu are cu ce ma intretine si m-a dat la internat. Cu ea a rdmas sa locuiasca
doar sora-mea, care ii seamana leit”, continua firul povestirii. Sora cea mai mare se
- casatorise la Cimislia si a luat-o sa trdiasca la ea pe cea de-a doua sora. ,Primul si

” ultimul cadou de la mama a fost un pulover pe care mil-a daruit la 14 ani. Noroc ca

la internat ne incalta si ne imbraca. De acasa nu astept nici un ajutor. Mama imi
spune de fiecare data ca nu are bani, iar taica-meu are alti copii”.

in prim&vara aceasta, Marina spune c& a ramas descults. Cand trebuie s& mearga
la vreun seminar imprumuta incaltdminte si haine de la colegele ei. in vacants,
merge rar acasa, pentru ca de fiecare data iese cu cearta. ,Mi-i dor de mama...
incerc s&-i vorbesc frumos, dar ea, de fiecare datd, m& indeparteaza. Atunci imi
amintesc de bunica si plang”. Cand are nevoie de unele obiecte de igiena personala,
Marina zice ca o ajuta colegele ,,mai avute”. Pana acum un an, Marina credea ca
toata viata va ramane un ,,copil al nimanui”. ,Mama nu ma suna anul imprejur si
nu mai aveam nici o speranta in viata. Mi se parea ca daca voi cadea nimeni n-o sa-
mi dea 0 mana de ajutor. Daca dispar — nimeni n-o sa-mi simta lipsa.... De cand
sunt implicata in proiect am devenit mai increzatoare in fortele proprii. Cred ca o sa
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Maria’s story is the same as of other dozens of children at the boarding school. A
real copycat. Her parents divorced, and her mother, left alone and without a perma-
nent job, had to send one of her children to the boarding school. Even though she is
15, Marina realizes that after she finishes school she has only two options. One is to
go to a vocational school, as most of her fellow students have done, get a job as a
seamstress or hairdresser at a miserable wage, and live for many years renting a room
in somebody else’s house. The second option is to go abroad to work. But Marina is
set on breaking away from this clichin and following her own scenario.

Marina was nine when her parents separated. She, and her three older sisters,
had to choose the parent with which to stay after the divorce. In order not to upset
any of them she decided to stay with her grandmother and see both. “Only my
father saw me several times. My grandmother took care of me all on her own. My
mother had lost her job, sold the apartment and bought a house in a village, and
my father returned to his first wife. When | turned 13, grandmother died and | was
left on my own”, Marina says. She is a smart, thin girl with big and dreamy eyes.
She recalls that after her grandmother’s death she couldn’t stay with her parents.
"My mother was angry with me and she reproached me many times, ‘why are you
not going to your grandmother now?"” She told me she couldn’t support me and
sent me to the boarding school. Only my sister, who looks exactly like mother,
stayed to live with her. The oldest sister married in Cimislia and took the second

sister to live with her family. “The first and last present my mother ever made me &?
was a pullover she gave me when | was 14. It's good they give us clothes and shoes \\3
at the boarding school. | am not expecting any help from home. Mother always v~

says she doesn’t have money, while father has other children now”.

Marina says she’s been left barefoot this spring. When she has to go to a semi-
nar she borrows shoes and clothes from her fellow pupils. She rarely goes home for
vacation, because each time a fight breaks out. “I miss my mother. | am trying to
speak nicely to her, but she always keeps me at a distance. Then | remember about
grandmother and start to cry”. When she needs things of personal hygiene, Marina
says her “wealthier” fellow pupils help her out. Until a year ago Marina thought
she would be nobody’s child all her life. “Mother wouldn’t call all year long and |
had no hope in life. | thought if | should fall nobody would stretch out a hand. If |
should disappear nobody would miss me. Since I've been involved in the project |
have become more confident in myself. | think I'll make it in life”, she says opti-
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ma descurc in viata”, spune ea cu optimism. De un an a devenit peer-educator si a
invatat cea mai importanta lectie — sa nu lase niciodata mainile in jos si sa lupte
pentru realizarea visurilor sale. , Trebuie sa ma ajut pe mine insumi. De aceea vreau
sa am studii superioare si sa ma pot intretine singura”, spune fata.

La ultimul training la care participase Marina a descoperit dragostea pentru
jurnalism. ,,Si mai Tnainte imi placea aceasta meserie, pentru ca ai posibilitate sa
calatoresti mult, sa te intalnesti cu oameni interesanti. Aveam insa emotii ca n-o sa
pot scrie. La ultimul seminar am participat la un atelier de jurnalism si impreuna cu
alti colegi am editat un ziar. La inceput a fost complicat, dar am invatat din mers.
Cu ajutorul formatorilor am scris doua materiale — unul despre voluntarii care au
participat la seminar si al doilea despre femeia de serviciu din tabdra in care am
stat”, zice Marina. Vrea sa devina un bun jurnalist si pentru aceasta invata tehnici
de scriere, cuvinte noi si nu lasa sa treaca pe alaturi nici o persoana fara ca sa-i puna
vreo intrebare. , Daca voi avea norocul sa ajung jurnalist, o sa scriu despre oameni
necdjiti, ca macar astfel sa-i ajut”. Spera sa ajunga in ziua cand vor edita impreuna
cu echipa de animatori de la egal la egal un ziar al internatului. ,, O sa reusesc,
pentru ca primele incercari sunt mai grele”, isi spune fata.

Pe langa aptitudinile pentru scris Marina a inteles ca mai dispune de bune
calitati organizatorice. , De cand am devenit animator de la egal la egal am devenit
mai organizatd. Invat mai bine si reusesc s& fac activitati despre comunicare, HIV/
SIDA, solutionarea conflictelor in mai multe clase. Sora mea mi-a dat 3 lei si am
cumparat o mapa in care am adunat sute de hartii cu informatiile necesare pentru
aceste ore. Asi vrea sa am Cartea Mare a Jocurilor din care m-as inspira pentru
lectiile mele. Deocamdata n-o am, de aceea scriu toate activitatile pe foi, iar
observatiile copiilor - intr-un caiet special”. Daca la inceput profesorii au privit
activitatile animatorilor de la egal la egal cu mult scepticism, acum fi invita sa petreaca
lectii in toate clasele superioare. ,,Dupd un an de activitate elevii ne asteapta cu
nerabdare la ore, ne asculta atent si ne bombardeaza cu intrebari. lar profesorii ne-
au luat in serios si ne incurajeaza”, povesteste fata cu mult entuziasm. Cu un debit
verbal ,,contra cronometru” fata ne explica cu lux de amanunte despre temele pe
care le discuta la seminare si despre felul cum reactioneaza publicul.

,De cand organizam aceste activitati, am observat cum copii de la internat s-
au schimbat spre bine. Au devenit mai uniti si nu mai sunt atat de obraznici. Mi-am
facut mai multi prieteni in care pot avea incredere”.

Desi locuiau sub acelasi acoperis si invatau la acelasi internat, Marina zice ca
pana acum un an multi dintre elevi nu se mai vazuse. Marina considera ca viata ei
a prins sens. Are increde ca dupa absolvirea internatului va reusi sa-si continue
studiile si ca isi va crea o familie in care copiii vor creste neapdrat langa parintii lor.
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mistically. For a year now she’s been a peer educator and she’s learned the most
important lesson—never to let her head down and to fight for her dreams. “I have
to help myself. That's why | want to receive a college education and be able to
support myself”, the girl says.

The first training course she went to, Marina discovered her love for journalism.
"I liked this profession before too, because you have the opportunity to travel a lot,
meet interesting people. But | was nervous that | wouldn’t be able to write. During
the last seminar | participated in a journalism workshop and made a newspaper
together with others. It was difficult at the beginning, but | learned by doing. |
wrote two stories with the help of the trainers—one about the volunteers who
participated in the seminar, and the second one about the cleaning lady who was
working in the camp where we stayed”, Marina says. She wants to become a good
journalist, and to this end she is learning writing techniques, new words, and she
doesn’t let anyone pass by without asking them a question. “If | am lucky enough
to become a journalist, | will be writing about unhappy people, and that will be my
way of helping them”. She hopes to see the day on which she and her team of peer
educators will be publishing the school’s newspaper. “I will make it, it's only the
beginning that is difficult”, Marina says.

Besides her talent for writing, Marina realized she also had organizational skills.
“Since I've become a peer educator | have become more organized. | get better
grades and manage to hold classes on communication, HIV/AIDS, conflict resolu-
tion. My sister gave me three lei and | bought a folder, where I've collected hun-
dreds of sheets of paper with information for those classes. | wish | had the Great
Book of Games, which | could use for my classes. | don't have it yet, that's why | am
writing on paper all the activities and in a special notebook the children’s observa-
tions”. While at the beginning teachers were very skeptical about peer educators,
now they teach them to hold classes in the upper grades. “ After a year of work, our
pupils can't wait for our classes, they listen to us carefully and flood us with ques-
tions. The teachers too have taken us seriously and are now encouraging us,” the
girl says with a lot of enthusiasm. Speaking quickly, as if she were competing with
somebody, the girl explains to us in much detail the topics she discusses in her
seminars and how the audience reacts.

“Since we have been conducting these activities, we have noticed a positive
change in the children at the boarding school. They've become more united and
they are not as naughty as before. I've made many friends | can trust”.

Although they lived under the same roof and went to the same school, Marina
says before a year ago she hadn't seen many of the students. She believes her life
has acquired a meaning. She is confident that after she graduates the boarding
school she will be able to continue her education and will have a family in which the
children will grow next to their parents.
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by Acum am daruri multe, dar dragoste

£ V e )4 « WV
% pdrinteascd mult prea putind
WC Ina Prisacaru )
ziarista
De cativa ani mama lui lon este plecata la munci in strainatate. Femeia a
ales drumul strainatatii, deoarece in R. Moldova nu reusea sa castige suficienti
bani pentru a putea asigura un trai decent celor trei copii ai sdi.

Acum lon, fratele si sora lui, pot sa-si vada mama doar cateva zile pe an.
Se intampla, de reguld, de sarbatori, cum ar fi, Craciunul si Pastele, cand
maicd-sa revine acasa, plina de daruri. “Ne bucuram, desigur, cand mamica
vine acasa, cu pungi pline de cadouri, dar ne intristam foarte mult cand ea
trebuie sa plece din nou in tari straine. Cand eram mai mic nu aveam parte
de cadouri, desi mi le doream foarte mult. Acum, am daruri suficiente, dar
dragoste parinteasca mult prea putind”, ne spune lon, elev in clasa a VllI-a la
gimnaziul-internat.

lon a fost adus la acest internat cand avea 12 ani. Atunci parintii sdi
divortaserd, iar el, impreuna cu fratele si sora, ramaseserd cu mama lor. Isi
aminteste cu infricosare cum tatal sau il batea, striga la el si il numea cu
cuvinte urate. ,Nu pot intelege de ce maturii sunt violenti cu propriii copii.
Cunosc copii care din cauza violentei parintilor au devenit bolnavi psihic. La
noi la internat avem colegi care fiind batuti de educatori paraseau internatul,
se izolau undeva pentru cateva zile, dupa care reveneau. Altii ar putea sa nu

¥ ” mai revind”..., spune lon.

@} Primele zile de internat au fost chinuitoare. Dupa socul produs de divortul
parintilor, a nimerit intr-un loc in care simtea ca nu e iubit si unde maturii —
educatorii il tratau ca pe o persoana neimportanta ce nu poate avea un viitor
frumos. Aceasta atitudine I-a determinat sa fie un copil tacut si fara prieteni.
Se izola in bibliotecd, unde citea carti si rasfoia reviste. Astfel, a descoperit
ca-i place calculatorul. Pentru ca nu avea posibilitatea sa lucreze nemijlocit la
calculator, sorbea orice informatie despre aceasta descoperire a tehnicii. S-a
bucurat foarte mult atunci cand a aflat ca la internat va fi selectat un grup de
elevi pentru ore de studiere a calculatorului. ins&, nu a fost ales in grupul
mult dorit, pe motiv ca nu avea rezultate stralucite la toate obiectele. S-a
intristat foarte mult, dar a rugat sa i se permita sa stea de o parte la aceste
cursuri, ca sa vada fie si de la distanta. La inceput, a stat la acelasi calculator . . . .
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lon’s mother has been away for several years now, working abroad. She
took to foreign countries since in Moldova she could not earn enough to
provide for a decent living for her three children.

Now lon, his brother, and his sister can see their mother only several days
a year. This happens usually on holidays, such as Christmas and Easter, when
their mother returns home bearing many presents. “We are happy, of course,
when mom comes home, bringing bagfuls of presents, but we become sad
again when she has to leave for foreign countries. When | was little | didn’t
receive many gifts, although | wanted gifts very much. Now | have enough
presents but too little parental love”, says lon Carma, an 8" grader at the
boarding school.

lon was brought to the boarding school when he was 12. Back then, his
parents had divorced and he, his brother and sister had remained with their
mother. He recalls with fear his father’s beating, screaming and cursing. “I
don’t understand why adults are violent with their own children. | know of
children who became psychically ill because of their parents’ violence. Here
at the boarding school, there have been students who, because the teach-
ers used to beat them, had to leave the school, hide somewhere for several
days, then come back. Some might never come back”, lon says. &?

The first days at the boarding school were painful. After the shock of the \\3
parents’ divorce, he found himself in a place where he felt no love and
where the adults—the teachers—treated him as somebody of little impor-
tance, who's future was doomed. This attitude made him reticent and friend-
less. He isolated himself in the library, where he read books and leafed through
magazines. Thus he discovered his love for computers. Since he didn’t have
the opportunity to work at a computer, lon soaked in every piece of infor-
mation about this achievement of technology. He felt very happy when he
learned that a group of students from his boarding school was to be se-
lected for computer classes. But he wasn't selected for the coveted course
because he wasn't brilliant in all the subjects of study. This made him very
sad, but he asked to be allowed to be present in the class, so he could *
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impreuna cu alt bdiat. Peste ceva timp, unii elevi au renuntat la ore, pentru
ca se plictiseau. ,Mi se pare firesc sa fii pasionat de anumite discipline si nu
mi se pare corect sa fii impus sa le inveti pe note de zece pe toate”, considera
lon. Acum, lon este autorul unei pagini web, in care a plasat informatii
despre pasiunile lui, prietenii si familia sa. De asemenea, comunica prin e-
mail cu multi prieteni, pe care i-a facut in timpul cursurilor de voluntariat. De
fapt, aceste cursuri au insemnat mult pentru el. Zice ca a devenit mult mai
deschis fata de cei din jurul sau si mai comunicativ. Acesta este ultimul an de
aflare in internat. Impreund cu maicé-sa, au decis s&-si faca ultimul an de
studii la un liceu din Chisindu. Dupa absolvirea liceului, vrea sa devina stu-
dent la o facultate de informatica sau, daca nu, sa devina prisacar. Zice ca
trebuie sa reuseascd, pentru ca anume aceasta-i place sa faca cel mai mult.
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observe at least from a distance. At the beginning, he sat at the same com-
puter with another boy. After a while, some students gave up the class,
because they felt bored. “I think it is natural to be passionate about some
subjects and | don't think it is fair to be forced to have straight ‘A’s in all
courses”, lon believes. Now lon administers a Web page where he writes
about his passions, friends and family. Also, he communicates via e-mail
with many friends he has made during volunteership courses. In fact, these
courses meant a lot to him. He says he became much more open to others
and more communicative. This is his last year in the boarding school. He and
his mother decided to go for the last year of study to a school in Chisindu.
After graduating the high-school, he wants to become a student of com-
puter science or, if that fails, a beekeeper. He says he should make it, be-
cause this is what he likes doing the most.
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Liliana are un vis foarte frumos. Ea vrea sa devina vedeta de cinema la Holly-
wood. In anumite zile, in ograda gimnaziului-internat poate fi vazuta improvizand
anumite roluri. Ori de cate ori are posibilitatea, priveste filme artistice si examineaza
foarte atent felul in care anumiti actori isi joaca rolul. li plac filmele cu final opti-
mist, ca o poveste, si spera ca viata ei va fi aidoma unei povesti.

,Sa fii actrita e atat de minunat! Esti frumoasa, te poti preschimba in diferiti
oameni. li intelegi astfel pe cei din jur mai simplu. Daca esti talentatd, lumea te
admira, iti daruieste flori”, spune Liliana. Deocamdata, joaca in teatrul de papusi
al internatului. li reuseste destul de bine, pentru ca poate trece cu usurinta de la
o voce la alta. Cele mai de succes roluri au fost cele ale iepurelui si ale vulpii. li
plac si o emotioneaza foarte mult aplauzele spectatorilor, adica ale colegilor sai
de internat. Danseaza foarte frumos. Este incantatoare atunci cand o vezi rotindu-
se in vals, tangou sau cand danseaza in ritmurile hip-hop.

isi doreste mult s& locuiascd in SUA. Cunoaste multe lucruri despre aceastd
tara. Acolo, zice, oamenii sunt mai uniti, mai buni si acolo nu este saracie si
pdrintii nu sunt nevoiti sa-si dea copiii dragi la internat. Liliana are 14 ani si de trei
ani invata si trdieste in gimnaziul internat. Sunt multi in familie - sapte copii de
tot. Mama ei e plecata de cativa ani in strainatate dupa castiguri. Tatal a ramas
acasa, dar nu a avut mult timp serviciu. De cateva saptamani, a fost acceptat ca
brigadier. Ca sa nu repete saracia parintilor crede ca trebuie sa invete mult, sa-si

- gaseasca o profesie si sa fie un bun specialist.
” Pentru ca actoria este un vis, care, cine stie se va realiza sau nu, Liliana si-a
gasit deja o profesie. Vrea sa devina traducator si deja se pregdteste temeinic
pentru aceasta. Acum invata franceza si engleza. li place foarte mult germana,
dar, din pacate, la internat nu se studiaza aceasta limba. , Oricum, intr-o buna zi
VvOi cunoaste si germana”, este convinsa Liliana.

Liliana este voluntara de la egal la egal. Ea spune ca aceste cursuri i-au dat
culoare copilariei ei. Datorita lor, si-a facut multi prieteni atat in internatul unde
locuieste si nvatd, cat si din alte localitati. Este foarte bucuroasa atunci cand se
fac noi sesiuni de voluntariat, caci are posibilitatea sa cunoasca amici noi si sa-i
revada pe cei mai vechi. La internat si-a facut un prieten foarte bun, originar din
Tadjikistan. Sunt din clase diferite, dar in fiecare zi se intalnesc dupa lectii si-si
povestesc unul altuia intamplarile de peste zi. Discuta anumite situatii din internat
si iau impreuna anumite decizii. , Este foarte important sa nu te simti si sa nu fii
singur, pentru ca singuratatea face numai daune”, crede Liliana.
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Liliana has a beautiful dream. She wants to become a movie star in Hollywood.
On certain days, she can be seen improvising roles in the courtyard of the boarding
school. Each time there is an opportunity, she watches movies and studies very
carefully the way certain actors play their roles. She likes movies with optimistic
endings, like fairytales, and she hopes her life will be like a fairytale.

“Being an actress is so great! You are beautiful, you can become different people.
This way you can understand the people around you easier. If you have talent,
people admire you, give you flowers”, Liliana says. For now, she acts in the puppet
theater of the boarding school. She is quite good at it, because she can switch easily
from one voice to another. Her most successful roles have been those of the rabbit
and of the fox. She likes it when the audience—i.e. her fellow pupils—applaud,
which moves her very much. She dances very well too. She is charming when you
see her swirling in a waltz, tango or when she dances hip-hop. She wants very much
to live in the USA. She knows a lot about this country. The people over there, she
says, are more united, more kind, and there is no poverty there and parents don’t
have to send their dear children to boarding schools.

Liliana is 14 and for three years she has been studying and living at the boarding
school. She is one of the seven children in her family. Her mother has been away in
other countries to earn money. Her father stayed at home, and for a long time he
didn’t have a job. Several weeks ago he was hired to head a brigade. To avoid being

poor as her parents, Liliana believes that she ought to study a lot, find an occupation

and become a good professional. &:?
Since acting is a dream of hers that might or might not come true, Liliana has \ A

found for herself a profession. She wants to become an interpreter and she is al- Nt

ready preparing seriously for it. Now she studies French and English. She likes Ger-
man a lot, but unfortunately at the boarding school there are no courses of Ger-
man. “Anyway, one day | will speak German too”, Liliana is convinced. Liliana is a
volunteer peer educator. She says this course put color in her childhood. Thanks to
the courses, she has made many friends both at her boarding school as well as in
other communities. She is very happy when new volunteership sessions are an-
nounced, for it is then that she has the opportunity to make new friends and see
again the old ones. At the school, she has a very good friend, from Tajikistan. They
are from different groups, but every day they meet after classes and tell each other
the events of the day. They discuss certain situations from their boarding school and
together they make certain decisions. “It is very important neither to feel nor to be
alone, because loneliness does only harm”, Liliana believes.
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.Libertate inseamna sa faci ceea ce vrei, dar sa stii ceea ce faci”, astfel
concepe libertatea Mariana, de 18 ani, voluntara de la egal la egal la gimnaziul-
internat.

Mariana a fost adusa la acest internat la varsta de 10 ani. Taica-sau murise
cu trei ani mai devreme, iar mama ei, fiind somera, nu avea cu ce sa-si intretina
cei cinci copii ai s&i, patru fete si un baiat. In incercarea de a gasi bani pentru o
bucata de paine, fata, de dimineata devreme pana seara tarziu, colinda strazile
in lung si-n lat, rscolea gunoistile sau cersea bani. intr-un timp, a fost si ciobanita
la oi si vaci.

Bantuita de saracie, negasind nici o sursa sigura de existentd, mama ei a
considerat drept salvare aducerea copiilor sdi la internat. , imi amintesc si astazi
cu fiori prima zi de gimnaziu. Nu doream sa comunic cu nimeni. Stateam prin
colturi de coridoare si plangeam. Profesorii nu incercau in nici un fel sa ma ajute
sa ma integrez”, isi aminteste cu tristete Mariana. Adevarul e ca la cei zece ani
ai sdi, ea nu cunostea alfabetul, nu putea scrie, numara. A fost repartizata,
evident, in clasa intai, fiind, astfel, cu patru ani mai mare decat colegii sai de
clasa. ,Nu ma simteam in largul meu, dar fiind o fire baietoasa m-am descurcat
relativ repede si mi-am facut prieteni, cei mai multi in randul baietilor”, povesteste
E Mariana. De fapt, multi colegi de scoald care o cunosteau mai putin, o considerau

©) baiat. Tunsa scurt, imbracata in pantalonisiin pulovgre largi, cu un mers baietesc,
5 Mariana, pe adevaratelea, semana cu un badiat. Intr-o zi chiar a primit si un
biletel de dragoste de la o fata din alta clasa, care era sigura ca-i scrie unui baiat
frumos si interesant. {i placeau luptele martiale, iar pana in clasa a noua a fost
cea mai buna la sport, chiar si in randul baietilor.

,Acum trei ani, ajunsa la varsta pubertatii, am inteles ca trebuie sa-mi schimb
comportamentul, sa devin mai rafinata, mai romantica, mai feminind”, ne spune
tanara fata. In acele clipe, avea nevoie de sprijinul maturilor, de care, insd, nu a
avut parte. Ce inseamna dragoste, poti sa te saruti cu un baiat la varsta de 13
ani, ce carti e bine sa citesti la acesti ani, ce e SIDA, pe cat de daunator este
fumatul?, acestea au fost putinele din intrebdrile la care Mariana, de una singura,
nu putea gasi raspuns. ,Aveam nevoie sa fiu inteleasa si sustinuta macardeo. . . .
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“Freedom means doing what you want, but knowing what you are doing”,

this is how Mariana, 18, conceives of freedom. She is a peer education volun-
teer at the boarding school.

Mariana was brought to this boarding school when she was ten. Her father
had died three years before, while her mother, who was unemployed, had no
means to support her five children: four girls and a boy. Trying to find money for
food, the girl walked the streets all day long going through trash cans or beg-
ging. For a while she even worked as a shepherdess of sheep and cows.

Haunted by poverty, with no stable source of livelihood, her mother saw the
boarding school as a salvation for her children. “I still remember with dread the
first day of school. I didnt want to speak with anyone. | would hide in corridor
corners and weep. The teachers were doing nothing to help me integrate”,
Mariana recalls with sorrow. The truth is that at the age of ten she didn’t know
the alphabet, she couldn’t write nor count. She was sent, obviously, to grade
one, where she was four years older than her fellow classmates. “l wasn't feel-
ing at home, but as | had a boyish spirit | came out of it quite soon and managed
to make friends, mostly among boys”, Mariana says. In fact, many of her school-
mates, who didn’t know her very closely, did think she was a boy. With short
hair, wearing pants and roomy pullovers, with a boyish walk, Mariana indeed &?
looked like a boy. One day she even received a love note from a girl in a different \\3 .
class, who was sure she had written to a handsome and interesting boy. Mariana
liked martial arts, and to the ninth grade she was the best in sports, even among
boys.

“Three years ago, when | reached puberty, | realized | had to change, be-
come more refined, more romantic and feminine”, the young girl says. At that
point she needed the support of adults, which, however, never came. What
does love mean, can you kiss a boy if you are thirteen, what books are good for
you at this age, what is AIDS, how harmful is smoking?—these were a few of
the questions to which Mariana could not find answers on her own. “I needed
to be understood and supported at least by one human being. But nobody came
along to help me, everyone thought | was weird and they didn’t want to help °
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singura fiinta. Nimeni, insa, nu mi-a venit in ajutor, toti ma considerau caraghioasa
sinu aveau chef sa ma ajute”, povesteste Mariana. Ea considera foarte importanta
sustinerea tinerilor de citre maturi. In lipsa acestui sprijin, multi copii isi pierd
increderea in fortele proprii, fapt ce le aduce numai daune.

.Am fost nespus de bucuroasa cand am aflat ca la internatul nostru vor fi
instruiti voluntari care vor face ore de la egal la egal cu copiii. Ma bucur si mai
mult ca printre acesti voluntari ma aflu si eu. Gratie mai multor seminare si ore
de dezvoltare a deprinderilor de viata, copiii de la internat au devenit mult mai
prietenosi, deschisi, comunicativi si mai increzuti in propriile puteri”, spune
Mariana. Acum ea organizeaza activitati de formare a deprinderilor de viata la
cateva clase din internat. La aceste ore ea incearca sa le dezvolte si sa le insufle
colegilor sai mai mici mult optimism, incredere in propriile forte. , Toti copiii de
la acest internat sunt adevarate personalitati, chiar daca au o soarta diferita de
a altor copii de varsta lor”, sustine Mariana, care peste un an va absolvi gimnaziul-
internat. Isi doreste foarte mult sa devind psiholog sau asistent social. Este
constienta ca nu-i va fi atat de simplu sa-si urmeze studiile la facultate si sa-si
gaseasca un serviciu adecvat pregatirii sale, dar zice ca va reusi, pentru ca atunci
cand ai un vis si tinzi sa- realizezi, obtii, in final, ceea ce ravnesti.
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me"”, Mariana says. She believes that it is very important that children be sup-
ported by adults. When this support is not there, many children lose their self-
confidence, which can lead only to harm.

“I was extremely happy when | learned that volunteers would be trained at
our boarding school, and then they would hold peer education classes with
children. I am very happy to be among those volunteers. Due to a number of
seminars and life skills development classes, the children at our boarding school
have become much more friendly, open, communicative and self-confident”,
Mariana says. Now she organizes life skills education activities in several classes
of the school. During these classes, she tries to develop optimism and self-con-
fidence in her younger schoolmates. “All children in this boarding school are
true personalities, even though their lives are different from those of other chil-
dren of their age”, Mariana says. In a year she will graduate the school. Her
dream is to become a psychologist or social worker. She knows that it will not
be very easy for her to continue her education in university and then find a job
matching her education, but she says she will make it, for when you have a
dream and want to fulfill it, you finally get what you aspire to.




JURNALUL y P

: I.st.o;iiZm.' ijv.m;n.e : : 2 ‘
Credeam cd SIDA

{é}'( Ina Prisdcaru ) d’spar € ca §’ febr a

ziarista

-

bl

e o o o @

Sa ajuti copiii care au nevoie de un sprijin. Sa faci asta din placere. Sa vezi cum
sustinerea ta inspira viata, da incredere si speranta tinerilor lipsiti de ea din anumite
motive. Aceasta ii place Olgai sa faca cel mai mult si aceasta numeste ea voluntariat.
Doreste sa devina formator, dar cat a cautat nu a gasit o asemenea facultate. Mai
are de studiat la gimnaziul-internat inca patru ani si spera ca in acest timp va fi
infiintata si facultatea ei mult dorita.

Olga are 12 ani si de cinci ani peretii internatului ii sunt casa si scoald. Ambii
pdrinti fi sunt in viata si locuiesc in aceeasi casa in care Olga, impreuna cu fratele ei
mai mare, au crescut. De mai multi ani mama Olgai este grav bolnava si nu poate
avea un serviciu. Banii adunati de tatal lor le ajungea pentru paine si atat. Intr-o zi
pdrintii, fara a tine cont de parerea copiilor, au decis sa-i dea la internat. ,,Mama nu
ma du la internat. Nu vreau. Acolo copiii sunt rai si ma vor bate”, o ruga Olga pe
maica-sa in genunchi si cu lacrimi in ochi. Nu dorea sa plece la internat nici fratele ei
mai mare.

La inceput se ferea de copii, se temea de ei. Singura persoana cu care comunica
era fratele. in acele zile, ambii au fost mai uniti ca niciodata. Olga fi impletea ciorapi
fratelui, iar el renunta la o parte din mancare de dragul ei. Cu timpul, Olga a redevenit
fata vesela si setoasa de comunicare, cum era, de fapt, acasa. Atunci, multi copii pe
care-i considera rautaciosi si periculosi i-au devenit adevarati prieteni. ,, Suntem ca o
familie mare si unitd”, asa-i place Olgai sa descrie acum gimnaziul-internat. Chiar
daca zice ca se simte bine la internat, oricum, la fiecare sfarsit de saptamana, pleaca
. impreuna cu fratele ei acasa, la parinti. “Daca esti pasiv, atunci esti inchis in tine, nu

@} ai .prieten.i SI réméi fara nici un .sprijir).,. ajutor. Trebuie sa fim respectuosi, intelegatori,

| prietenosi si sa-i tratam pe toti copiii de la egal la egal”, considera Olga.

Cursurile de dezvoltare a deprinderilor de viata au fost o adevarata descoperire
pentru ea. Zice ca a aflat multe lucruri noi despre sanatate, igiena, comunicare etc.,
pe care nu ezita sa le impartaseasca altora. lata ce mi-a spus si mie: ,,Cand eram mai
mica, credeam ca SIDA este o infectie obisnuita, cum ar fi febra, care trece peste un
timp. Nici nu banuiam ca are efect tragic. Acum stiu exact cum sa ma feresc de
aceasta maladie si fti spun si tie in caz ca ai uitat”. Desi incd nu a intalnit persoane
infectate cu HIV, spune ca acest virus nu ar fi o piedica pentru a lega o prietenie cu
ele. ,In viata aceasta se intampla lucruri foarte triste. Cred ca o mare parte din
persoanele infectate cu HIV sau bolnavi de SIDA s-au infectat din greseald, din
nestiinta. Imi imaginez cat de singuri se simt ei. De aceea cred c& au nevoie de
prietenie, pe care o poate oferi oricine dintre noi”, spune Olga, fata care a facut din
voluntariat o pasiune.
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To help the children who need support. To do this because you like it. To see
how your support inspires life into, gives confidence and hope to young people
deprived of it for different reasons. This is what Olga likes doing the most and this is
what she calls volunteer work. She wants to become a trainer, but she couldn’t find
a university for this, although she did look. She still has four years to go in the
boarding school and she hopes that in the meantime a university of this kind will
appear. Olga is 12 and for five years the boarding school has been her home and
class. Both of her parents live in the house where Olga and her elder brother grew
up. For several years Olga’s mother has been seriously ill and she can’t have a job.
The money their father earned was enough only to buy bread and nothing else. One
day the parents, without asking the children, decided to send them to the boarding
school. “Mother, don’t send me to the boarding school, | don't want to go there.
The children there are nasty and they are going to beat me”, Olga pled with her
mother kneeling and weeping. Neither did her elder brother want to go to the
boarding school.

At the beginning she avoided other children, she was afraid of them. The only
person she communicated with was her brother. They were as united as ever in
those days. Olga would knit socks for her brother, while he gave her a part of his
meals. Gradually Olga regained her joy and thirst for communication—this is the
way she had used to be at home. At that point many children she had considered
malicious and dangerous became her friends. “We are all like a big, united family”,

this is how Olga likes describing the boarding school. Although she says she feels -
well at school, every weekend she and her brother go home to their parents. “When &:?
you are passive, introverted, you have no friends and are left with no support nor \\3
help. We have to be respectful, understanding, friendly, and treat all children like Nl

our equals”, Olga believes.

The life skills courses were a true discovery for her. She says she has been able to
learn a lot of new things about health, hygiene, communication, etc., which she
doesn't hesitate to share with others. This is what she told me: “When | was little, |
thought AIDS was a regular infection, such as fever, which goes away after a while.
| didn’t even suspect it had a tragic outcome. Now | know exactly how to avoid this
disease and | can tell you too if you forgot”. Although she hasnt met yet HIV-
positive people, she says this virus would not stop her from befriending them. “Many
sad things happen in this life. | believe that a great share of HIV positives or people
having AIDS became infected by accident, out of ignorance. | can only imagine how
lonely they must feel. Therefore | think they need friendship, and anyone of us could
offer it to them”, says Olga, the girl who has turned volunteer work into a passion.
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Roman a fost adus la internat in anul 2000. Avea 11 ani, dar nu stia sa citeascd, nici
sa scrie. Desi copiii de varsta lui erau in clasa a patra si scriau deja compuneri, rezolvau
diferite ecuatii matematice, Roman nu cunostea nici macar alfabetul. in patru ani si-a
depus toata straduinta pentru a-si ajunge colegii de varsta. Acum este in clasa a sasea.
Crede ca anul acesta va fi la egal cu cei de varsta lui, adica va invata in clasa a opta.

A avut o copilarie care |-a marcat enorm. S-a nascut la Chisindu, dar de mic a plecat
fmpreuna cu parintii sa locuiasca in Rusia. Cand a implinit sase ani, au revenit din nou in
R. Moldova. In chiar prima zi de la sosire cu totii au ramas fara acte de identitate.
Roman a fost lasat pentru putin timp de parinti in strada cu tot cu bagaje. Muzica ce se
auzea de la chioscul de casete audio si video de alaturi I-a captivat atat de mult incat
nici nu a observat cum i-a fost furata geanta cu tot cu acte.

Fara pasaport, parintii lui Roman nu-si puteau gasi un serviciu, iar el nu putea fi
inmatriculat la scoald. Trebuiau, Insa, sa se descurce cumva. Nu aveau de ales si faceau
mundi zilnice, sezoniere, la care oboseau mult si pentru care erau platiti putin. Intr-o zi,
tatal lui a iesit din casa si nu s-a mai intors. Dupa disparitie, o parte din responsabilitatile
tatalui i-au revenit lui Roman. Baiatul se trezea dis-de-dimineata si se intorcea acasa
seara tarziu. Era copil, dar muncea ca un matur. intr-o seard cand se odihnea dupé
munca istovitoare, a auzit afara strigatul mamei. A iesit si a vazut-o pe mama lui intinsa
la pamant. Un trecator beat a injunghiat-o in fata casei lor, crezand ca are bani sau aur
cu ea. Mama a murit in ochii lui Roman. ,, Dupa inmormantare, mi-a fost insuportabil
" de greu. Dorul de parinti, frica, foamea, lipsa banilor erau stari ce le simteam in fiecare

zi", povesteste Roman. Dupa aproape jumatate de an de la moartea mamei, bdiatul a
t@} fost luat din strada la Inspectoratul de politie si repartizat la internat.

Pentru el, spre deosebire de alti copii cu parinti, internatul a insemnat nu doar
acoperis de asupra capului si hrana, ci si grija maturilor care nu putea fi comparata cu
cea a parintilor, dar care era dorita si apreciata de Roman. La internat a cunoscut
farmecul cartilor si pretul prieteniei adevarate. in special, cursurile de la egal la egal au
insemnat o schimbare de cotiturd. ,Chiar dupa primele seminare de la egal la egal am
devenit mai increzut in propriile puteri si mi-am facut multi prieteni. Am inteles ca am
capacitati ca si alti copii care nu duc lipsa de nimic, au parinti, invata in scoli cu plata, se
imbraca in haine scumpe. Important e sa am vointa, sa fiu perseverent si voi reusi”, zice

Roman. {i place mult fotbalul. Face sport aproape in fiecare zi. Vrea sa devind militar
sau sa fie angajat in fortele speciale. ,Vreau sa salvez viata altora, daca nu am putut sa
salvez viata mamei mele”, spune Roman.
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Roman was brought to the boarding school in 2000. He was 11, but he could
neither write nor read. Although other children of his age were in the fourth grade and
were writing essays and solving math exercises, Roman didn’t even know the alphabet.
In the course of four years he did his best to catch up with his peers. Now he is in the
sixth grade. He believes this year he will come abreast of his peers, that is he will join
the eighth grade.

His childhood marked him strongly. He was born in Chisinau, but when he was
small he and his parents left for Russia. When he turned six, his family returned to
Moldova. On their first day in Moldova they lost all their documents when Roman was
left for a short time in the street alone with the luggage. The music coming out of a
kiosk selling audio and video tapes fascinated him so much that he didn‘t even see how
somebody stole the bags and the documents in them.

Left without passports, Roman’s parents couldn’t find a job, while he couldn’t be
admitted to school. But they had to do something to live. They had no choice so they
worked as day laborers, seasonal workers, which made them very tired but earned them
little money. One day his father left home and never came back. After his disappearance,
Roman had to take over some of the father’s responsibilities. The boy had to wake up
early in the morning and return home late at night. He was a child but had to work as an
adult. One evening, as he was resting after the exhausting work, he heard his mother
scream outside. He dashed out and saw his mother lying on the ground. A drunk pass-
erby stabbed her in front of their house, thinking she had money or gold on her. The
mother died in front of Roman’s eyes. “After the funeral, life became unbearable for me.
Missing my parents, fear, hunger, the lack of money were things | felt every day”, Roman
says. Almost six months after his mother’s death, the boy was picked up in the street and
taken to a police station and then sent to the boarding school.

For him, unlike for children who had parents, the boarding school meant not only a
roof over his head and food, but also care shown by adults, which couldn’t be compared
to parental care but which Roman nevertheless welcomed and appreciated. At the boarding
school he learned about the charm of books and the price of true friendship. The peer
education courses inroduced in his life a sharp change. “Even after the initial peer educa-
tion seminars | became more self-confident and made many friends. | realized that | had
abilities like the children who didn’t lack of anything, had parents, went to private schools,
wore expensive clothes. The important thing for me is to have the will, to persevere, and
then | know | will make it”, Roman says. He likes football a lot. He exercises almost every
day. He wants to become a soldier or work for special forces. “I want to save other
people’s lives, since | couldn’t save the life of my mother”, Roman says.
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Doua surori gemene care se misca frumos si incantator intr-un dans modern.
Atata pasiune si traire in priviri si in miscari n-am mai vazut demult. La un moment
dat mi-am dat seama ca aplaud intr-o sala pustie de hotel in care eram doar eu si
surorile gemene Svetlana si Nadia. Aceste fete nu au frecventat niciodata cursurile
de dans modern sau clasic, dar se misca aproape ca niste dansatoare de clasa.

Svetlana si Nadia de cativa ani locuiesc si invata la internat. Desi nu se simt acolo
ca acasa, surorile gemene, firi artistice ce sunt, initiaza diferite activitati interesante
care dau culoare vietii monotone de la internat. Bundoara, in noiembrie au organizat
sarbatoarea zilelor de nastere ale elevilor ndscuti toamna. in internat nu se serbeaza
zilele de nastere si nu se dau cadouri, cum se obisnuieste in orice familie. In lipsa
totala a banilor, Nadia si Svetlana au creat de unele singure un dans exclusiv pentru
sarbatoriti. Acea zi a fost una de neuitat pentru multi copii. Tot ele au fost unele din
initiatoarele concursului de tinere talente din gimnaziul lor - ,,Ploaia de stele”. Si-au
dorit foarte mult sa obtind primul loc. S-au pregatit mult si au reusit. De atunci,
fetele sunt numite dansatoarele gimnaziului.

Cand au venit prima oara la Soroca, la o sesiune a cursurilor deprinderi de

viata, Nadia si Svetlana au adus cu ele si o surpriza ... dansanta, evident. Fetele
au inscenat, sub forma de clip muzical, povestea ridichei. Deci, au lipit din hartie
coloraté o ridiche mare, pe care au purtat-o pe cap ca pe o cusma. In acest clip,
Svetlanei i-a revenit rolul babei si, pentru a semana mai bine cu personajul, si-a pus
3 pe cap o broboada. Ce au insemnat pentru ele cursurile de voluntari de la egal la
” egal? O noua apropiere de mama, cel putin o incercare de a realiza aceasta
apropiere, au raspuns in unison surorile. ,Ne dorim foarte mult s-o putem schimba
pe mamica noastra. Vrem sa simtim ca mama ne iubeste si ca ii pasa de noi”, spune
Nadia. ,Exact ca si versurile dintr-un cantec — avem nevoie de putina dragoste in
plus. Ne-ar placea ca mama sa ne iubeasca si sa ne invete viata pas cu pas”, o
completeaza Svetlana.

in clipa in care au spus aceste cuvinte, ambelor le-au podidit lacrimile si, rusinate
parca de ele, si-au plecat capul, crezand ca astfel isi ascund de cei din jur emotiile ce
le-au coplesit. Adevarul e ca atat Nadia, cat si Svetlana au fost atasate mai mult de
tatal lor, acesta fiindu-le parinte, prieten si indrumator, totodata. Moartea tatalui a
insemnat o ruptura mare pentru ele - si-au pierdut fiinta cea mai iubita. Mama,
socata de moartea sotului, s-a izolat si le acorda prea putina atentie fetitelor. La
scurt timp, le-a lasat la internat. Acum, dorinta lor cea mai mare este sa recastige
dragostea mamei si sa locuiasca cu ea sub acelasi acoperis.
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Two twin sisters move with grace and charm in a modern dance. | had not seen
in a long time so much passion and emotion in movement. | suddenly realized that
| was applauding alone in an empty hotel hall, with only myself and the twin sisters
Svetlana and Nadia. These girls had never gone to professional courses of modern
or classical dance, but they moved almost like trained dancers.

For several years Svetlana and Nadia have been living and studying in the board-
ing school. Although they don’t feel quite at home here, the twins, thanks to their
artistic spirit, initiate various interesting activities that put color into the monotonous
life of the school. For example, in November they organized the birthdays of the
pupils born in autumn. There are no birthdays and no presents in the boarding
school, not like in a family. As they had no money, Nadia and Svetlana developed
themselves an exclusive dance for the celebrated. That was an unforgettable day
for many children. The twins were among the initiators of a talent contest at their
boarding school, “The Star Rain”. They wanted very much to receive the first prize.
They trained a lot and they won the prize. Since then, the girls have been called the
dancers of the school.

When they arrived for the first time in Soroca, for a lifeskills course, Nadia and
Svetlana had brought along a surprise—obviously, a dance. The girls staged a “video
clip” based on the tale of the reddish. So, they made a big paper reddish, which
they wore on their heads like a hat. In the clip, Svetlana had the part of the old
woman and, in order to resemble the character more faithfully, she wore a kerchief.

What did the peer education courses for volunteers mean to them? Being closer
to their mother, or at least an attempt to be closer, the sisters answered in one
voice. “We wish very much we could change our mother. We want to feel our
mother’s love and that she cares about us”, Nadia says. “Just like the lyrics of a
song—we need a little extra love. We wish that our mother loved us and taught us
how to live step by step”, Svetlana jumps in.

As soon as they said this, the eyes of both of them welled up in tears and they
looked downward, as if they were embarrassed of themselves and tried to hide
from others the feelings overwhelming them. The truth is that both Nadia and
Svetlana were more attached to their father, who was for them a parent, friend and
guide at the same time. The father’s death was a tragedy for them—they had lost
their most beloved human being. Their mother, shocked by her husband’s death,
isolated herself and paid little attention to the girls. Shortly afterwards, she sent
them to the boarding school. Now their biggest wish is to regain their mother’s love
and live together again.
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.Sunt indraznet, vorbaret, curajos, expert in politica si in dragoste”, asa s-a
prezentat Mihai, un bdiat de 14 ani. Ca este vorbaret, am inteles din primele trei
minute de discutie. Pe cat de indraznet si curajos nu am putut afla, pentru ca nu
am avut atata timp la dispozitie. Politica si dragostea, evident, nu am avut cum
s-o ocolim. Ce mai, rar gasesti experti la varsta de 14 ani in aceste doua domenii!

Deci, Mihai cunoaste doctrinele tuturor partidelor politice din republica.
Urmareste cu mare atentie orice declaratie a liderilor politici de la noi. Desi nu
are inca drept de vot, stie pentru cine ar vota maine. Mi-a facut un mini-portret
al celor mai activi si importanti politicieni din republica. , De ce iti place politica
la aceasta varsta?”, il intreb. ,,Pentru ca asa e firea mea. Eu sunt un mic lider si
e firesc sa ma intereseze activitatea, modul de gandire al liderilor realizati deja”,
imi raspunde Mihai. Aici el imi mai spune ca este dezamagit de prestanta
politicienilor de la noi, care, din pacate, nu fac politicd adevarata. , Astazi il
auzi pe un politician facand o declaratie, iar peste cateva luni sau ani — alta,
totalmente diferita de prima”.

.Dar sa trecem la dragoste, ca mi se pare un subiect mai interesant”, intrerupe
discutia Mihai. El este de pdrere ca adolescentii confunda deseori dragostea cu
pasiunea. ,,Stiti care e diferenta?”, ma intreaba si imediat tot el imi da raspunsul.
LAtunci cand un baiat e doar amorezat de o fata, pronunta deseori pronumele
.eu” —eu voi face acest lucru, eu vreau sa plec acolo etc. Cand e indragostit cu
adevarat, pe baiat il veti auzi spunand ,,noi, impreuna”, explica Mihai. El considera
ca dragostea adevarata ,,creste incet, cu zilele, cu anii”, dar pasiunea pe cat de
repede se aprinde, pe atat de repede se stinge. ,,Mai multor baieti le plac fetele
frumoase la exterior. Noi trebuie, insd, sa ne uitdm la interiorul fetelor”, zice
expertul nostru.

Elevul nostru Mihai mai preda uneori ore colegilor sai mai mari sau mai mici
de la internat. Este voluntar de la egal la egal si ii invata deprinderi de viata.
Celor din clasele mici le organizeaza jocuri. Zice ca micutii asteapta cu nerabdare
intalnirile cu el. Cand e trist isi face si lui energizante. Dar cel mai des canta
cantece: incepe cu cele mai triste si sfarseste cu cele dinamice. Asa spune ca-i ia
tristetea ca si cu mana. , Celor mai mari trebuie sa le povestesc, dupda program,

Mihai — un expert in politicd ’
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“I am daring, talkative, courageous, an expert in politics and love”, this is
how Mihai Cara, a boy of 14, introduced himself. We saw that he was talkative
in the first three minutes of our discussion. We couldn’t figure out how daring
and courageous he was, because we didn’t have enough time for this. But there
was no way, obviously, to avoid politics and love. Well, it is rare that one can find
an expert of 14 in these two areas!

Mihai knows the doctrines of all the political parties in Moldova. He follows
closely all the declarations made by political leaders. Although he is still under
the voting age, he knows who he would vote for tomorrow. He made for me
profiles of the most active and important politicians of the country. “Why do
you like politics at this age?” | asked him. “Because that's the way | am. | am a
little leader and it is natural for me to be interested in the work and way of
thinking of real leaders”, Mihai answered. He also told me he was disappointed
with the performance of our politicians who, unfortunately, were not into real
politics. “Today | can hear a politician make a declaration, and several months or
years later he makes another one that is completely different from the first”.

“But let's move on to love, because | think this is a more interesting sub-
ject”, Mihai interrupts our discussion. He believes that teenagers often confuse
passion for love. “Do you know the difference?” he asks me and immediately s
answers himself: “When a boy just likes a girl he often uses the pronoun 'I'—I &?
will do this, I want to go there, etc. When he is truly in love, he will speak about \\@
‘us, together’ ”, Mihai explains. He believes that true love “grows slowly, day by e
day, year by year”, while passion goes out as fast as it catches on. “Most boys
like good-looking girls. But we ought to look into the girl’s inner being”, the
expert says.

Pupil Mihai sometimes teaches his older or younger schoolmates. He is a
peer education volunteer and he teaches lifeskills to others. With the smaller
ones he does energizers. He says that the little ones can’t wait for his classes
which are filled with games. When he feels sad he does energizers for himself.
But most often he sings: he starts with the sadder songs and goes on to the
more dynamic ones. And, he says, the sadness is gone without trace. “To the
older ones | have to speak according to the program, about communication, *

notes
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despre comunicare, despre luarea deciziilor. Ei, insa, se plictisesc repede si atunci
trec la dragoste sau la SIDA. Aceste subiecte i intereseaza acum cel mai mult”,
povesteste Mihai.

Mihai este considerat, intr-adevar, un expert la varsta lui. Este singurul elev
de la internat care este invitat sa predea ore la liceul din oras. De un an si ceva,
participa la multe seminare pentru tineri si adolescenti. De fapt, bdiatul este
nevoit sa invete la internat, pentru ca scoala din satul lui de bastind are numai
cinci clase. Zice ca la inceput se simtea strain la internat, acum, insd, e aproape
calaelacasa. Ce va face cand va creste mare? Va deveni jurist. Mihai recunoaste
ca este avantajat de multi alti colegi de-ai sai. El ii are pe ambii parinti in viata,
care-l vor ajuta pe viitor, ii vor asigura studii superioare. Mihai este ingrijorat,
insa, de soarta prietenilor lui de la internat. ,Acum, ce putem face, cred cd e sa
fortificdm scolile polivalente. Astfel, tinerii, in special, cei de la internate care
nu au bani pentru studii superioare, vor putea absolvi o scoala polivalenta. Se
vor alege cu o profesie si-si vor castiga cinstit banii. Dupa ce-si vor face un mic
capital financiar, vor putea absolvi vreo facultate la universitate”, aceasta e
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decision making. But they become bored quickly and then | move on to love or
AIDS. These subjects interest them now the most”, Mihai says.

Mihai is indeed seen as an expert at his age. He is the only pupil from the
boarding school who is invited to teach at the high-school in the town. For more
than a year he has been participating in seminars for youth and teenagers. In
fact, he has to go to the boarding school because the school in his native village
has only five grades. He says that at the beginning he felt a stranger at the
school, but now it's almost like home for him. What will he do when he grows
up? He will become a lawyer. Mihai recognizes that he is at an advantage before
many of his schoolmates. Both his parents are alive, and they will help him in the
future, provide him with higher education. But Mihai is concerned about his
friends from the boarding school. “What we could do now is to strengthen the
vocational schools. In this way, young people, especially those from boarding
schools who have no money for higher education, will be able to graduate from
a vocational school. They will have a profession and will be able to earn an
honest living. After they save some capital, they will be able to go to university”,
this is the solution Mihai Cara sees.
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»~Mama mea are 700 de copii”, cu aceste spuse m-a impresionat Igor, un bdiat
chipes de 14 ani, pe care I-am intalnit la Olimpiada deprinderilor de viata, organizata la
4-7 martie, la Chisinau.

Mama despre care mi-a povestit Igor este, de fapt, directoarea instutiei, unde baiatul
invata de cativa ani. Igor zice ca e cel care o iubeste cel mai mult. De ce? ,Pentru ca
doamna director mi-a schimbat modul de viata. Ea m-a facut sa renunt la deprinderi
urate. Mi-a dat o sansa, pentru care-i sunt recunoscator”, povesteste Igor. De fapt,
acum cativa ani, Igor obisnuia sa fure bani de la straini si chiar de la apropiati. Asemenea
»indeletniciri” a avut o vreme si la internat. Intr-o zi, a fost chemat la directoare in birou.
Si-a zis atunci ca va fi pedepsit crunt, poate, chiar batut pentru hotiile din internat. A
ramas, insa, uimit cand directoarea a discutat cu el foarte calm, atent si cu multa grija.
.Mi-a explicat pericolele pe care le pot avea daca aleg calea furturilor si a altor ilegalitati.
M-a intrebat doar daca vreau sa revin in strada, sa dorm in subsoluri sau in celulele
Inspectoratului de politie. In clipa acea mi-a fost limpede ca trebuie s-o rup pentru
totdeauna cu hotiile”, spune Igor. Si a facut-o. Baiatul zice ca directoarea tine atat de
mult la toti colegii lui, pentru ca si ea a crescut la internat.

Ambii parinti ai lui Igor sunt in viata si traiesc impreuna, sub acelasi acoperis. Ei,
insa, sunt invalizi si nu au nici un serviciu. Igor spune ca in primele doua clase nu avea
bani sa-si cumpere manuale. Pleca nepregatit la lectii, lua note minime, iar unii profesori
faceau glume pe seama saraciei lui sau il numeau prost in fata colegilor sdi. Un an de zile
si-a facut temele la lumina lumanarii, pentru ca au fost deconectati de la curentul elec-
tric din cauza neplatii facturilor.

3 in final, singura solutie gasita de parinti a fost s&-I dea la internat. Desi multi se
ingrozesc de asemenea institutii, Igor a gasit avantaje si aici. ,La internat esti ca intr-o
familie mare n care trebuie sa tii la toti. Viata de aici te invata sa pretuiesti prietenia”,

explica baiatul.

Acum Igor este pasionat de poezie. Nu se aventureaza inca sa scrie versuri, dar le
citeste si le memorizeaza cu drag pe multe din ele. Cunoaste, spre exemplu, pe de rost
poemul , Luceafarul” de Mihai Eminsecu, care are tocmai 98 de strofe. Mi-a recitat si
mie, cu atata fervoare si pasiune!, cateva versuri din acest poem. Poate fi un bun actor...
Doar ca doreste sa devina medic. De cateva ori a fost de fata cand doctorii refuzau sa
acorde ajutor medical unor cameni nevoiasi care nu aveau bani de tratament, dar aveau
dreptul sa fie sanatosi. ,Medicul le spunea urmatoarele: Vedeti cati clienti ma asteapata.
Ei au bani si tot sunt bolnavi. Ce sa va fac? Nu va pot ajuta cu nimic”, ne povesteste Igor.
Aceste scene vazute |-au si determinat sa dea prioritate medicinei. Eroul nostru este
convins ca va reusi sa devina un bun medic, poate chiar si director de clinica si atunci va
emite un ordin prin care vor fi tratati gratuit toti nevoiasii. ,, Imi plac camenii. Vreau sa—
i vad sanatosi si plini de viata”, spune Igor.
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“My mother has 700 children”, this is how Igor impressed me. He is a handsome
boy of 14, whom | met at the Life Skills Contest held in Chisindu, March 4-7.

The mother that Igor told me about is in fact the headteacher of the boarding
school, where Igor has been studying for several years. He says he is the one who loves
her most. Why? “Because she changed my life. She made me quit bad habits. She gave
me a chance for which | am grateful to her”, Igor says. Several years ago lgor used to
steal money from strangers and even from people he knew. He was into it at the board-
ing school too for a while. One day the headteacher called him up to her office. He
thought he would be severely punished, maybe even beaten for his stealing in school.
And he was surprised when the director talked to him very calmly, warmly and with a lot
of concern. “She explained to me the problems | would face if | were to choose to steal
and make other offences. She only asked me if | wanted to go back to the street, sleep
in basements or in the cells of the Police Department. | realized immediately that | had to
give up stealing for good”, Igor says. So he did. The boy says the director shows so
much concern about all her pupils because she too grew up in a boarding school.

Both of Igor’s parents are alive and live together. But they have physical disabilities
and have no jobs. Igor says that in the first two grades he had no money to buy text-
books. He didn't do his homework, received low grades, and some teachers spoofed his
poverty or called him stupid in front of his peers. For a year he did his homework by the
light of a candle, because electricity in their home had been cut off for debts.

Finally, the only solution his parents could find was to send him to a boarding school. r
Although many are horrified by such institutions, Igor found advantages here. “The N
boarding school is like a big family, where you have to love everyone. Life here teaches \

-

you to value friendship”, Igor explains.

Now Igor is in love with poetry. He doesn’t write poems yet, but he likes reading and
memorizing them. For example, he knows by heart Mihai Eminsecu’s Luceafarul, which
has 94 stanzas. He recited from the poem to me with so much fervor and passion! He
could be a good actor. But he wants to become a doctor. Several times he witnessed
how doctors refused to help needy people, who didn’t have money to pay for the treat-
ment but who had the right to be healthy. “The doctor told them: See how many clients
are waiting for me? They have money and they are sick too. What can | do? | can’t help
you”, Igor says. Such situations make Igor want to become a doctor. He is sure he can
become a good one, maybe even a clinic manager, and then he will issue an order by
which all the needy will be treated for free. “I like people. | want to see them healthy
and lively”, Igor says.
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Snejana este un exemplu nemaiintalnit de vointa si de perseverenta. De fapt, ea
e persoana care impresioneaza pe oricine. Este o tandra gimnasta foarte talentata si
atat de elastica incat iti vine sa crezi ca nu are oase.

»Snejana, noi te sustinem! Sa nu ai emotii, oricum esti cea mai buna!”, i-au spus
prietenii inainte de a iesi pe scena. Fata isi prezenta atunci echipa la Olimpiada
deprinderilor de viata. Avea mari emotii din cauza carora isi strangea degetele in
pumni. Au fost suficiente doud miscari ca toti cei prezenti sa nu mai scoata o vorba.
Pe unii i-am vazut ramasi cu gura cascata — atat de mult au fost impresionati de
figurile Snejanei. Dupa scend, insa, aplauzele nu mai incetau. Sfoara, podisorul din
picioare le face cu atata usurinta ...

Adevarul e ca performantele de acum ale Snejanei sunt rodul unei munci asidue
si de fiecare zi. N-o0 sa va vina sa credeti, dar fata a facut ore de gimnastica foarte
putin timp — doar doud luni. Multi considera ca este imposibil sa obtii asemenea
performante intr-un timp atat de scurt. Snejana, insa, a reusit. Si asta datorita vointei
si perseverentei sale. Timp de doua luni de zile fata intra la noua dimineata in sala de
antrenamente si iesea de acolo la zece seara. Facea mici pauze in timp ce pleca o
grupa si venea alta. Adica, gimnasta noastra facea intr-o singura zi antrenamente cat
pentru trei. ,La inceput oboseam mult. Simteam cum mi se intindeau oasele si ma
dureau enorm muschii. Peste cateva saptamani, insd, aceasta stare a trecut si exercitiile
de gimnastica au devenit o placere si o necesitate pentru mine”, spune Snejana. Nu
simtea foame si nici nevoia sa mai faca altceva.

r . Ce vrea sa devina cand va creste mare? Gimnasta, desigur. Nu stie, insa, daca-i va
i@} reusi acest lucru, pentru ca in R. Moldova, din pdcate, gimnastica nu este promovata
suficient de mult. , Totul poate fi perfectionat. Sunt sigura ca multe lucruri vor deveni

mai bune peste ani. Si acest lucru va fi posibil datorita noua, celor care suntem copii

acum”, zice Snejana. Fata spune ca a devenit mai increzuta in propriile puteri de

atunci de cand a inceput sa frecventeze cursurile de deprinderi de viata. Ele sunt

foarte importante, mai ales pentru copiii de la internate care sunt lipsiti de multe

posibilitati. ,, Aceste cursuri m-au facut sa fiu sigura ca fac si eu parte din marea
putere si ca punctul meu de vedere este unul important, care trebuie luat in considerare
de maturi. Pentru ca noi, copiii, putem fi mai buni in unele privinte decat maturii”,
este sigura Snejana. Drept exemplu, ne aduce cazul unei profesoare din gimnaziu-
internat unde invata Snejana. Profesoara ei nu cunoaste bine limba romana si ii cere
de multe ori ajutorul Snejanei. Fata face acest lucru cu placere si chiar se mandreste
ca a devenit profesoara profesoarei ei.
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Snejana is an unprecedented example of will and perseverance. In fact, she is

a person who can impress anyone. She is a very talented young gymnast and she
is so elastic that one is tempted to believe she has no bones.

“Snejana, we are with you! Don’t worry, you are the best anyway!"” her friends
cheered her before she went on stage. The girl was then part of the team at the
Life Skills Contest. She was very nervous, and this made her clench her fingers
into a fist. Two movements were enough to make the audience silent. | saw
some people gape—this is how impressed they were with Snejana’s movements.
After her performance, the applause wouldn't stop.

The truth is that Snejana’s performance is the result of hard daily work. You
will not believe it, but she attended gymnastics classes for only a very short pe-
riod of time—ijust two months. Many believe that it is impossible to do all that in
such a short time. But Snejana did it. And this was due to her will and persever-
ance. For two months the girl went into the gym at nine in the morning and left
at ten at night. She had only short breaks while the groups changed. That is,
every day she practiced as much as three people would. “At the beginning this
made me very tired. | could feel how my bones stretched and my muscles hurt.
But after several weeks this passed and gymnastics exercises became for me a
pleasure and a necessity”, Snejana says. She didn’t feel hunger nor the need to
do anything else.

What does she want to be when she grows up? A gymnast, of course. She &?
NS

doesn’t know if she can succeed in this, because in Moldova gymnastics is not
promoted enough. “Everything can be improved. | am sure many things will
improve after some years. And this will become possible thanks to us, those who
are now children”, Snejana says. She says she has become more self-confident
since she has started to attend lifeskills courses. These courses are very impor-
tant, especially for children in boarding schools, who are deprived of many op-
portunities. “These courses made me feel that | was part of something important
and that my point of view had to be taken into account by adults. Because we,
children, can be better than adults in some respects”, Snejana believes. As an
example she tells about a teacher from her boarding school. This teacher doesn’t
know Romanian very well, so she often asks Snejana for help. The girl helps her
with pleasure and is even proud to be her teacher’s teacher.
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lon este voluntar de la egal la egal si elev in clasa a Vil-a. in cele cateva luni de cand
e voluntar a obtinut deja rezultate concrete. Mai exact, I-a convins pe cel mai bun prieten
al sau care era un fumator impdatimit, sa se debaraseze de acest viciu. Si i-a reusit. lar
prietenul, impresionat de acest rezultat, a purtat pe haine cateva zile inscriptia ,,Eu nu
mai fumez!”.

,Stand in fata televizorului sau pur si simplu trandavind nu vom reusi sa schimbam
lucrurile spre bine”, spune lon. Cea mai buna cale de a imbundtati lumea ce ne inconjoara
este sa devenim parte a ei. Trebuie sa ne pese de ce se intampla in jurul nostru, cu
prietenii nostri, cu oamenii de alaturi. Acestea sunt principiile de care incearca sa se
conduca eroul nostru zi de zi. ,,Obiectul deprinderi de viata a insemnat o mare schimbare
pentru mine. Datorita lui, am devenit mai atent fata de propria sanatate, stiu cum sa
comunic cu cei din jur si cum sa ma feresc de anumite riscuri”, zice lon.

Bdiatul ne-a povestit ca la internatul lor exista copii care nu rezista conditiilor de
acolo si parasesc pentru ceva timp scoala dupa care revin. O colega de-a lor, insa, a lipsit
prea mult timp de la internat si atunci lon si-a propus sa afle de ce. Stia ca locuieste in
apropiere, la vreo 20 de kilometri de scoala. S-a inteles cu cativa colegi de la internat si
au plecat intr-o zi la fata acasa. Nu aveau bani, dar au urcat in tren, care urma sa-i duca
in satul unde locuieste fata, impreuna cu tatal ei. Trenul dat sta in statie 40 de minute,
timp in care baietii au calculat ca reusesc sa se intoarca inapoi, fie impreuna cu fata fie,
cel putin, stiind ce a patit ea. Atunci nu au reusit sa discute cu ea din cauza tatalui care
a iesit dintr-un sarai cu o lopata in mana si a zis sa nu mai calce picior de-a lor pe acolo.
3 ,Din pacate, unii parinti sunt prea severi cu copiii lor. Acest lucru nu le e nici de un
t@‘} folos atat copiilor, cét si parintilor. Ideal ar fi ca si parintii, Qar, de fapt, si profesorii sa

treaca aceste cursuri de la egal la egal”, spune lon. De ce si profesorii?, il intreb. In loc
de raspuns, baiatul imi povesteste cateva cazuri, care s-au petrecut cu el, dar si cu alti
elevi ai internatului. lon zice ca profesorii obisnuiesc sa-i sanctioneze pe elevii nedisciplinati
sau pe cei care iau note mici la anumite obiecte. De obicei, acesti elevi sunt pusi sa
munceasca. ,Daca iai note rele, atunci timp de o saptamana, in fiecare seara, trebuie sa
maturi si sa speli podeaua din clasa. Sau sa faci curatenie pe coridor, in dormitor ori in
veceu”, spune lon si completeaza ca aceste pedepse trezesc frica sau chiar ura copiilor
fata de profesori. ,, Copiii trebuiesc stimulati. Noi avem nevoie de sustinere din partea
profesorilor, pentru ca nu-i avem aproape pe parinti sau pe altcineva apropiat. Vrem sa
visam, iar profesorii sa ne incurajeze s-o facem mai departe”, povesteste el. lon zice ca
viseaza. Este pasionat de fotbal si-si doreste mult sa se intalneasca intr-o zi cu Ronaldo
sau cu Zidane. Viseaza sa devina aviator, pentru ca-i plac inaltimile. Nu stie daca i se va
realiza vreo dorinta din astea doud, dar nu renunta la ele, pentru ca sunt frumoase.
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lon is a peer education volunteer and 7th grade pupil at the boarding school. For the
several months he has been a volunteer he has already achieved real results. That is, he
has managed to persuade his best friend, who was a passionate smoker, to give up this
vice. The friend, who was impressed by such a result, for several days wore on his clothes
the inscription “I no longer smoke!”

"By sitting in front of the TV or just loafing around we will never manage to change
things to the better”, lon says. The best way to improve our environment is to become
part of it. We have to care about what's happening around us, to our friends, to people
next to us. These are the principles that our hero tries to follow every day. “The life skills
subject meant a major change for me. Thanks to this class, | have become more careful
with my own health, I've learned to communicate with people around me and avoid
certain risks”, lon says.

He told us that there are children at his boarding school who can’t stand the condi-
tions and leave the school for a while, but later come back. When a girl was absent for too
long a period, lon decided to find out why. He knew she was from a village some 20 km
away from the boarding school. He and several other schoolmates of his went one day to
the girl's home. They didn’t have money, but they boarded a train that was going to the
girl's village. The train had a stop of 40 minutes in the village, so the boys thought they
would have enough time to come back, either with the girl or at least with knowledge of
her. But they didn’t manage to speak with her because of her father, who came out of a

barn with a shovel in his hand and told them to go away.

“Unfortunately, some parents are too strict with their children. This helps neither the &:?
children nor their parents. The ideal situation would be if the parents, and even teachers, \ 3
went to these peer education courses too”, lon says. Why the teachers? | asked him. And e

the boy told me about several cases in which he and other students of the school were
involved. lon says that the teachers usually sanction the students who don’t behave or
who have low grades in certain subjects. These students are usually made to work. “If you
have bad grades, then every evening for a week you have to sweep and wash the floor in
the classroom. Or clean the corridor, the bedroom or the toilets”, lon says, adding that
such punishments make the students fear or even hate teachers. “Children have to be
encouraged. We need the teachers’ support, because we don’t have parents nor anyone
else close enough. We want to have dreams, and the teachers must encourage us to
continue having dreams”, he continues. lon says he has dreams. He is in love with football
and he wants very much to meet Ronaldo or Zidane one day. He dreams of becoming a
pilot, because he likes heights. He doesn’t know whether any of these two dreams will
come true, but he is not giving them up, because they are beautiful.
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Un baiat cu tigara in gura, impreuna cu alti prieteni de-ai sai, o impinge pe o fata in plina
strada, dupa care i furd geanta. Asa l-am cunoscut pe Eugen prima oara, iar scena vazuta de
mine a fost una ... jucata in cadrul atelierului Teatrul Social.

De fapt, acest rol nu i-a fost strdin lui Eugen, deoarece tigarile, furturile si prietenii violenti au
reprezentat mediul in care a trait ani intregi. “Pana la 5 ani am facut parte dintr-o familie fericita.
Eram singurul copil la parinti si toata atentia, grija, dragostea lor era indreptata spre mine. Dupa
incidentul petrecut cu taticul, viata noastra a luat o turnura trista”, povesteste Eugen. La un
picnic, tatal lui a cazut de pe un pod inalt intr-o apa adanca. A fost salvat de un prieten, dar a
ramas cu o parte din corp imobilizata. Zile, luni la rand tatal lui isi ineca durerea in alcool. Mama
lucra mult si lipsea o buna parte din timp de acasa. Ramas fara atentie, Eugen hoindrea zile
intregi pe strazi. lesea din casa, de reguld, la sase dimineata si revenea la miez de noapte. La putin
timp dupa incident, parintii au divortat, iar Eugen a fost adus la scoala-internat.

Pana in clasa a saptea obisnuia sa fuga de la ore, practic niciodata nu-si facea temele
pentru acasa. Isi crease un cerc de prieteni cu care fumau impreund si furau bani, imbracaminte,
incaltaminte de la colegii lor de internat. intr-o zi, in stradd, un prieten din gasca a aruncat o
injuratura unui trecator. Un politist aflat prin preajma a auzit injuria baiatului si I-a luat sub
arest. Eugen, fiind alaturi, a decis sa-I insoteasca la Inspectoratul de Politie. “Atunci am ramas
uimit de vulgaritatea politistului, care a depasit-o si pe a noastra. Nu mi s-a permis sa dau nici
un telefon. La intrebarea despre motivul si riscurile prietenului meu, politistul m-a luat la raspar.
Expresiile “Cine esti tu, catelule, de-mi dictezi ce sa fac? In R. Moldova sa spui ce drepturi ai
prietenilor tai, si nu mie!”, sunt doar cateva din cele auzite de la politist”, isi aminteste Eugen.
Dupa aceasta istorie, bdiatul a inceput sa se intereseze mai mult de legislatia pentru copii.
Acum, stie foarte bine ce drepturi, obligatii au copiii, dar si ce responsabilitati au maturii fata
- de copii. Mai mult chiar, vrea sa devina avocat, pentru a-i apara pe cei nedreptatiti.

@} _ Tinerii care l-au atras n mrejele nefaste ale violentei, ale hotiei si ale abu'zului au fosfc tot

§ cei care, indirect, |-au determinat sa renunte la acest mod de viata. “Am vorbit cu cativa tineri

care au nimerit in inchisoare din cauza furturilor. Mi-au descris, in detaliu, realitatile din detentie.
Dupa aceasta, mi-am facut de unul singur anumite concluzii si am decis sa-mi schimb

completamente conceptiile despre viata si prioritatile”, zice Eugen.
Acum Eugen are 16 ani si de un an nu mai fumeaza. Nici profesorii nu-I recunosc: elevul
frecventeaza toate orele, este intotdeauna bine pregatit, ba chiar la unele obiecte, cum ar fi
istoria sau dreptul, ia note maxime. Cursurile de deprinderi de viata au fost o completare a
noului sau mod sanatos de viata. Ele i-au inspirat optimism si incredere in propriile forte si in
ziua de maine. “Este foarte important ca tinerii de la internate sa fie sustinuti. Ei sunt cei izolati
de societate si stigmatizati ca fiind periculosi, rautaciosi, violenti si prosti. Nu este adevarat.
Daca unii copii au anumite crize, cum am avut eu, atunci tot din cauza acestei preconceptii
gresite. Prea putini reusesc de unii singuri sa depdseasca aceste stari. Un simplu gest care ar
arata ca maturilor le pasa de viitorul nostru ar fi o salvare pentru multi copii de la internate “,
este convins Eugen.
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A boy with a cigarette dangling from his mouth, together with some of his friends, are
pushing a girl in the street and then steal her purse. This is how | met Eugen, and the scene |
saw was staged for the Social Theater.

In truth, this part was not alien to Eugen, since cigarettes, thefts and violent friends
represented the environment in which he lived for years. “I lived in a happy family till the age
of five. | was the only child and all the parents attention, care and love were focused on me.
After the accident with my father, our life took a sad turn”, Eugen says. At a picnic, his father
fell from a high bridge into the water. He was saved by a friend, but part of his body remained
immobilized. For days and months his father was trying to drown his pain in alcohol. The
mother worked a lot and was rarely at home. As he was left with no care, Eugen roamed the
streets for days on end. He would leave home at six in the morning and return at midnight.
Shortly after the accident, the parents divorced, and Eugen was brought to the boarding
school.

Till the seventh grade he used to skip classes, he almost never did his homework. He had
made a circle of friends and together they smoked and stole money, clothes, and shoes from
their schoolmates. One day, one of their gang threw a curse at a passerby in the street. A
policeman who was nearby heard the curse and arrested the boy. Eugen decided to go with
him to the police station. “I was struck by the roughness of the policeman, who was worse
than us. I was not allowed to make a phone call. When | asked him why he arrested my friend,
the policeman started to shout at me: “Who are you, son of a bitch, to tell me what to do? In
Moldova tell about your rights to your friends not me!’ This is only a part of what | heard from
the policeman”, Eugen recalls. After this story, he started to look into laws concerning chil-

dren. Now he is very much aware of the children’s rights and obligations, as well as of the

responsibilities adults have before children. Moreover, he wants to become a lawyer in order %

to defend the wronged ones. A
The young people who had drawn him into the web of violence, theft and abuse were \“‘/

also the young people who made him give up this life. “I spoke with a few young men who
had gone to prison for theft. They described to me in detail the realities of prison. After that,
| drew my own conclusions and decided to change completely my life views and priorities”,
Eugen says.

Now Eugen is 16 and he hasn't been smoking for a year now. The teachers can’t recog-
nize him: he goes to all the classes, his homework is always done, and in some subjects, such
as history and law, he gets the highest grades. The lifeskills course added to his new life style.
[t gave him optimism and confidence in himself and in the future. “It is very important that the
children in boarding schools be supported. They are isolated from society and are stigmatized
as dangerous, malicious, violent and stupid. This is not true. Although some children do have
crises, as | did, this happens exactly because of this prejudice. Very few children manage to
overcome these states on their own. A single sign showing to them that adults care about
their future would be a salvation for many children in boarding schools”, Eugen is convinced.
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intr-un timp record — de doar trei zile - o echipa de elevi a elaborat conceptia unui
ziar si a scos de sub tipar primul numar. Vi se poate parea de necrezut, dar nici un
membru al echipei nu avusese pana atunci experienta in ziaristica. Ziarul are o denumire
pe potriva lor - ,,Micul jurnalist” - si, zicem noi, este un debut reusit.

Cum s-a lucrat in cele trei zile am aflat de la juna ziarista, Victoria. , A fost nou,
interesant, obositor si captivant”, povesteste ea. Cea mai dificila etapa a fost cea de
colectare a informatiei si de scriere a materialelor. Copiilor le era jena sa se apropie de
persoane pe care nu le cunosteau, dar de la care trebuiau sa afle anumite lucruri. O
problema a fost si diferenta de varsta — ei credeau ca maturii nu-i vor lua in serios. Dar
nu a fost chiar asa. Victoria, de exemplu, a avut parte de interlocutori comunicativi
datorita carora a si facut doua stiri interesante care au fost publicate in prima pagina a
ziarului.

Prima stire a fost despre acvariul din holul hotelului unde micii ziaristi au fost cazati
pe durata acestor trei zile. ,De mica imi plac pestii. Imi doresc sa am acasa un acvariu si
cand l-am vazut in hotel, desigur ca nu m-am putut abtine sa nu scriu despre el”,
povesteste Victoria, care chiar a avut rabdarea si a numarat toti pestii din acel acvariu.
Au fost 21 la numar de vreo cinci specii. Despre cum sunt ingrijiti acesti pestisori, ce
temperatura are apa din acavriu, de cate ori este schimbata, ce mananca pestii, aceste
lucruri le-a aflat Victoria de la servitoarea de la primul etaj. O alta stire deosebita, scrisa
de Victoria, a fost cea despre florile de pe coridoarele aceluiasi hotel. Invatand la teorie
ca jurnalistul trebuie, mai intai de toate, sa scrie adevarul, fata a hotarat ca trebuie sa
afle numarul exact de ghiveciuri cu flori din hotel. A colindat toate coltisoarele hotelului
si a numarat 253 de ghiveciuri. Zice ca este numarul exact, pentru ca |-a verificat de vreo
doua ori.

Aceste trei zile de ziaristicd i-au placut atat de mult incat ne-a spus ca dupa absolvirea
internatului isi va incerca norocul la facultatea de jurnalistica. De fapt, pand in acest an,
Victoria era sigura cd va deveni medic. Intr-o buna zi, insa, bunica i-a povestit ca daca isi
alege aceasta profesie, atunci la facultate va trebui , sa faca experiente cu mortii”. ,Cand
am auzit de morti, am strigat tare ca ,,Nu, nu mai vreau medicina”. De atunci, am
renuntat la gandul de a fi medic”, recunoaste fata.

Victoria, spre deosebire de alti copii, a tinut foarte mult sa vind la internat. Aici
invdtau verisoarele ei care-i sunt si cele mai bune prietene. Atunci cand au fost aduse la
internat, Victoria i-a rugat in genunchi pe parinti sa-i permita sa studieze la internat.
. Pentru unii, internatul este ceva oribil. Eu, insa, ma simt bine aici, mi-am facut foarte
multi prieteni, fara de care nu-mi imaginez sa stau o zi", povesteste Victoria. ,,Recunosc
ca sunt avantajata. Am parinti la care pot pleca oricand. Prietenii mei de aici nu au
parinti, de aceea si vreau sa petrec cat mai mult timp cu ei. Acest lucru i face sa nu se
simtd singuri, iar faptul ca ai un sprijin mi se pare cel mai important lucru in viata ”,
explica ea.
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In record time—only three days—a team of pupils developed the concept of a news-
paper and printed the first issue. It may sound unbelievable, but no one from the team
had experience in journalism. The newspaper has an appropriate name too—The Little
Journalist—and we believe it's a good start.

The young journalist Victoria told me how they worked in those three days. "It was
new, interesting, tiring and captivating”, she says. The most difficult stage was when
we had to collect information and write the stories. The children felt embarrassed to
approach people they didn't know and from whom they needed to find out some things.
The age difference was also a problem—the children were afraid the adults wouldn’t
take them seriously. But it wasn’t so. Victoria, for example, had communicative
interviewees, and she was able to write two interesting news stories for the first page of
the paper.

The first news story was about the fishbow! in the hall of the hotel, where the
young journalists stayed for these three days. “I have always liked goldfish. | wish |
could have a fishbowl at home, and when | saw that one in the hotel | couldn’t help
writing about it”, says Victoria, who had the patience to count all the fish in it. There
were 21 fish, representing about five species. Victoria learned from the cleaning woman
how the fish were taken care of, what was the water temperature in the bowl, how
often it had to be changed, what the fish ate. Another special news story that Victoria
wrote was about the pot plants in the corridors of the hotel. As she was taught that a
journalist should always tell the truth, Victoria decided she needed to know the exact
number of pots in the hotel. She looked into every nook and cranny of the hotel and
counted 253 plant pots. She says this is the exact number, because she verified it a &

couple of times.

She liked these three days of journalism so much that after graduating from the ©
boarding school she will try the faculty of journalism. In fact, until this year Victoria was s
sure she would be a doctor. But one day her grandmother told her that if she chose this
profession, then in the medical school she would have “to experiment with dead people”.

“When | heard this, | cried out, ‘No, | don’t want to study medicine’. Since then, I've
given up the idea of becoming a doctor”, Victoria says.

Unlike other children, she wanted very much to come to the boarding school. Her
cousins, who are also her best friends, were studying here. When they were sent to the
boarding school, Victoria begged her parents to send her there too. “For some people
the boarding school is a terrible place. But | feel well here, | have made many friends,
without whom | couldn’t live a single day”, Victoria says. “l admit | am at an advantage.
| have parents to whom | can go any time. My friends here don’t have parents, this is
why | want to spend as much time with them as | can. This makes them feel not so
lonely, and having somebody to support you | think is the most important thing in life”,
she explains.
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Incantator si cu miscari scenice de invidiat, Vasile, impreuna cu prietenul siu, coechipier,
au reusit sa-i entuziasmeze cu stilul break dance atat pe copiii, cat si pe maturii prezenti la
Olimpiada deprinderilor de viata, ce a avut loc la Chisinau in luna martie. Aparitia lui Vasile,
elev in clasa a noua la gimnaziul-internat, a fost cu adevarat una memorabila.

Chipes si stilat, baiatul i-a impresionat pe toti cu miscarile sale variate si complexe. De
fapt, reusita lui Vasile este rezultatul a multe ore, luni, ani de repetitii, fara profesor. ,Am
vazut intr-o zi un grup de amici care dansau incantator break in plina strada. Mi-au placut
atat de mult acele miscéri! In acea clipd mi-am zis c& am s& invat si eu sa dansez la fel ca ei”,
ne spune Vasile. Pentru ca nu avea bani ca sa plateasca cursurile de dans, dar nici nu stia
daca exista acestea in republica, Vasile a deprins de unul singur secretul unuia din cele mai
complicate genuri de dans. Primele luni de antrenamente a umblat plin de vanatai si cucuie.
La inceput, cu greu reusea sa faca si cele mai simple figuri. Nu se descuraja, insa, pentru ca
stie: ,,nimic nu e simplu la inceput”. Acum, este un break dancer foarte bun. Chiar si-a
format o mini echipa de dansatori break, membrii carora sunt colegii sai de la internat.
.Break-ul este un dans al libertatii. Aici nici o figura nu se aseamana una cu alta. intr-un
cuvant, break dance-ul iti dezvoltd atat puterea fizica, cat si cea creativa”, zice tanarul
nostru dansator.

Trebuie sa recunoastem ca Vasile este si un fotograf bun. Desi la Olimpiada deprinderilor
de viata a incercat pentru prima oara sa faca imagini artistice, rezultatul debutului sau a fost
unul reusit. Baiatul a facut poze bune din categoria celor dificile: I-a prins in zbor pe prietenul
sau si a facut alte imagini in miscare. ,, Este fascinant sa descoperi lucruri noi si nu trebuie sa
te temi de necunoscut”, este maxima de care se conduce Vasile. ,Important e ca tanarul sa
fie pregatit, considera bdiatul, — sa poata analiza lucrurile, sa fie erudit si sa aiba o cultura
generald bine dezvoltata — si, cu sigurantd, se va descurca de minune si va iesi invingdtor din
orice situatie.”

Vasile zice ca aparitia educatorilor de la egal la egal la internat a insemnat o noua
respiratie atat pentru copiii, cat si pentru profesorii de acolo. A fost o schimbare necesara
unei institutii unde fiecare noua zi este o copie a celeia din urma. Ai senzatia uneori ca elevii
de la internate se invart in acelasi cerc, ametesc, raman nedumeriti, nu se aleg cu cine stie
ce cunostinte si nimeni nu-i invata cum sa-si traiascd viata adevarata. intr-o buna zi, adica, la
absolvire, elevii de la internate sunt scosi de pe linie si aruncati in strada. Ce sa faca acolo?
incotro s-o ia? De cine sa se fereascé si de la cine sa ceara sfaturi?, sunt intrebari la care
maturii nu i-au ajutat sa gaseasca raspuns, iar copiii, de unii singuri, nu o pot face. , Cursurile
pentru educatorii de la egal la egal te ajutd sa gasesti raspunsul la aceste intrebari. De la ei
afli cum te poti afirma in societate, neavand pdrinti sau sprijinul acestora. Cum poti fi admis
la o facultate, cum poti gdsi mai usor un serviciu, cum sa te feresti de diferite riscuri si cum
sa-ti traiesti frumos viata”, spune Vasile.
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Charming and moving with enviable skill, Vasile and his friend and team mate man-
aged to enthuse other children and adults about break-dance; they had all come to the
March Life Skills Contest in Chisinau. Vasile's presence, who is a 9" grade pupil in the
boarding school, was a truly memorable one.

Handsome and stylish, the boy impressed everyone by his diverse and complex move-
ments. In fact, Vasile’s achievement is the result of many hours, months and years of
practice, alone, without a teacher. “One day | saw a group of guys who were break-
dancing fabulously in the middle of the street. | liked those movements so much! At that
moment | told myself that | would learn to dance like them”, Vasile says. Since he had no
money to pay for dance classes, nor did he know whether such classes can be found
anywhere in Moldova, Vasile learned by himself the secrets of one of the most complicated
types of dance. During the first months of practice he was bruised all over. At the begin-
ning, he could hardly perform even the simplest routines. But this did not discourage him,
because he knew that “nothing comes easy from the very beginning”. Now he is a very
good break-dancer. He even put together his own small team of dancers made up of his
mates from the boarding school. “Break is a dance of freedom. No routine here is like
another. In short, break-dance develops both your physical condition as well as your cre-
ativity”, the young dancer says.

We have to admit that Vasile is a good photographer too. Although it was for the first
time at the Life Skills Contest that he tried to make artistic shots, his debut was successful.
The boy made good pictures: he caught his friend in flight and made other movement
shots. “It is fascinating to discover new things and one shouldn’t be afraid of the un-

known", this is the maxim that Vasile follows. He thinks the important thing for a young &?
person is to be prepared—to be able to analyze things, to be well-read and have a well- A
developed general background, and then he or she will certainly manage everything well \ 7

and will be able to deal with any situation.

Vasile says that when peer educators appeared at the boarding school, this meant a
breath of fresh air both for children as well as for teachers. This was a needed change in an
institution where each new day was a copy of the previous one. Sometimes one has the
feeling that boarding school children are going around in a circle, become dizzy, are con-
fused, receive little knowledge and nobody teaches them how to live their lives for real.
Then one day, at graduation, the pupils are taken out of the line and thrown into the street.
What can they do there? Where to go? Who to avoid and who to ask for advice? These are
questions to which the adults didn't help them find answers, and the children can't find
them on their own. “Peer education courses help you find answers to these questions.
They tell you how you can find your place in society when you don‘t have parents and their
support. How you can obtain admission to university, find a job, avoid various risks and live
your life well”, Vasile says.
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De opt ani de zile peretii internatului sunt pentru Veaceslav scoald si casa. Cunoaste
orice coltisor al internatului cu ochii inchisi. A fost adus aici in clasa | si peste doi ani de
zile va absolvi aceasta institutie de invatamant. Ce au insemnat acesti opt ani de internat
si ce crede Veaceslav despre capacitatea tinerilor de a schimba lucrurile spre bine, aflati
mai jos.

in anii cat a stat la internat, Veaceslav a descoperit multe activitti care I-au captivat
si i-au umbrit oarecum tristetea despartirii de parinti. Una din primele pasiuni a fost
pictura. Din clasele mici, a inceput sa deseneze, fara a avea profesor sau vreun alt
ajutor. Primele tablouri au fost peisaje. Se pierdea zile intregi in fata unor copaci sau
flori, pentru a le transpune frumusetea pe hartie. Nu avea pensule, acuarela, ulei, de
aceea desena in creion. Colegii, de multe ori, nu-l intelegeau si chiar faceau glume pe
seama pasiunii lui pentru desen. Dupa ce, insd, Veaceslav a inceput sa le ddruiasca
colegilor, de zilele de nastere, cate o pictura, acestia si-au schimbat atitudinea. De cateva
luni tanarul pictor a renuntat la peisaje si a trecut la portrete ... de fete. ,Fetele sunt
frumoase si ma inspird mai mult. Dar si sunt tanar, adica la varsta la care vreau sa ma
indragostesc si ma indragostesc”, spune Veaceslav.

Bdiatul a participat la multe concursuri la care s-a ales cu o multime de premii si de
diplome. Desi altii s-ar mandri mult cu aceste mici performante, Veaceslay, fiind fire
modesta, nu le afiseaza pe peretii internatului, ci le pastreaza pe toate, ascunse, in casa
unde a copilarit. O alta placere de-a lui Veaceslav este cea de a face cadouri, fara nici un
prilej. De ceva timp, baiatul frecventeaza cercul ,,Maini dibace”, unde s-a invatat sa
ciopleasca in lemn: face policioare, rame pentru oglinzi, suvenire.

E mic de statura, iar cei care il vad pentru prima oara, cred ca e cu cel putin patru ani
mai mic de varsta lui. E suficient, insa, sa comunici cu el cateva minute ca sa-ti dai seama
ca interlocutorul tau este mult mai mare. Cursurile deprinderi de viata i-au intarit increderea
in propriile puteri, care era de multe ori oprita de maturi. ,Stiu ca parintii nostri au fost
copii in perioada in care parerea lor nu conta si nici nu se facea auzita. Noi, insa, avem
libertatea de a schimba anumite lucruri spre bine. Si ne-ar reusi mai mult decat daca ar
face-o maturii”, povesteste Veaceslav. Baiatul se bucura mult de reusita copiilor din alte
localitati. ,,Stiu ca in unele sate exista Conisilii ale tinerilor care apara interesele copiilor
si ale adolescentilor din localitate”, zice Veaceslav si propune ca asemenea consilii sa
existe si in internatele pentru copii, pentru ca anume acolo e nevoie mai mare de ele.

Veaceslav este sigur ca tanara generatie de acum va schimba viata spre bine. ,,Ma
bucur mult cand citesc sau aflu ca tinerii din diferite localitati au adunat bani de unii
singuri si au reusit sa repare drumul spre scoald, au cumparat carti noi pentru biblioteca
sau calculatoare pentru scoald”, completeaza baiatul. Va imaginati cat am putea face
daca fiecaruia dintre noi i-ar pasa de mediul in care locuieste si daca si-ar uni dorintele si
ar incerca impreuna sa le realizeze?
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For eight years now, the boarding school has been Veaceslav's home. He knows
every nook and cranny of the school with his eyes closed. He was brought here in the
first grade; he will graduate in two years. Below you will read about what these eight
years in the boarding school have meant for Veaceslav and what he thinks about the
ability of young people to make a difference.

During his years at the boarding school, Veaceslav has discovered many things that
have captivated him and somewhat dissipated the sadness caused by the separation
from his parents. One of his first passions was painting. He started drawing in the lower
grades, without the guidance of a teacher or anyone else. His first paintings were land-
scapes. He would spend days on end in front of trees or flowers in order to convey their
beauty on paper. He didn’t have brushes, watercolors, or oils, so he used crayons. His
mates often didn't understand him and even made jokes about his love for drawing. But
when Veaceslav started giving to them his drawings for their birthdays, their attitude
changed. Several months ago the young artist gave up landscapes and moved on to
portraits... of girls. “Girls are beautiful and they inspire me more. But | am also young,
that is | am at the age when | want to fall in love and | do fall in love"”, Veaceslav says.

He participated in many contests, which brought him many prizes and diplomas.
Although others would be very proud of such minor performances, Veaceslav, in his
modesty, doesn’t exhibit them on school walls and keeps them all hidden in the house
of his childhood. Another thing that gives pleasure to Veaceslav is making presents just
so, without any occasion. For some time now he has been going to a handicrafts club,
where he learned woodcarving: he makes shelves, mirror frames, souvenirs.

He is somewhat short, and when people see him for the first time they think he is at =
least four years younger than his real age. But it is enough to exchange with him a few %
V@
-

sentences to realize that this boy is much older. The lifeskills courses strengthened his
self-confidence, which had been eroded by adults. “I know that our parents were chil-
dren in a period when their opinion didn’t matter and wasn’t heard. But we have the
freedom to change some things. And we could do it better than the adults”, Veaceslav
says. The boy is very happy to hear about the achievements of children from other
communities. “l know that some villages have Youth Councils, which defend the inter-
ests of the children and teenagers in the community”, Veaceslav says and then suggests
that such councils be created in boarding schools too, because this is where they are
needed the most.

Veaceslav is certain that the young generation of today will change things to the
better. “I am very happy when | read or learn about how youth from various communi-
ties collect money and manage to repair the road to the school, buy new books for the
library or computers for the school”, he adds. Can you only imagine how much we
could do if we all cared about the environment in which we live and if we all put to-
gether our wishes and tried to make them true?
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Inga te impresioneaza ori de cate ori te intalnesti cu ea. Este o fata careia ii place
sa fie diferita de ceilalti prin tinutd, comportament si mod de viata. , Nu-mi place sa
fiu confundata sau asemanata cu altcineva. Sunt o tandra ce gandeste si viseaza
diferit de cei din jur. Chiar si daca aceasta diferenta este minora, ea oricum exista”,
spune Inga.

Are 15 ani si este eleva in clasa a Vlll-a la gimnaziul-internat. Are doi frati si o
sord, iar de opt ani nu si-a vazut tatal care i-a parasit si nu a mai revenit la ei nici
pentru o zi. Acum, mama incearca sa imparta putinii bani pe care ii castiga. Evident
ca prioritare sunt cheltuielile pentru hrana si imbracamintea copiilor, care cu greu
pot fi acoperite. Din cauza saraciei, Inga a si fost adusa la internat - singura institutie
unde ti se ofera studii, hrana si acoperis deasupra capului pe gratis.

Pentru ca a obosit de lipsurile ce o inconjoara atat la internat, cat si acasa, Inga
Si-a propus sa paraseasca acest , cerc al saraciei”, cum il numeste ea. Acum, fata
investeste toate puterile in studii. ,in fiecare zi, ma straduiesc s& invat lucruri noi.
Asa simt ca nu pierd in zadar nici o clipa din viata”, spune Inga. Fata citeste carti cu
texte profunde, potrivite maturilor. in ziua cand ne-am vazut ultima dat3, ea lectura
romanul ,,Singur in fata dragostei” de Aureliu Busuioc. De asemenea, Inga se
straduieste sa urmareasca toate buletinele de stiri de la televizor si sa citeasca presa
periodica. In timpul liber, deseneaza, croseteazs, impleteste si dezleaga integrame.

{i place si se simte bine atunci cand poate intinde 0 mané de ajutor altui copil. ,E
iy, minunat sa faci bine celor din jur. Mai ales cand acest bine nu-ti solicita mult efort,
dar, in schimb, il salveaza pe aproapele tau”, povesteste Inga.

Inga isi doreste mult sa devina jurist, pentru ca sa poata face dreptate in tara.
,Ma supdra inechitatea sociala. Astazi, din pacate, banul dicteaza totul”, considera
Inga. Fata zice ca are multi prieteni talentati, care, cu regret, nu pot face facultate,
pentru ca nu au bani sa plateasca contractul, iar concursul la buget este atat de
mare, incat ai sanse minore sa fii norocosul castigator. ,, E suparator cand intalnesti
tineri pentru care invatatura nu este o prioritate, dar care invata la universitati. Ce
specialisti vor fi ei?”, se intreaba Inga.

Pentru Inga, cursurile deprinderi de viata au insemnat un imbold. , Capeti mult
optimism, incredere in propriile forte si siguranta ca poti schimba lucrurile spre bine.
Conteaza sa doresti acest lucru foarte mult si sa actionezi, sa incerci sa obtii ceva
chiar si atunci cand ai doar un procent de sanse de castig. Oricum, tragi invataminte
din orice succes sau esec”, spune Inga.
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Inga impresses each time you meet with her. She is a girl who likes being differ-
ent from others by dress, behavior and lifestyle. “I don't like being confused for
somebody else or compared to somebody else. | am a young girl who thinks and
dreams differently than the others. Even if this is a minor difference, it is still there”,
Inga says.

Sheis 15 and is an 8" grade pupil at the boarding school. She has two brothers
and a sister, and she hasn’t seen her father for eight years; he left the family and
never came back, not even for a single day. Now their mother is trying hard to share
the little money she earns. The priorities are obviously food and clothes for the
children, and she has difficulty covering them. Due to poverty, Inga was sent to the
boarding school—the only institution where one can receive education, food and
shelter for free.

Because she became tired of the deprivation surrounding her at school and at
home, Inga decided to leave this “circle of poverty”, as she calls it. Now she invests
all her strength in education. “Every day | am trying to learn something new. In this
way | feel | am not wasting a single second of my life”, Inga says. She reads pro-
found books, which are meant for adults. On the day when we met for the last
time, she was reading the novel Alone Before Love by Aureliu Busuioc. Also, Inga
tries to watch all the newscasts on TV and read newspapers. In her free time she
draws, crochets, knits, and solves crosswords.

She likes it and she feels good when she can stretch a hand to another child. “It r;
is wonderful to do good things for others. Especially when this doesn’t take you N\
much effort but saves somebody next to you”, Inga says. \
b

Inga wishes to become a lawyer, so she could make justice in the country. “So-
cial inequity bothers me. Today, unfortunately, it is money that dictates everything”,
Inga believes. She says she has many talented friends, who, unfortunately, can’t go
to university because they don‘t have money for tuition, while the competition for
scholarships is so tight that the chances to receive one are minor. “It is worrying to
meet young people for whom education is not a priority but who go to university.
What kind of professionals are they going to be?” Inga wonders.

For her, the lifeskills course has been a strong impetus. “You become more
optimistic, more self-confident and you acquire the certainty that you can make a
difference. What's important is to desire this very much and act, to try and get
something even when your chances are very slim. Anyway, you learn from every
success and every failure”, Inga Rotari says.
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Cea mai mare dorinta a lui Denis, un copil de 13 ani, elevin clasa a Vl-a la internat, este sa-
si adune toata familia gramajoara - el, mama, tata, surioara si cei doi frati - si sa traiasca
impreuna fericiti. Nu este o dorinta imposibil de realizat, crede Denis. Ar trebui doar ca mama
si cu tata sa se impace, ea — lasand supararea, el - lepadandu-se de bautura, si sa-si dea seama
amandoi ca au patru copii pe care i-au lipsit pe nedrept de dragostea si caldura parinteasca. lar
ei, cei patru copii, sunt gata in orice clipa sa se intoarcd acasa. “Suntem toti cuminti si invatam
binisor, parintii s-ar putea mandri cu noi. Eu si fratele mai mare am putea face multe lucruri pe
langa casa, am putea lucra pamantul. Fiind toti impreund, cred ca ne-am descurca noi cumva
si am iesi din saracie”, spune Denis.

Parintii lui Denis au divortat pe cand el avea vreo patru ani. Mama sa n-a mai putut
suporta betiile interminabile ale sotului, certurile si scandalurile din familie. Dupa divort,
situatia financiara fiind foarte grea, ea a decis sa-si dea copiii temporar la internat. Mezinii,
un baiat si o fata gemeni, nu aveau nici doi ani, Denis avea vreo cinci ani, iar baiatul cel
mai mare - opt. I-a ldsat doar pentru o perioadd, dar asa si nu i-a mai luat inapoi acasa.
li viziteaza rar, cam de 2-3 ori pe an, si nici in vacante nu-i ia acasa - ultima data au fost
acum doi ani, in vacanta de iarna. “Simt ca se indeparteaza tot mai mult de noi, ca nu
mai are acea dragoste pe care ar trebui s-o aiba 0 mama pentru copiii ei. Nu cerem nimic,
nu ne trebuie cadouri, dulciuri, doar sa vind mai des sa ne vada”, spune Denis. N-a
incetat niciodata sa-si iubeasca mama, ea ramane oricum fiinta cea mai scumpa, insa
durerea si supararea fac ca dragostea sa se amestece cu un soi de urd. Pentru tatal sau nu
mai simte insd nici dragoste, nici urd, el devenindu-i un strain care are acum o alta familie
si care nici nu-si mai aminteste de propriii copii.

Denis este o fire deschisa, ii place sa comunice, sa se implice in diferite activitati
interesante. Este energic, ager si prietenos. Se impaca deopotriva de bine si cu colegii, si
cu profesorii si educatorii. Acum un an era insa mult mai retras si inchis in sine, avea si
unele probleme de comunicare cu cei din jur. Datorita programului “De la egal la egal” s-
a schimbat foarte mult, a devenit mai sigur pe sine si mai indraznet, a aflat o multime de
lucruri care fi vor fi de folos in viata si si-a facut multi prieteni noi.

Cand va creste mare, Denis vrea sa devina politist, ca sa faca ordine si dreptate, sa-i
apere pe cei mai slabi, sa lupte cu hotii, criminalii, teroristii, traficantii de droguri,
functionarii corupti si alte gunoaie ale societatii. “Vreau ca lumea sa devina mai buna,
mai prietenoasd, fara razboaie si acte de terorism in care mor oameni nevinovati, fara
saracie si foamete. Voi fi un politist cinstit, corect, voi face totul conducandu-ma doar de
lege, nu ca unii politisti de la noi, care ei insisi sunt niste banditi”, spune Denis.

Printre ocupatiile preferate ale lui Denis sunt fotbalul si baschetul. li place, de
asemenea, sa citeasca povesti si carti de aventuri. Si mai are o pasiune - naiul. A inceput
sa-| studieze de vreo cétiva ani si, dupa parerea profesorului de muzica, are talent si ar
putea deveni un muzicant bun. “Naiul e mai mult pentru suflet, e un instrument foarte
frumos. Dar ar putea sa-mi aduca si un ban. Daca n-am sa reusesc, din anumite motive,
sa ma fac politist, am sa-mi castig existenta cantand la nai. Profesorul mi-a promis ca
daca voi avea rezultate bune, voi obtine un document dupa absolvirea gimnaziului si voi
primi si un nai in dar”, spune Denis.
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The greatest wish of Denis, a 13 year old boy in grade 6 at the boarding school, is to
assemble his entire family—himself, his mother, father, sister and the two brothers—so they
could live happily together. This is not an impossible wish, Denis believes. It will only take
mother and father to make up; mother should stop being angry, father should give up
drinking, and both of them should realize that they have four children they have deprived
unfairly of parental love and warmth. While they, the four children, are ready to return
home any time. “We are all behaving and we have good grades, our parents could be
proud of us. Myself and my elder brother could do many chores, we could also work the
land. If we were together, | think we could make it and stop being poor,” Denis says.

Denis's parents divorced when he was about four. His mother could no longer stand
her husband’s endless drinking and the fights in the family. After the divorce, since she
hardly had any money, his mother decided to send her children for a while to the boarding
school. The small ones, a boy and a girl who are twins, hadn’t even reached two. Denis was
about five, while the oldest son was eight. She left them there only for a while, but she
never took them home again. She visits them rarely, two or three times a year; she doesn’t
take them home even for vacations—the last time they were home was two years ago for
the Christmas break. “I feel we have become more and more strange for her, that she no
longer has that love for us a mother ought to have for her children. We are not asking for
anything, we don’t need gifts and candies, we just want her to come more often to see us,”
Denis says. He never stopped loving his mother, she still is his dearest soul, but the pain and
the anger make love mix up with a sort of hatred. For his father he no longer feels either
love or hate, as he has become just a stranger who now has a different family and who no
longer remembers about his own children.

Denis is an open boy, he likes to communicate, to become involved in various interest-
ing activities. He is full of energy, sharp and friendly. He gets along well with both his fellow 2
students as well as teachers and educators. A year ago he was much more aloof and intro- N\
NS
-

verted; he was having communication problems with the people around him. But due to
the Peer Education Program he has changed substantially, he’s become more self-confident
and more forthcoming, he’s learned a lot of things he will be able to use in his life and made
many new friends. When he is grown up, Denis wants to become a policeman, so he can
make order and spread justice, defend the weak, fight the thieves, criminals, terrorists, drug
dealers, corrupt bureaucrats and other dregs of society. “I want the world to become better,
friendlier, without wars and terrorism that kill innocent people, without poverty and hun-
ger. | will be an honest, fair policeman, | will do everything following the law alone, not like
some policemen who themselves are bandits,” Denis says.

Football and basketball are among Denis’s favorite pastimes. He also likes reading fairy
tales and adventure books. He has one more passion—the panpipe. He started learning to
play this instrument several years ago, and his music teacher thinks he has talent and could
become a good musician. “The panpipe is rather for the soul, it is a beautiful instrument. But
it might earn me some money too. If, for some reason, | fail to become a policeman, | will earn
my living playing the panpipe. The teacher promised me that if | do well | will receive a
certificate and a panpipe as a gift when | graduate the secondary school,” Denis says.
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= O familie fericitd.
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lon are 15 ani si invata in clasa a Vlll-a. Locuieste la 0 matusa, dar prefera sa-
si faca studiile la gimnaziul-internat si nu vrea sa se transfere la o scoala obisnuita.
" Aici ma simt mai bine, copiii sunt mai prietenosi si mai intelegatori. Omul daca
a trecut prin situatii grele nu este indiferent fata de altii”, explica lon.

Prin situatii grele i-a fost dat sa treaca si lui lon. La inceput parintii lui se
impacau bine, dar treptat in familie au inceput neintelegerile. Cat tatal lui lon a
fost plecat la lucru in Rusia, maica-sa si-a gasit pe altcineva. Cand a venit din
Rusia, tatal a inceput sa bea. Apoi si maicd-sa a indesit-o cu bautura, in casa era
permanent mizerie. Cand lon avea doar sase ani mama |-a parasit si a plecat de
acasa cu un alt barbat intr-o localitate din Romania. Tatal lui lon era plecat atunci
la lucru in Rusia. Cand a venit, a incercat sa-si convinga sotia sa se impace, sa
vind inapoi acasa, dar in zadar. Dupa aceasta a umblat prin judecati si a perfectat
documentele necesare, lipsind-o de drepturile parintesti. Dar nici tatal lui lon nu
statea permanent acasd, pleca periodic la lucru, ba in Rusia, ba in Romania.
Ultima data lon si-a vazut tatal acum cinci ani. Atunci a plecat, ca de obicei, la
lucru in Romania, dar nu s-a mai intors si nimeni nu stie unde e. lon trdieste cu
speranta ca tatal lui e viu si sanatos, ca poate a plecat la lucru in alta tara, dar
odata si odata se va intoarce. Pe maica-sa insa n-o asteapta, desi stie ca locuieste

intr-un sat din Romania, la vreo 15 km de Prut, ca are o alta familie si un alt fiu.
” lon n-o poate ierta pentru faptul ca |-a abandonat. “Poate era prea tanara si nu-
si dadea bine seama ce face, nu stiu, dar asta nu e o scuza. Aveam nevoie de ea
atunci cand eram mic, acum insa nu-mi mai trebuie nimic de la ea”, spune lon.
Dar in poeziile pe care le compune dorul de mama e una din temele principale...

De vreo cativa ani lon locuieste la sora tatalui, care I-a luat sub tutela. Desi in
familia matusii este tratat cu bunavointa, lon se simte strain. “Sunt niste oameni
foarte buni, ma iubesc ca pe un fiu. Ma impac bine cu varul meu care e de o
varstd cu mine. Dar totusi nu e familia mea, nu e casa mea”, spune lon cu
durere in glas. Cea mai mare dorinta a sa e sa aiba candva o familie fericita, o
casa si copii carora sa le daruiasca toata dragostea sa.

lon este unul dintre cei mai buni elevi din scoald, se descurca de minune la
majoritatea disciplinelor, are o purtare exemplara si participa activ la actiunile
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lon is 15 and he is a student in the 8" grade. He lives with an aunt, but he
prefers going to the boarding school and doesn’t want to be transferred to a
regular school. “I feel more comfortable here, the children are friendlier and
more understanding. When someone has gone through difficult situations he
tends not to be indifferent towards others”, lon explains.

lon too had to face difficulties. At the beginning his parents got along well,
but gradually tension built in the family. While lon’s father was away working in
Russia, his mother found another man. When he returned from Russia, father
started drinking. Then his mother took to the bottle too, and the house was
always in disarray. When lon was only six his mother left him and went away
with another man to some place in Romania. lon’s father was working in Russia
at that time. When he returned, he tried to persuade his wife to make up, to
come back home, but it was all in vain. So he went to court and got the court to
deprive her of parental rights. But lon’s father too was not always at home; he
often went to work, either to Russia or Romania. The last time lon saw his father
was five years ago. At that time he went to work in Romania, as usual, but never
returned and nobody knows where he might be. lon nurtures the hope that his
father is alive and well, that he maybe is gone to work in some other country,
and that he will return one day. But lon is not expecting his mother to return, -
although he knows that she lives in a Romanian village, some 15 km off the Prut \ &?
river, that she has a new family and a new son. lon can’t forgive her for aban- \\@%

doning him. “Maybe she was too young and didn‘t realize what she did, | don’t
know, but this is not an excuse. | needed her when | was small, but now | don’t
need anything from her”, lon says. But in the poems he writes missing his mother
is one of the main themes.

For some years now lon has been living at his father’s sister’s, who took him
into custody. Although the aunt’s family treats lon kindly, he feels alien. “They
are very good people, they love me like a son. | get along well with my cousin,
who is my age. But this is not my family, not my house”, lon says with sorrow in
his voice. His greatest wish is to have a happy family one day, a house and
children to whom he could give all his love.

notes
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extrascolare. Este pasionat de geografie, istorie, calculator si cunoaste o multime
de lucruri interesante, pe care le povesteste cu placere prietenilor sai. Alte pasiuni
ale lui sunt muzica si sportul, in special, fotbalul, despre care e gata sa discute
ore in sir. Totodatd, lon este foarte credincios, citeste multa literatura religioasa
si se roaga mereu pentru el si cei apropiati. “Oamenii sunt schimbatori, doar
Dumnezeu e vesnic si doar la el gasesc mereu increderea si sustinerea deplina de
care am nevoie”, spune lon.

lon incd nu a decis ce vrea s& devind in viitor. “Imi place s& citesc, s& analizez
diferite situatii si fenomene, sa discut pe teme serioase, ma intereseaza politica
si tot ce se intampla in societate. Mi-ar place sa fiu ziarist sau avocat. Pe de alta
parte, imi place sa invat pe altii, sa le spun lucruri pe care ei nu le cunosc si ma
bucur daca sunt inteles. De aceea ma gandesc ca as putea fi si profesor - de
istorie, geografie sau biologie.” lon vrea sa mearga numaidecat la facultate.
Pana absolveste gimnaziul si, apoi, liceul, are timp sa se gandeasca la care anume.

Si mai are lon un vis - sa calatoreasca prin toata lumea, sa vada locurile
despre care a citit in carti sau a aflat de la televizor. Cel mai mult ar vrea sa
ajunga in Tara Soarelui-Rasare, fiind fascinat atat de cultura japoneza, cat si de
realizdrile tehnico-stiintifice ale Japoniei.
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lon is one of the best pupils in his school, he does very well in most of the
subjects, he behaves well and participates actively in extracurricular activities.
He is in love with geography, history, computers and knows a lot of interesting
things that he tells about his friends with relish. His other passions are music and
sports, especially football, about which he can speak for hours. lon is also very
religious, he reads a lot of religious books and always prays for himself and his
beloved ones. “People are not constant, only God is eternal and only He gives
me the confidence and full support | need”, lon says.

lon has not yet decided what he wants to become in the future. “I like
reading, analyzing various situations and phenomena, talking about serious topics,
| am interested in politics and everything happening in society. | would like to be
a journalist or a lawyer. On the other hand, | like teaching others, telling them
things they don’t know and it makes me happy when | am understood. So | am
thinking about becoming a teacher too—of history, geography, or biology”. lon
definitely wants to go to university. Before he graduates the gymnasium, and
later the high-school, he has time to think to which one to apply.

lon has one more dream—to travel all over the world, see the places he has
read about in books and learned about from TV. His biggest wish is to visit the
Country of the Rising Sun, as he is fascinated both by the Japanese culture and
Japan’s technological and scientific achievements.
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Peste zece ani, Stanislav, care acum are 15 ani si invata in clasa a Vlll-a a
gimnaziului-internat, se vede lucrand undeva peste hotare - in Grecia, Italia sau
poate chiar in SUA. De ce anume peste hotare? Pentru ca in Republica Moldova,
dupa parerea lui, nu are viitor. Stas crede ca in conditiile de aici nu va putea
castiga suficienti bani pentru a-si asigura o existenta decenta si pentru a-i ajuta
pe cei trei frati mai mici: Edgar (14 ani), Manfred (13 ani) si Sem (6 ani) .

Desi nu e prea inalt de staturd, Stas pare mai mare de varsta sa, din cauza
umbrei de ingandurare si tristete care fi ramane intiparita in privire chiar si atunci
cand zambeste. Pana la 24 noiembrie 2001 Stas a fost un copil fericit - avea o
familie minunatd: mama, tata si trei fratiori. Traiau cu totii in dragoste si intelegere,
aveau de toate... Ins& in acea zi neagra o veste groaznica a naruit intr-o secunda
fericirea familiei sale - mama a decedat intr-un grav accident de circulatie produs
in Romania. De cativa ani ea era cea care aducea cei mai multi bani in casd, avea
0 mica afacere - aducea marfa de peste hotare si o vindea. Tragedia |-a marcat
puternic pe Stas, facandu-l sa se maturizeze mult mai devreme decat semenii
sai. Este cel mai mare in familie si se simte responsabil de frati, mai ales ca tatal
lor este mai mult plecat de acasa - dupa moartea sotiei a luat si el calea strainatatii,
sa castige bani pentru a-si intretine cei patru feciori si mama batrana.

La cateva luni dupa tragedie familia a decis, de comun acord, ca Stas si
Edgar sa mearga la internat, deoarece situatia financiara se inrautatise, tatal
trebuia sa plece la lucru la Moscova, iar bunicei ii venea greu sa se descurce cu
patru nepoti. Acasa, au ramas mezinii, Manfred si Sem. Stas si Edgar merg sa-si
vada fratii si bunica cel putin o data la doua saptamani. “Ni se face dor si, apoi,
trebuie s-0 ajutam si pe bunica. Sem e mic, iar Manfred singur nu le reuseste pe
toate. Anul acesta ne-a fost foarte greu in ceea ce priveste lemnele de foc. Am
luat un cdlut cu imprumut de la un vecin si mergeam la padure sa adunam
vreascuri. In lipsa lui taticu eu sunt capul familiei si am grija ca fratii sa fie cuminti.
Daca fac vreo boroboatd sau nu o asculta pe bunica, ii cert, le fac moral3, le
explic cum trebuie sa se comporte”, povesteste Stas.
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| W;len our father is away
| become the head

of the family

In ten years Stanislav, who is now 15 and in the 8" grade of the boarding
school, sees himself working someplace abroad—in Greece, Italy or maybe even
in the USA. Why abroad? Because in Moldova, he believes, he has no future.
Stas believes that in the circumstances here he will not be able to earn enough
for a decent living and to help his three younger brothers: Edgar (14), Manfred
(13), and Sem (6).

Although he is not very tall, Stas seems older than he really is due to the
shade of thoughtfulness and sorrow impregnating his look even when he smiles.
Before 24 November 2001 Stas was a happy child—he had a wonderful family
with a mother, a father and three brothers. They all lived in love and under-
standing, they didn't lack in anything. But on that black day terrible news made
the happiness of his family collapse in a second—their mother had died in a car
accident in Romania. For several years she had been the one who was bringing
home most of the money, she had a small business where she imported goods
from abroad and sold them. The tragedy left a strong mark on Stas, making him
grow up much before his peers. He is the eldest in the family and he feels
responsible for his brothers, especially that their father is rarely at home—after
the death of his wife he went abroad to earn money to support his four sons
and his old mother.

Several months after the tragedy the family decided together that Stas and
Edgar were to go to the boarding school, since their financial situation had
worsened; their father had to go to work in Moscow, while their grandmother
could not manage four grandchildren. Manfred and Sem, the youngest ones,
remained at home in their village. Stas and Edgar are going home at least once
every two weeks. “We miss them and we also have to help our grandmother.
Sem is small, while Manfred can’t manage everything on his own. This year we
had great difficulties with fire wood. We borrowed a horse from a neighbor and
went to the forest to collect wood. In the absence of our father | am the head of
the family and make sure my brothers behave. If they get into trouble or are not
listening to granny, | reprimand them, | explain to them how they ought to
behave”, says Stas.

notes
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Stas este optimist si e convins cd va avea un viitor fericit, oricate greutati va
trebui sa infrunte. “Ma gandesc intotdeauna doar la bine, niciodata la rau. Raul
si asa ne otraveste viata, nu trebuie sa-ti umpli capul cu ganduri negative. Nu-i
invidiez pe cei care au de toate si o duc mai bine, ma bucur pentru ei si ma
gandesc ca Dumnezeu ne va ajuta si pe noi sd iesim din greutati”, spune Stas.
Ar vrea sa-si continue studiile dupa absolvirea gimnaziului la un colegiu de muzica,
pentru ca i place sa cante si viseaza sa devina candva un interpret de muzica de
estrada (ca Nikolai Rostorguiev din “Liuba”). Dar nu e sigur ca va putea sa-si
contnue studiile, poate doar mai tarziu. Daca situatia in familie va fi grea, va
pleca la Moscova sa lucreze impreuna cu tatal sau, pentru ca macar fratii mai
mici sa poata sa-si continue invatatura. Lucrand la Moscova, Stas vrea sa adune
niste bani, sa invete meseria de sofer si sa plece apoi in Grecia, Italia ori Spania
sa lucreze. Cu timpul vrea sa-i ajute si pe Edgar si Manfred sa vina peste hotare.
Cat priveste mezinul familiei, Sem (numele lui e o abreviere de la numele fratilor
mai mari), Stas spune ca va face tot posibilul ca el sa invete si sa devina muzician.
impreuna cu tatal au decis s&-i cumpere vioara si s&-| inscrie chiar din clasa I-a la
scoala muzicala. “In familia noastra tuturor ne place muzica. Dacé nu voi reusi
eu sa devin artist, macdr Sem sa fie muzicianul familiei”, zice, visator, Stas. El
spera ca toti fratii vor creste oameni de omenie si ca mama lor, acolo, in Ceruri,
se va bucura pentru ei.
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Stas is optimistic and sure he will have a happy future, whatever difficulties
he may encounter. “I am always thinking only about good things, | never think
negatively. Bad things poison our lives as it is, so we don’t have to fill our heads
with negative thoughts. I am not envious of those who have everything and are
better off, | am happy for them and | am thinking that God will help us too get
out of this hard life”, Stas says. He wants to continue his education at a music
college after he graduates from the gymnasium, because he likes singing and
his dream is to become a pop singer (like Nikolay Rostorguiev from “Liubeh”).
But he is not sure he will be able to continue his education, perhaps only later. If
the situation in the family remains hard, he will go to Moscow to work together
with their father so that at least the younger brothers could continue their edu-
cation. By working in Moscow, Stas wants to save some money, learn to be a
driver and then leave for Greece, Spain or Italy to work. In time he wants to help
Edgar and Manfred join him abroad. As far as the youngest one, Sem (his name
is an abbreviation of the names of the older brothers), is concerned, Stas says he
will do everything he can to help him study to become a musician. Together
with his father they decided to buy him a violin and send him to a music school.
“Everyone in our family likes music. If | fail to become an artist, then at least
Sem can become the musician of our family”, Stas says pensively. He hopes that
all his brothers will grow to become good people, and their mother, up there in
Heaven, will be happy for them.




JURNALUL

e o o o o o o o o o o e o o o o

Istoriilor Umane

bl

lana — o romanticd ambitioasd
AR pasionatd de modeling si
10 (A Tureanu) de limbi strdine

ziarista

Uneori, seara, contempland in singuratate cerul instelat, scrie versuri. De
dragoste. Desi, dupa cum mi s-a destainuit, Cupidon inca nu i-a sagetat inima.
"E prea devreme pentru astfel de sentimente”, crede lana, o adolescenta
frumoasa de 15 ani, inalta si supla, cu ochi migdalati de culoarea ciocolatei. La
fel ca majoritatea fetelor de varsta ei, lana e romantica si sentimentald, “inghite”
pe nerasuflate romane de dragoste, adora filmele cu actori frumosi, rasfoieste
cu mult interes revistele de moda, asculta cu placere muzica dance si se viseaza
vedetd. Vrea sa devina model sau un star de televiziune si sa cucereasca publicul.
Si mai vrea sa ajunga candva in America si sa se stabileasca acolo.

lana este eleva in clasa a Vlll-a la gimnaziul-internat. E aici “de-o viata”,
dupa cum se exprima ea, de cand se tine minte. Mai exact, de la varsta de patru
ani, cand mama ei a decedat in urma unei interventii chirurgicale, iar tatal a
plecat undeva in Rusia si nu s-a mai intors. impreuna cu lana, la internat a fost
adusa o sora mai mare decat ea cu sase ani si un fratior mai mic cu un an. O alta
sora si un frate erau deja maturi cand a murit mama si si-au vazut de viata lor,
plecand prin lume sa-si gaseasca un rost. Primele sale amintiri din copilarie sunt
scaldate in lacrimi - ea si fratiorul mai mic, amandoi pe un pat, la gradinita
internatului, plang, iar surioara mai mare, si ea cu lacrimi in ochi, incearca sa-i
3 ” linisteasca, dandu-le jucarii. “Practic nu tin minte cum e sa ai mama, dar mereu
i-am simtit lipsa. Poate cand eram mai mica nu intelegeam cat e de dureros,
insa acum simt foarte acut acest lucru, mai ales cand se vorbeste de Mama”,
spune lana. Ii e dor si de tata, chiar dacd acesta nu le-a aratat niciodata prea
mare afectiune si i-a parasit cand aveau cel mai mult nevoie de el. Ar vrea sa-|
caute, sa-i vorbeasca, spera cd, poate, intre timp, a devenit mai bun si regreta ca
si-a abandonat copiii. “Poate |-as putea ierta”, spune lana.

La o cariera de model a inspirat-o exemplul surorii mai mari, acum de 21 de
ani, care lucreaza la o agentie de modele din Spania. Istoria acesteia e demna de
scenariul unui film cu happy end. Acum trei ani, aflandu-se in Romania, sora
lanei, o blonda cu ochi albastri, a facut cunostintd, prin internet, cu un tanar din
Spania, angajat al unei agentii de modele. Si-au scris, apoi s-au intalnit, dupa
care el a invitat-o la Madrid si a ajutat-o sa se angajeze in calitate de model la
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Sometimes, in the evening, as she is contemplating the starry sky, she writes '
poems. Love poems. Although, as she confessed to me, Cupid had not yet hit her
heart. “It's too early for me to have such feelings”, lana believes, who is a beau-
tiful adolescent of 15, tall and slim, with almond-shaped, chocolate-colored eyes.

As most of the girls of her age, lana is romantic and sentimental, she “gobbles

up” love novels, loves films with beautiful actors, goes through fashion maga-

zines with a lot of excitement, listens to a lot of dance music and dreams of

becoming a star. She wants to become a model or a TV star and win over the
audience. She also wants to go to America at some point and settle there.

lana is an 8th grade student at the boarding school. She has been here “all
her life”, as she says, that is since she can remember. More exactly, since the age
of four, when her mother died after an operation and her father left for Russia
and never returned. A sister six years her senior and a brother one year her
junior were brought to the boarding school together with lana. Another sister
and another brother were already adults when their mother died, so they went
on with their lives, scattering in the world. Her first childhood memories are
bathed in tears—she and her smaller brother, together in one bed at the board-
ing school’s kindergarten, crying, while their elder sister, crying too, is trying to

sooth them giving them toys. “| practically can't remember what it feels like to -
have a mother, but | have always missed her. Maybe when | was smaller | didn’t &&?
3
g

realize how painful it was, but now | feel it very strongly, especially when some-
body speaks about mother”, lana says. She also misses her father, although he
had never shown very much love for them and left them when they needed him
most. She would like to look for him, speak with him, she hopes that maybe, in
the meantime, he has become better and regrets having abandoned his chil-
dren. “Maybe | could forgive him”, lana says.

She was inspired to think of a modeling career by her elder sister, who is now
21 and works for a modeling agency in Spain. Her story is worth a happy-end
screenplay. Three years ago, when she was in Romania, lana’s sister, a blue-eyed
blond, met on the Internet a young man from Spain, who worked for a modeling
agency. They wrote to each other, then they met, and then he invited her to go to
Madrid and helped her find work as a model at the same agency where he was *

notes
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agentia la care lucra. intre timp s-au si logodit. Sora i-a promis lanei c& dupa
absolvirea gimnaziului o va lua in Spania, sa-si incerce norocul in sfera
modelingului. Si sa-si continue neaparat studiile.

Pentru lana invatatura e pe primul loc. Desi nu este eminenta, e printre
primii in clasa la invatatura, iar fotografia ei se afla pe tabla de onoare a scolii. i
plac mai ales disciplinele umanitare, in special, limba si literatura romana, limba
franceza, limba rusa. lana e ferm convinsa ca numai avand studii solide poate
realiza o cariera profesionald de succes si poate avea un viitor frumos. “Poti sa
fii model doar cat esti tanara si frumoasa, eu insa vreau o profesie serioasa,
pentru o viatd, nu doar o carierd stralucitoare incheiata la 30 de ani”, spune
lana. Doreste sa devina o foarte buna traducatoare, atat de buna, incat sa fie
invitata sa traduca la reuniuni importante ale sefilor de state si de guverne. Este
optimistd, dar e si realista si isi da seama cat va trebui sa munceasca pentru a
ajunge la un astfel de nivel. De aceea, pentru a-si realiza visul, s-a apucat serios
de carte - pe langa franceza si rusa, studiate obligatoriu la scoala, face ore
facultative de engleza, iar de sine statator invata spaniola. De asemenea, invata
sa-si depaseasca timiditatea si s& fie mai sigurd pe sine. In aceastd privinta a
ajutat-o mult participarea la programul “De la egal la egal”. “Am descoperit ca
imi place si pot sa ma manifest in rol de organizator. Am invatat sa am incredere
in fortele proprii si sa fiu independenta. Programul, in general, ne-a ajutat sa ne
apropiem unul de altul, sa fim mai deschisi si sa putem rezolva mai usor conflictele.
Cred ca pentru copiii educati in internate este foarte important sa cunoasca cat
mai multe despre viata de dincolo de peretii institutiei, ca sa poata sa se incadreze
mai usor in societate”, considera lana.
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working. They became engaged in the meantime. lana’s sister promised her that
after she would graduate from the gymnasium she would take her to Spain so
that she could try her luck in modeling. And continue her education.

Education for lana is a first priority. Although she is not a straight-A’s stu-
dent, she is still among the best students of her class, and her picture is on the
school’s board of honor. She especially likes humanitarian disciplines, mostly the
Romanian language and literature, French and Russian languages. lana is con-
vinced that only by having a solid education will she be able to make a success-
ful professional career and have a beautiful future. “You can be a model only
while you are young and beautiful, but | want a serious profession, for a life-
time, not only a brilliant career that will finish when | am 30", lana says. She
wants to become a very good interpreter, so good as to be invited to interpret at
important meetings of heads of states and governments. She is optimistic, but
she is also realistic and realizes that she will have to work very hard to reach
such a level. In order to see her dream come true, she has taken to studying
seriously—besides French and Russian, which are compulsory subjects in school,
she takes optional classes of English and studies Spanish on her own. Also, she
is learning to overcome her shyness and become more self-confident. Her par-
ticipation in the Peer Education Program helped her very much in this respect. “I
discovered that | liked it and did well as an organizer. | learned to have confi-
dence in myself and be independent. The program helped us become closer to
each other, be more open and solve conflicts more easily. | believe that for chil-
dren growing up in boarding schools it is very important that they know as
much as possible about life outside of the institution, so they could integrate
better into society”, lana believes.
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Ina, o adolescenta simpatica de 14 ani, eleva in clasa a VlI-a la gimnaziul-
internat, are un mare vis: sa devina o pictorita buna si sa-si expuna tablourile
in cele mai renumite galerii din lume. Cand vorbeste de pictura, ochii i
devin si mai albastri, iar chipul i se lumineaza de un zambet larg. Prin picturile
sale, vrea sa aduca oamenilor bucurie, sa-i faca sa fie mai buni, mai sensibili,
mai receptivi si mai prietenosi. Ina e convinsa ca arta poate face viata mai
frumoasa, inclusiv, viata ei.

Din pacate, ea nu a avut parte de prea multe clipe fericite, dar a cunoscut
din plin durerea si amarul vietii. Cand avea opt ani a rdmas orfana de tata. La
putin timp dupa tragedie, mama sa a plecat cu un concubin la Moscova la
lucru, promitandu-le copiilor ca se va intoarce peste cateva luni cu bani. A lasat
acasa trei fiice - de 17, de 8 si de 6 ani, si un fecior de 9 ani. Fiul mai mare, de
21 de ani, era la inchisoare, unde se afla si in prezent. Mama Inei n-a mai
revenit acasa nici astazi. In decurs de sase ani nu le-a scris si nici nu le-a telefonat
macar o data copiilor - sa-i intrebe ce fac, cum se descurca, cum se simt, ce
mananca, cu ce se imbraca... Nu, nu i s-a intamplat nimic grav - e vie si sanatoasa,
doar ca a uitat ca are cinci copii. Locuieste undeva in regiunea Permi din Federatia
Rusa impreuna cu barbatul cu care a plecat, au si o fiica de patru ani. Apropo,
si barbatul acela a lasat in Moldova cinci copii...

Dupa plecarea mamei, situatia financiara in familia sa se inrautatea din
zi in zi tot mai mult, de aceea autoritatile au decis sa le plaseze pe mezine,
Ina si Maria, la internat. Fetitele s-au obisnuit foarte greu cu viata de internat,
plangeau la inceput zi si noapte. “Dar timpul trece, viata merge inainte, iar
omul e asa ca se obisnuieste cu toate. Rana din suflet nu s-a vindecat si nici
dorul de mama n-a trecut, dar incerc sa ma gandesc mai rar la acest lucru,
sa ma iau cu alte ocupatii, cu alte ganduri, in caz contrar ar trebui sa plang
intruna”, spune Ina. Pentru Ina si Maria cele mai frumoase si mai asteptate
sunt zilele de odihna si vacantele, cand merg acasa, unde locuieste sora mai
mare, casatoritd deja si cu doi copii, si fratele. “Suntem foarte uniti, ne
iubim si ne sustinem unul pe altul, ca altfel ce s-ar mai alege din noi?”,
spune Ina. Copiii i-au scris mamei cateva scrisori (au aflat adresa de la niste
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Ina, a cute 14-year old teenager and student in the 7™ grade of the boarding
school, has one great dream: she wants to become a good painter and exhibit
her canvases in the most famous galleries of the world. When she speaks about
painting, her eyes become bluer, and her face lights up with a wide smile. Through
her paintings she wants to bring to people joy, make them better, more sensi-
tive, more receptive and more friendly. Ina is convinced that art can make life
more beautiful, her life too.

Unfortunately, she hasn’t had many happy moments in her life, and she has
known the full measure of pain and bitterness of life. When she was eight her
father died. Shortly after the tragedy her mother left for Moscow with a concu-
bine, in search of work, promising the children to return after several months
and bring money. She left three daughters behind—of 17, 8 and 6—and a son
of 9. The oldest son, 21, was then in prison, where he still is to the present day.
Ina’s mother never came back. For six years she has never written nor phoned
her children to ask them how they were, how they managed, how they felt,
what they ate, what they wore. No, nothing bad happened to her—she is alive
and well, she has simply forgotten she has five children. She lives somewhere in
the region of Permi in the Russian Federation together with the man she left
with, and they have a daughter of four. That man, too, left five children behind
in Moldova.

After their mother had left, the financial situation of their family was be-
coming worse every day, so the authorities decided to put the smaller children,
Ina and Maria, in a boarding school. The girls could not become accustomed to
boarding-school life; at the beginning they cried day and night. “But time goes
on, as does life, and humans are made so they become used to everything. The
wound in our souls never healed and we still miss our mother, but | am trying
not to think about this, | am trying to become involved with other things, other
thoughts, for otherwise | would be weeping all the time”, Ina says. The most
beautiful and desired days for Ina and Maria are the weekends and vacations,
when they can go home, where their elder sister—with her husband and two
children—and their brother live. “We are very united, we love and support each
other, for otherwise what would become of us?” Ina says. The children have -
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rude de-ale concubinului ei), s-au adresat dupa ajutor la emisiunea “Jdi
menea” (“Asteapta-ma”), dar deocamdata nu au primit nici un raspuns. Ina
spera ca o data si o datd mama se va intoarce la ei si le va cere iertare
pentru toata durerea si suferinta ce le-a pricinuit-o.

Ina e o adolescenta plina de viata, comunicabild, vesela si prietenoasa, gata
oricand s&-i ajute pe cei ce au nevoie. “imi place s& comunic cu oamenii si ma
straduiesc sa fac numai bine, deoarece daca faci rau aceasta se rasfrange pana
la urma asupra ta si a apropiatilor tai.”, considera Ina. Pune mult suflet si energie
in tot ceea ce face - este prima in clasa la invatatura, participa cu succes la
olimpiade scolare, obtine premii la concursuri de desen si de poezie, e una
dintre participantele cele mai active ale Programului “De la egal la egal”,
danseaza si canta frumos. Are doua mari pasiuni - pictura si lectura. Spune ca
daca ar fi sa castige multi bani la loto si-ar cumpara numai pensule, vopsele,
hartie si multe-multe carti. Are talent la picturd, dar nu prea are ustensilele
necesare si nici nu poate merge, din lipsa de bani, la o scoala de pictura.
Deseneaza cum crede si simte ea si Cu ceea ce are - creioane, acuareld, carioca.
Vrea foarte mult sa se invete a picta in ulei. Spera sa obtina dupa absolvirea
gimnaziului o bursa la unul din colegiile de arte, fiindca nu are posibilitate sa
invete in baza de contract cu taxa. “Sunt optimista si cred in puterile mele. Cu
multa munca si daruire si cu ajutorul lui Dumnezeu cred ca voi reusi sa-mi
realizez toate visurile”, este convinsa Ina.




Huwman Stories
MAGAZINE 85

written several letters to their mother (they found the address from the relatives
of her concubine), and they turned to the Russian TV show “Zhdi menea” (“Wait
for me”), but they haven't received any answer yet. They hope that their mother
will come back to them one day and will ask them for forgiveness for all the
pain and suffering she has caused them.

Ina is a very lively adolescent girl, she is communicative, joyful and friendly,
always ready to help those in need. “I like communicating with people and | try
to do only good things, because if you do something bad it will come back to
you and your beloved ones in the end”, Ina thinks. She invests a lot of energy
and love in everything she does—she is the best student in her class; she is
successful in school contests, wins prizes in drawing and poetry contests; she is
one of the most active participants in the Peer Education Program, dances and
sings well. She has two great passions—painting and reading. She says that if
she won a lot of money in the lottery she would buy only brushes, paints, paper
and many-many books. She has a talent for painting, but she doesn’t have the
tools nor can she go to an art school for lack of money. She draws the way she
thinks and feels, and with whatever she can find—crayons, watercolors, mark-
ers. She wishes she could learn to paint in oil. She hopes that after she gradu-
ates the gymnasium she can receive a scholarship to one of the art colleges,
because she will not be able to pay for her tuition. “I am optimistic and | believe
in myself. With hard work and devotion and with God’s help | believe | can
make all my dreams come true”, Ina is convinced.

_
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Mariana are 15 ani si invata in clasa a Vlll-a la gimnaziu-internat. La intrebarea:
ce i-ar trebui pentru a fi fericita cand va fi matura, a raspuns fara sa stea mult pe
ganduri - o familie bazata pe dragoste, o casa modestd, dar proprie, un serviciu
decent si prieteni adevarati. Rusinoasa si timida, Mariana vorbeste cu jumatate
de voce si lasa des ochii in jos, parca i-ar fi permanent jena sau frica de ceva.

La internat e de vreo sapte ani. Are aici si 0 sora mai micd, care acum e in
clasa a lll-a. Fratele lor, in varsta de 11 ani, e la un alt internat. Despre viata de
pana la venirea la internat Mariana isi aminteste ca de un cosmar. Nu tine minte
ca mama s-o fi mangaiat si alintat, nu-si prea aminteste nici macar cum arata
ea, in schimb tine minte foarte bine cum a batut-o odata, cand avea vreo cinci
ani, de a lasat-o toata vanata. “Ne obijduia foarte tare. Ne ldsa singurei in casa
si pleca. Nu avea grija de noi, nu ne facea de mancare, nu facea ordine prin
casd, ne batea. incepuse sa bea, s& umble cu alti barbati, fugea de acasa si
taticu o cauta. Odata s-a dus asa de acasa si nu s-a mai intors.”, povesteste
Mariana. Nu stie nici astazi pe unde e mama ei si nici nu vrea sa stie. Nu vrea s-
0 mai vada niciodata, pentru ca inca ii mai este frica de ea, sa n-o bata. Mariana
spune ca n-ar fi in stare niciodata, probabil, sa-si ierte mama, pentru ca rana pe
care i-a lasat-o in suflet e prea adanca. “Nu mi-a ramas nici un pic de dragoste
” pentru ea, parca mi s-a impietrit inima.”

Mariana isi iubeste tatal si ar vrea sa locuiasca impreuna cu el, cu sora si
fratele acasa, in sat, unde au o casa buna, o bunica si o matusa care tin la ei si
care i-ar putea ajuta. Tatal Marianei a fost plecat timp de mai multi ani la lucru
peste hotare. Acum un an si jumatate a revenit, a facut reparatie in casd, a mai
cumparat cate ceva. Si-a vizitat copiii la internat si le-a promis ca n-o sa-i lase
niciodatd, ca i va sustine cu ce va putea, dar de luat acasa nu i-a luat.

Desi depune multe eforturi si isi face constiincios temele pentru acasa,
Mariana are succese modeste la invatatura, ii vine greu sa insuseasca unele
discipline, in special, matematica. Dar nu-si face inima rea din cauza aceasta, ca
doar nu le este dat tuturor sa devina doctori in stiinte, glumeste ea. Marianei i
place croitoria si ar vrea sa mearga la o scoala de meserii sa invete a coase haine. , . . .
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Mariana is 15 and she is in the 8th grade of the boarding school. To the
question, what would make her happy when she grows up, she answers with-
out much hesitation—a family based on love; a modest, but her own, house; a
decent job and true friends. Shy and bashful, Mariana speaks softly and looks
downward, as if she were constantly embarrassed or afraid of something.

She has been in the boarding school for seven years now. A younger sister of
hers is also here; she is in the 3 grade. Their brother, 11, is in a different board-
ing school. Mariana remembers of her life before coming to the boarding school
as of a nightmare. She can’t remember her mother ever caressing or caring for
her, she can’t even remember what her mother looks like, but she remembers
very well how her mother once beat Mariana up, when she was about five,
leaving her bruised all over. “She used to hurt us a lot. She would leave us alone
in the house and go away. She didn't care for us, she didn’t cook us food, didn’t
clean the house, she used to beat us. She started to drink, go out with other
men, she would run away from home and our father would go looking for her.
Once she left home and never came back”, Mariana tells the story. She still
doesn’t know where her mother might be, nor does she want to know. She
never wants to see her again, for she still fears her mother lest she would beat
her again. Mariana says she would probably never be able to forgive her mother,
because the wound she left in her soul is too deep. “I have no love left for her, &?
as if my heart had turned to stone”. \\3

Mariana loves her father and wishes they could live together with him, her
sister and brother, in their house in the village, where they have a good house, a
grandmother and an aunt who love and who could help them. Mariana’s father
was abroad working for many years. He returned a year and a half ago, reno-
vated the house, bought a few things. He visited his children at the boarding
school and promised never to leave them, to give them all the support he could,
but he didn’t take them home.

Although she tries her best and does her homework thoroughly, Mariana’s
achievements at school are modest; she has difficulties with some subjects, es-
pecially math. But she doesn’t worry too much about this, for, as she jokes, not
everyone has to be a PhD. Mariana likes tailoring and she would like togoto a °
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Dupa pdrerea ei, croitoria e 0 meserie interesanta si solicitatd, asa ca intotdeauna
va putea castiga bani pentru a se intretine.

l-ar place, de asemenea, sa se faca bucatar sau cofetar. Abia e in clasa a VIII-
a, pana la absolvirea gimnaziului mai are timp sa decida ce meserie sa-si aleaga.
Orice profesie isi va alege, Mariana este dispusa sa munceasca cinstit pentru a-
si face un rost si pentru a castiga respectul oamenilor. “Vreau sa fiu un exemplu
pentru sora si frate si sa-i ajut sa urmeze si ei calea cea dreapta, sa fie harnici,
buni la inima si cuminti, sa nu rataceasca pe carari strambe ca mama noastra.”
Mariana fsi iubeste mult sora si fratele si sufera enorm daca cineva ii obijduieste.
Ea spune ca va avea mereu grija de ei, li va ajuta si li va apdra de necazuri.

Mariana e foarte bucuroasa ca a fost inclusa in Programul “De la egal la
egal”. Ainvatat multe lucruri noi - cum sa se comporte in anumite situatii, cum
sa-si expuna parerile intr-o discutie etc., si-a depasit timiditatea, a devenit mai
sociabila si mai indrazneatd. N-o deranjeaza faptul ca unii colegi o i-au peste
picior la lectiile In care se produce pe post de animator, decarece majoritatea
colegilor, dimpotriva, au inceput s-o respecte mai mult, iar picii din clasele primare,
Ccu care a organizat diferite jocuri, au indragit-o.
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vocational school to learn to make clothes. She thinks making clothes is an
interesting and popular profession, so she would always be able to make a
living. She would also like to become a cook or pastry chef. She is only in the 8™
grade, so she has enough time to decide on her profession before she graduates
the gymnasium. Whatever profession she should choose, Mariana wants to work
honestly to gain her place in life and the respect of others. “I want to become
an example for my siblings and help them choose the right things, help them
become hardworking, kind and well-behaved, prevent them from straying like
our mother”. Mariana loves her sister and brother very much, and she takes it
with pain when somebody hurts them. She says she will always care for them,
will help and protect them from trouble.

Mariana is very happy that she has been included in the Peer Education
Program. She learned many new things—what to do in certain situations, how
to express opinions during a discussion, etc.; she has overcome her shyness,
become more sociable and more forthcoming. She is not worried that some of
her peers are pulling her leg in class when she takes on the role of the animator,
because the majority of her peers have started to respect her more, while the
little ones from primary grades, where she organizes various play events, have
started to love her.
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